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SANITARY  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C  S.,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  Vice-Chav  man. 

The  Mayor  (Mr.  Councillor  J.  I.  Bates,  J.P.,  B.Sc.). 
Mr.  Alderman  W . Hewitt 
Mr.  Alderman  VV.  Lee,  J.P. 

Mr.  Councillor  F.  A.  Collington,  M.K.C.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  Friswell. 

Mr.  Councillor  H.  H.  Kendrick,  M.K.C.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  J.  Makepeace,  J.P.,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  J.  Orton,  J.P.,  M.D. 

Mr.  Councillor  S.  G.  Poole,  J.P. 


SANITARY  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Tuberculosis  Officer 

Public  Analysts 

Veterinary  Inspector  - 
Inspector  of  Nuisances 
Housing  Inspector 


Assistants  - 


Sub-Assistant  Inspector 
Supt.  Health  Visitor 


Health  Visitors  - 


E.  H.  Snell,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

J.  McG.  Williams,  .m.d  , d.p.h. 

(A.  Bostock  Hill,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

1 W.  T.  Rigby,  f.i.c. 

William  Dale,  m.r.c.v.s. 

W.  H.  Clarke."' 

W.  Martin."' II 
J.  Barnish."'!!  (enlisted). 

F.  W.  Mortimer.-^  ||  o 
J.  F.  Lord.'''  1|  (enlisted). 

' \V.  Beaumont'-'  (enlisted). 

Miss  Churchill.'* 

A.  E.  Bennett."' 

T.  Preedy. 

Miss  S.  G.  Barratt."'  ! ! j a 
Miss  H.  G.  Tod.  * | § 
ist,  1918). 

Miss  A.  W^  Hughes. 

Dec.  25th,  19181. 

Mrs.  Oldham.  + § *' 

25th,  1919). 

Miss  L.  Cureton. 

Miss  C.  A.  Butler.  + 

Miss  R.  Ward. 

Miss  D.  M.  Jones.  * 

Miss  E.  Quinn  f § (Appointed  Dec., 

1918). 

Mrs.  Ross.  IT  (Appointed  Mar.,  1919). 


(Resigned  Feb. 

f $ (Resigned 
(Resigned  Jarl. 


§''■ 


* Inspector's  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
f Health  Visitor's  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

^Inspector’s  Certificate  of  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Board. 

5 Certificate  of  Central  Midwives  Board. 

II  CertificateofRoyal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspecting  Meat  and  other  foods. 
11  I'liree  years  general  trained  nurse. 

o Certificate  of  R lyal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Practical  Sanitary  Science  as 
applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  Works. 

« Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Workers. 
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SANITARY 

Tuberculosis  Visitor(  Jointly 
for  Coventry  and  War- 
wickshire) - 

Senior  Clerks  - 
Junior  Clerks  . - - - 

Disinfectors  and  Motor  Drivers 

Assistant  Disinfector  and 
Motor  Driver 


STAFF — continued. 

Mrs.  A.  Sha  .V.  § ^ 

W.  Stoker  (enlisted). 

J.  H.  Grant. 

S.  Clarke  (enlisted). 
Miss  W.  Lee. 

Miss  G.  Harvey. 

Miss  K.  Savage. 

R.  W.  Elmore. 

F.  Shipston. 

S.  Mansfield  (enlisted). 


Cri'Y  HOSPITAL  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  Vice-Chairman. 

Mr.  Alderman  W.  Hewitt. 

Mr.  Alderman  W.  Lee,  J.P. 

Mr.  Councillor  F.  A.  Collington,  M.R.C.S. 

Mr  Councillor  A.  Friswell. 

Mr.  Councillor  H.  H.  Kendrick,  M.R.C.S, 

Mr,  Councillor  S.  G.  Poole,  J.P. 


CITY  HOSPITAL  OFFICERS. 

Matron  .....  Miss  M.  Davidson. 
Medical  Superintendent  - - E,  H.  Snell,  m.d. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


fTo  carrv  into  ojfect  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1894  and  1896,  and 
the  Orders  of  the  Boird  of  Agriculture  thereunder,  having  delegated  to 
them  all  the  powers  which  the  Committee,  under  the  said  Acts  and  Orders 
respectively,  have  poiver  to  delegate ). 

Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle. 

Mr.  Councillor  J.  Orton,  J.P.,  M.D. 
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PUBLIC  ABATTOIR  & MUNICIPAL  LODGING 
HOUSE  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

( To  consider  and  report  upon  the  questions  of  providing  a Public  Abattoir 
and  a Municipal  Lodging  House). 


The  Mayor.- 

Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.l’.,  M.R.C.S. 
Mr.  ('ouncillok  A.  II.  Barnacle. 

Mr.  A(, HERMAN  \\'.  Hewitt. 

Mr.  Alderman  \V.  Lee,  J.P. 

Mr.  Councillor  S.  G.  Poole,  J.P. 


SANATORIUM  SELECTION  SUB- 
COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 
Mr  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle. 

Mr.  Alderman  W.  Hewitt. 

Mr.  Alderman  W.  Lee,  J.P. 


UNFIT  HOUSES  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

(To  visit  Houses  reported  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  being  unfit 
for  habitation,  and  report  to  the  Coniviitiee  thereon). 

Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle. 

Mr.  Alderman  W.  Hewitt. 

Mr.  Alderman  W.  Lee,  J.P. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  Friswell. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  J Makepeace,  J.P.,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  S.  G.  Poole,  J.P. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  COMMITTEE. 

(Appointed  pursuant  to  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913). 

Mr.  Alderman  W.  Hewitt. 

Mr.  Alderman  'F.  A.  IF  Soden,  |.P.,  M.R.C.S. 

IMr.  Alderman  W.  Lee,  ).P. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle. 

Mr.  Councillor  S.  G.  Poole,  J.P. 

Mrs.  S.  a.  Grii-t-tths. 


CITY  OF  COVENTRY. 


g= 

Forty-fourth  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

==a 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Coventry. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting-  to  you  the  forty-fourth 
.Annual  Report — the  twenty-second  that  I have  presented — con- 
cerning- the  vital  statistics  and  general  sanitary  condition  of  your 
City. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  vital  statistics 
for  the  year  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the  rest  of  the 
country.  The  death-rate  is  higher  than  it  has  been  for  some 
years.  This  was  adversely  affected  by  the  epidemic  of  Influenza 
which  occurred  in  the  latter  portion  of  the  year ; had  it  not  been 
for  that  outbreak  this  figure  would  have  attained  a further  record 
in  regard  to  lowness. 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 

The  principal  features  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1918 
have  been  as  follow  : — 

Estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year,  133,000. 
birth  Rate,  20.7.  Average  for  previous  10  years,  25.6. 
Marriage  Rate,  18.6.  Average  for  previous  10  years,  17.9. 
Recorded  Death  Rate,  14.6.  Average  for  previous  10  years. 


12.0. 
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Infantile  Heath  Rate,  92.5  per  1,000  births.  Average  for 
previous  lo  years,  89.0. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate,  0.42.  Average  for  previous  10  years, 

1. 13. 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  (excluding  Phthisis),  2.55. 

Phthisis  Death  Rate,  1.28.  Average  for  previous  10  years, 

1. 1 1. 

Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  .30. 

Physical  Features  of  the  City  and  District. 

See  Annual  Report  for  1910. 

Population. 

The  estimation  of  the  civil  population  under  existing  circum- 
^ stances  is  a matter  of  considerable  uncertainty.  Having  regard 
to  various  local  considerations,  which  need  not  here  be  detailed, 
this  was  taken  to  approximate  to  133,000.  The  result  obtained 
by  the  “ ration  books  ” at  the  end  of  the  year  showed  that  this 
estimate  was  not  far  wrong,  and  probably  underestimated  the 
population. 

(The  figure  adopted  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  estima- 
tion of  the  local  death  rate  was  135,218,  and  that  for  the  birth  rate 
I5D507-) 


Vital  Statistics  of  the  Wards. 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  populations  of  the 
several  wards,  and  the  particulars  on  which  these  estimates  are 
based,  viz.,  the  newly-completed  houses  at  the  middle  of  the 
year,  the  houses  demolished,  and  vacant  houses;'  it  also  g-ives 
the  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  several  wards,  based  on  these 
estimates,  and  also  the  infantile  mortality  rates,  which  being 
based  on  the  comparison  of  the  infantile  deaths  to  the  actual 
number  of  births  which  occurred,  are  not  based  on  estimates. 
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The  following  Tables  record  the  vital  statistics  and  general  growth 
of  the  City  as  far  as  information  can  be  acquired. 

Coventry  was  constituted  a separate  County  by  Charter  of 
Henry  VI.,  1451. 

Incorporated  with  the  County  of  Warwick,  1842. 

Constituted  a County  Borough,  1888. 

Area  = 4,147  acres. 


Rateable  Value, 

1918 

^522,405  os. 

M ii 

1908 

/357>i37  los. 

M ) > 

1898 

;^2I5,46o  os. 

Density  of  Population,  1918  = 32‘o  per  acre. 

) 1 } > 

1911  = 25-8 

1901  = 16-9 

Average  number  of  persons  to  each 

occupied  house. 

1918  = 48 

> » f 7 

7 7 

1917  = 4-7 

77  7 7 

} 7 

1916  = 4-6 

7 7 7 7 

7 7 

1915  = 4-6 

7t\  7 7 

7 7 

1914  = 46 

7 7 77 

7 » 

1913  = 45 

7 7 7 7 

7 7 

1912  = 4-5 

77  7 t 

> 7 

1911  = 45 

7 7 77 

> 7 

1901  = 4-5 

7 7 7 

7 7 

1891  = 4-5 
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Year.  | 

Houses 

Inhabited. 

Vacant. 

Popula- 

tion. 

Mortality. 

Zymotic 

Mortality. 

Deaths 
under  one 
year  per 
1000  born. 

Birth 

Rate. 

1377  1 

1 

1 

1 

7,000 

1 

* 

1586 

1 

...  ' 

6,502 

••• 

... 

... 

1643 

... 

1 

9.500 

1 

! 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1694 

... 

... 

6,711 

1 

...  1 

... 

... 

... 

1723  i 

1.934 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1748 

2,066 

... 

12.817 

32  ? 

... 

... 

35? 

1801 

2,930 

... 

16,034 

■■■ 

... 

... 

... 

1811 

3.448 

*60 

17.923 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1821 

3.729 

'114 

21,448 

... 

... 

1831 

5.444 

*421 

27.298 

... 

... 

... 

1841 

6.531 

*590 

31.032 

T 

en  Years 

' Averagt 

1851 

7.783 

’'151 

36,812 

27 

... 

... 

1861 

8.991 

*1,026 

40.936 

25 

... 

... 

1871 

8,535 

•816 

37.670 

22 

... 

... 

... 

1881 

9.223 

•643 

2(2,111 

20 

3‘3 

150 

354 

1891 

1 1 .496 

‘284 

52.7*24 

i8-5 

17 

142 

32-0 

1901 

*5.571 

353 

69.877 

i6’96 

1-9 

153  7 

29-3 

I9I  I 

19.500 

218 

87,188 

i3'7 

*•4 

109-3 

18-0 

1897 

ti2,440 

73 

61,234 

i6-8 

18 

*57 

3*  3 

1898 

1 1 2,939 

75 

61.555 

i7’3 

29 

200 

31* 

ti899 

1 

1 ti3.297 

112 

61,796 

i9‘o 

2 2 

164 

30-3 

1900 

1 15.461 

292 

70.075 

*75 

24 

*3* 

323 

190  ( 

1 15.57* 

353 

70.300 

17-1 

25 

150 

29-2 

I9II 

1 23,515 

95 

107,287 

i3'3 

208 

109-8 

26-9 

1912 

; 24,590 

50 

111,166 

II-9 

*■35 

76-1 

26-4 

1913 

1 25,051 

1 

113 

115.064 

11-4 

0^84 

91-6 

260 

1914 

i 25,860 

99 

II9.003 

II-7 

0*70 

84-6 

26-9 

1915 

; 26,667 

56 

122,982 

I2'9 

i'39 

87-8 

23-8 

1916 

1 27,366 

12 

127,089 

10*9 

*•23 

87-5 

235 

1917 

27,531 

*5 

130,000 

1 io’4 

' 0-47 

1 

78-5 

20-2 

1918 

! 27,735 

25 

133.000 

1 *4‘6 

1 0*42 

92-5 

20-7 

•This  number  includes  all  business  offices,  - whether  in  dwelling  houses  or  factories,  if  not 
occupied  on  the  night  the  Census  was  taken. 

tThis  number  omits  all  business  offices,  factories,  etc. 
t These  figures  omit  the  added  area. 
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Marriages 

'The  number  of  marriages  has  been  i ,237.  This  gives  a 
marriage  rate  of  i8.6. 

The  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  17.9. 

I'he  following  table  shows  the  relation  with  the  figures  of 
previous  years,  and  with  the  marriage  rate  for  the  country 
generally  : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Marriages. 

Rate. 

j Rate  for  England. 

1908 

778 

170 

1 14-9 

1909 

796 

lyo 

1 14-6 

1910 

886 

17-4 

1 148 

I9II 

938 

17-4 

15-2 

1912 

959 

17-2 

15-5 

1913 

1026 

17-8 

15-5 

1914 

1091 

i8-2 

i5’9 

1915 

1282 

20-8 

19-3 

1916 

1184 

i8-6 

15-4 

1917 

1155 

17-7 

13-8 

1918 

1237 

i8-6 

15-3 

Births. 

There  were  2,777  births  registered  as  having  taken  place 
during  the  year  within  the  City;  19  of  these  were  transferred  out, 
and  8 occurring  elsewhere  were  transferred  here,  leaving  2,766. 
The  birth  rate  for  the  year  has  been  20.7  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 
mated civilian  population ; the  rate  calculated  upon  the  estimated 
civilian  population  plus  the  calculated  proportionate  military- 
population,  which  according  to  the  Registrar  General  was  151,507 
for  1918,  was  18.2.  The  average  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years 
was  25.6.  There  were  146  illegitimate  births  registered,  or  5.2  per 
cent,  of  the  total.  In  1917  the  percentage  was  3.4,  and  in  1916  2.6. 

The  birth  rate  is  compared  with  that  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate. 

Rate  for  England 
and  Wales. 

1908 

2630 

28*9 

26-5 

1909 

2601 

278 

25-0 

1910 

2674 

26-2 

24  8 

1911 

2886 

26-9 

24-4 

19X2 

2943 

26-4 

23  8 

1913 

2999 

260 

239 

1914 

3203 

26-9 

238 

19*5 

2936 

23-8 

21-8 

1916 

2993 

23-5 

21-6 

1917 

2635 

20*2 

17-7 

1918 

2766 

20*7 

17-7 

CHART  SHOWING  DECLINE  OF  COVENTRY  BIRTH  RATE  SINCE  1881. 
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The  black  line  represents  the  rate  for  Coventry. 

The  dotted  line  represents  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


CHART  SHOWING  DECLINE  OF  COVENTRY  DEATH  PATE  SINCE  1861. 


'I'he  black  line  represents  the  rate  for  Coventry. 

The  otted  lino  represents  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths. 

There  have  been  1,944  deaths  registered  as  having  taken 
place  during  the  year  within  your  City ; of  these,  76  were  deaths 
of  non-residents ; these  have  been  referred  to  the  districts  in  which 
the  persons  ordinarily  resided ; and  there  were  79  deaths  of 
residents  which  occurred  elsewhere;  these  have  to  be  added  to 
the  above  number.  The  actual  number  of  deaths,  therefore, 
w hich  has  to  be  regarded  in  estimating  the  death  rate  is  1,947. 
This  gives  a recorded  death  rate  of  14.6  per  thousand  of  the 
population.  On  page  13  is  represented  a table  showing  the 
weekly  variations  in  the  uncorrected  death  rates  for  the  expired 
portions  of  each  year  for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  mean  age  at  death  of  the 
persons  who  died  in  the  past  twenty-tw'o  years  : — 


Year. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Total  completed 
Years  Lived. 

Mean  Age  at 
Death. 

1918 

1947 

81116 

41-6 

1917 

1354 

56414 

41-6 

191G 

1395 

49973 

35-8 

1915 

1595 

59807 

37-5 

1914 

1399 

55635 

39-7 

1913 

1318 

48110 

36-5 

1912 

1330 

49040 

36-8 

1911 

1431 

50873 

35-4 

1910 

1162. 

44595 

38-3 

1909 

1285 

46589 

36-2 

1908 

1217  • 

45744 

37  5 

1907 

1152 

42072 

36  5 

1906 

1247 

45236 

36  2 

1905 

1114 

41866 

380 

1904 

1132 

39623 

36  0 

1903 

1188 

43270 

36-4 

1902 

1007 

36743 

36-4 

1901 

1203 

39709 

330 

1900 

1223 

42687 

34-5 

1899 

1182 

40156 

36-6 

189,8 

1060 

29858 

28-1 

To  compare  the  “ Recorded  ” death  rate  with  that  of  other 

towns,  it  is  necessary  to  make  an  allowance  for  the  difference  in 

age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  different  towns.  This  is  done  by 

obtaining  from  the  “ Standard  ” * death  rate  of  each  town  the 

“Factor  for  Correction.’’!  The  “Factor  for  Correction’’  for 

•Tlie  “Standard”  death  rate  signifies  the  rate  at  all  ages  calculated  on  the 
hypothesis  that  the  rates  for  each  se.\  at  each  of  twelve  age-periods  in  each 
town  were  the  same  as  in  Mngland  and  Wales  during  the  ten  years  1901-1911. 

t The  “ Factor  for  Correction  ” is  obtained  by  dividing  the  “ .Standard  ” death 
rate  in  England  and  Wales  b}-  the  “ Standard"  death  rate  in  each  town,  and  is  the 
figure  bywhich  the  “ Recorded  " death  rate  should  be  multipliedin  order  to  correct 
for  variations  of  sex  and  age  distribution.  This  gives  the  “ Corrected  " death  rate. 
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Coventry  is  1.0671  ; the  recorded  death  rate  is  then  multiplied 
by  this  factor  for  correction,  and  the  resulting  figure  is  the 
“ Corrected  ” death  rate.  The  corrected  death  rate  of  Coventry 
in  1918  was  15.5;  this  is  in  excess  (.9)  of  the  recorded  death 
rate,  which  is  another  way  of  saying  that  in  Coventry  the  sex  and 
age  constitution  of  the  population  is  so  circumstanced  that  it  tends 
to  the  advantage  of  Coventry,  so  far  as  the  actual  death  rate 
recorded  is  concerned. 

'I'he  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  ...  17.6 

,,  ,,  the  96  great  towns  was  ...  18.2 

,,  ,,  the  148  smaller  towns  was  ...  16. i 


13 

DEATH  RATE. 


From  I St  of  January  each  year  to  the  end  of  each  week,  or  to  the  Saturday 
nearest  to  the  date  mentioned  in  the  first  column  for  the  past  lo  years. 


Week. 

Date. 

1909 

1910 

igii  1 

1912 

1913  , 

1914  I 

1915 

1916 

1917  j 

1918  ! 

1 

Av’rage 
or  past 
10  years 

1 

Jan 
..  7 

160 

9-3 

i3'i 

98 

87  i 

ID'S 

ii‘5  , 

I I *0 

ii*i 

I0'9 

I I*I 

2 

..  14 

12  I 

10*0  > 

140  , 

137 

io'3  : 

i6-8 

I2'9  i 

129 

11*6 

10*9 

12'5 

3 

..  21 

12*2 

10-7 

15-0 

137 

12*0 

167 

11*8 

I 2*6 

10-6 

io‘6 

12-5 

4 

..  28 

13-4 

12-3  j 

i6'4 

i+'5 

i3'i 

I7’6 

12-3 

12-8 

II-3 

9-6 

13-3 

5 

Feb. 

..  4 

12*9 

I 

13-2 

15  7 i 

I4'8 

I4'8 

177 

'3-3  : 

12-6 

11*6 

97 

13-6 

6 

,,  11, 

13-2 

13-1 

i6*2  I 

I5'4 

i5'5 

i6'2 

13-6  1 

I2’9 

12*0 

lOI 

I3'8 

7 

..  iS 

13  4 

I3-I  1 

i6'i 

15-3 

160  , 

16-5  : 

14-5  ' 

13-2 

i3'5 

lOI  1 

14-1 

8 

..  25 

139 

12*0  ' 

15-7 

I4'6 

16.0 

15-6 

147  1 

130 

i3‘4 

10*2  1 

14  0 

9 

Mar. 

..  4 

14*0 

13-0 

15-4 

14  I 

15  7 

1 

15-1  1 

'5-2 

12*9 

I 2*9 

10-3 

13-8 

10 

..  II 

14-6 

i3’3 

15-1  , 

13  8 

15-2 

IS’I^ 

14-9 

12*9 

12*7 

10  2 

137 

1 1 

..  18 

15  0 

13-2 

15-5 

13  9 

15-9 

14-8 

15-1 

12-5 

12-8 

i°'3 

13-9 

12 

..  25 

14-7 

13-1 

>5-6  ; 

T4  0 

I3'4  , 

i4'5 

14-8 

12-8 

12-4 

10*4 

137 

13 

April 

I 

15  I 1 

127 

i5’9 

14  3 

15' 

i4'5 

14-8 

127 

I2'4 

10  3 

137 

H 

..  8 

151  1 

127 

15-8 

139 

14-6 

i4'4 

14-1 

12-5 

12-5 

10-6 

136 

15 

..  15 

15-3  1 

:2-6 

i5'6 

13  5 

141 

14*0 

15-4 

126 

12-5 

10*7 

13-6 

i6 

..  22 

15-0 

12*7 

15-2 

13  3 

13  8 

1 4*0 

157 

12-6 

12*7 

107 

13-5 

17 

..  29 

15-1 

12-8 

147 

13-1 

137 

13  8 

157 

I2'6 

12-6 

lO'S 

13-4 

18 

Mav 

0 j 

1 

15  0 ' 

I2'6 

147 

i3'o 

137 

13-5 

i5'6 

12  5 

12  4 

109 

i3'3 

19 

..  13  ' 

'5-3 

12-6 

i4’6 

13-1 

137 

133 

i5'4 

12  4 

12  3 

10-9 

13*3 

20 

20 

15  5 

12-5 

14-2 

12  8 

13  4 

i3'4 

15-2 

12*2 

12  0 

io'8 

13-2 

21 

..  27 

15-6 

12-4 

14-2 

I2‘2 

13  3 

13-3 

15-0 

12  I 

1 1*8 

io’6 

13-0 

22 

J line 
..  3 

15-4 

12-4 

14-0 

12  6 

I3'2 

'31 

14-8 

12*  I 

II-6 

10-5 

I2'9 

23 

,,  10 

15-5 

12*2 

13  8 

12-5 

130 

13-2 

14-5 

ii-g 

II-6 

10-5 

12-8 

24 

..  17 

i5'5 

12*2 

i3’8 

12-6 

12.9 

'3'i 

14-5 

II  7 

ii'4 

10-3 

12-8 

25 

..  24 

15-2 

12*1 

13-8 

12-4 

12-7 

12  9 

14.2 

II7 

I 1*2 

10*2 

I2'6 

26 

July 

,,  I 

i5'3 

11-9 

137 

I2'3 

12-6 

12-9 

14*0 

1 1*6 

11*2' 

10  2 

12-5 

27 

..  8 

15-2 

1 1 *8 

137 

12*0 

12-5 

127 

139 

II'4 

II*I 

10-3 

12-4 

28 

..  15 

14-4 

II7 

i3‘5 

120 

12-5 

12*6 

137 

1 1 '3 

I 1*0 

10-3 

12-3 

29 

22 

15-0 

117 

'3'4 

II7 

12-4 

12-5 

13-6 

11*2 

10*9 

103 

12*2 

30 

..  29 

14-9 

II7 

'3  3 

II-5 

12-3 

12-4 

i3‘5 

11*0 

10*9 

10-3 

12*1 

31 

Aug. 

..  5 

14-8 

I ’O 

13-3 

11. 0 

12*1 

I2'2 

i3’4 

10*9 

10*7 

102 

ii-g 

32 

12 

14-6 

10-9 

132 

II-3 

120 

12*1 

13-2 

10-8 

i0'6 

10*0 

II-8 

33 

..  19 

14  4 

10-8 

i3'3 

113 

1 1 9 

I 2-2 

130 

107 

10-5 

ro'i 

II-8 

34 

,,  26 

i4'3 

10*9 

j I3'6 

11*2 

1 1*8 

12*0 

12*9 

io'6 

10*4 

10*0 

117 

35 

Sept. 

■■  ^ 1 

14-2 

io‘8 

! i3‘6 

II-2 

117 

11*9 

12*9 

10  4 

10-4 

10*0 

117 

36 

..  9 ' 

14-2 

10*7 

i 137 

11-3 

117 

12*0 

127 

io‘4 

I0'2 

10. 0 

ii’6 

37 

16  i 

14-7 

10*7 

13-8 

1 E 0 

1 1*6 

ii-g 

127 

io'3 

10*1 

9 9 

II  6 

38 

..  23 

1 13-8 

10*7 

13-8 

II-3 

II'S 

II-8 

12*6 

10*2 

lO'O 

10*0 

39 

..  30 

i 13-8 

ID'S 

137 

11*2 

ii'5 

II-8 

I2‘6 

10-3 

10*0 

9-8 

II-5 

40 

Oct. 

..  7 

13  8 

io‘8 

13-6 

I [ * I 

II-4 

117 

12*7 

I0'2 

10*0 

9-8 

II-5 

41 

..  14 

i3‘7 

10*9 

! I3‘6 

I I 0 

i'-5 

117 

I2'6 

10-2 

9 9 

9-8 

II-4 

42 

; ..  21 

13-6 

10*9 

i3'5 

I 10 

II-5 

11*6 

I2'6 

101 

99 

97 

II-4 

43 

1 ,.28 

'3'5 

10*9 

' i3‘4 

110 

II-4 

‘ 1 1 '6 

12-5 

10*1 

9 9 

9-8 

II-4 

44 

; Nov. 

1 ••  4 

i3'4 

lo-g 

13-3 

I I '2 

II-4 

: iT-5 

12-6 

10*1 

99 

10-4 

II-4 

45 

! ..  II 

13-4 

107 

13-3 

11-3 

1 1 '4 

II-4 

12*6 

10*0 

9-9 

' II-4 

II-5 

46 

..  18 

13-4 

! 10-8 

13-2 

1 1 4 

ii'4 

ir-4 

I 127 

10*1 

99 

12-5 

11*6 

47 

..  25 

'3'4 

. io‘8 

i3'i 

11-4 

ii’3 

Ti-4 

1 I2‘6 

10*2 

9'9 

13-5 

1 117 

48 

Dec. 

..  2 

13  5 

10*9 

i.V 

III 

II-3 

11*2 

1 

! 12*7 

10-3 

98 

13  9 

117 

49 

..  9 

13-7 

10*9 

130 

II-5 

I I *2 

II-4 

12-8 

10*4 

97 

14-1 

11*8 

50 

16 

13-7 

10*9 

, i3'o 

II  6 

ii'3 

11-4 

i 127 

10-5 

9-8 

14-1 

1 II-9 

51 

..  23 

i3'7 

10*9 

13-0 

1 1 '6 

ii'3 

II-4 

127 

10*7 

9-8 

14*0 

119 

52 

I ..30 

13-7 

II 3 

130 

: II7 

1 1*2 

II-4 

I2‘8 

10*9 

99 

13-9 

j 1 1 -9 
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Meteorology. 

Meteorological  observations  are  made  daily  at  the  City 
Hospital,  and  posted  at  St.  Mary’s  Hall.  Monthly  records  of 
them  are  forwarded  to  the  Meteorological  Oflice,  and  published 
by  that  Office  in  the  monthly  weather  reports. 

The  relationship  existing  between  the  death  rate  and  the 
temperature,  and  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  is  graphically 
represented  in  the  curves  on  the  plate  on  the  opposite  page. 

The  summary  of  the  meteorological  observations  taken  dur- 
ing the  year  is  given  on  page  19. 

The  highest  temperature  recorded  in  the  shade  was  on  May 
22nd,  when  84°  F.  was  reached.  Freezing  point  or  below  was 
recorded  in  the  screen  on  30  days  during  the  year ; these  days 
were  distributed  throughout  the  months  as  below  : — 


January  ii 

February  4 

March  4 

April  I 

May 
June 


July 

.^.ugust 

September 

October 

November  9 

December  i 


The  highest  temperature  recorded  four  feet  below  the  surface 
of  the  ground  was  58.0°  F.,  on  .‘\ugust  i6th,  T8th,  23rd,  24th, 
25th,  26th,  and  27th,  and  that  one  foot  below  the  surface  was 
64°  F.,  on  .August  2nd. 

Rain  fell  on  193  days.  The  total  rainfall  at  the  City  Hospital 
amounted  to  25.248  inches,  or  .138  inches  less  than  in  1917. 

The  greatest  fall  recorded  in  any  24  hours,  from  9 a.m.  to 
9 a.m.,  was  noted  on  15th  January,  when  the  amount  collected 
was  0.87  inches. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  rain  gauge  situated  on  the 
ground,  there  is  an  automatic  rain  gauge  at  this  station;  its 
funnel  is  situated  4 feet  1 1 inches  above  the  ground ; this  collected 
20.89  inches  of  rain. 

The  daily  records  of  rainfall  for  th('  year  are  given  on  the 
next  page. 


CITY  OF  COVENTRY,  1918. 
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RAINFALL,  1918. 


DaU. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

j Nov. 

Dec. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in 

in. 

in. 

j in. 

' in- 

1 

*02 

•12 

•004 

02 

•15 

•02 

2 

• 

•t4 

•10 

. . 

■13 

•04 

•02 

■lb 

3 

•• 

•06 

•03 

. . 

•24 

•• 

•IS 

•39 

*02 

•17 

4 

02 

*02 

•05 

■50 

■54 

12 

5 

•02 

•05 

•13 

•13 

•03 

•03 

6 

•09 

*02 

• 17 

•05 

••5 

*02 

7 

•05 

•07 

■04 

*02 

•06 

•07 

*02 

•15 

. . 

8 

■01 

•07 

*01 

■■ 

• • 

*08 

•05 

• • 

•06 

9 

•01 

•36 

•17 

*21 

•24 

•37 

•39 

•04 

10 

•13 

*01 

‘02 

. . 

•55 

•07 

* 10 

■ 12 

1 1 

01 

* 10 

•28 

08 

•04 

*06 

12 

•04 

*06 

•06 

•19 

‘13 

' 

13 

*01 

• 

•03 

•09 

*06 

•04 

■13 

•02 

•04 

.4 

•33 

*01 

*02 

•04 

•14 

•17 

•16 

• • 

•08 

15 

•87 

■36 

*01 

•23 

•03 

•27 

16 

■10 

• 

•46 

•32 

•02 

*01 

*16 

•03 

*02 

'7 

■24 

•0. 

•• 

•26 

•05 

•04 

•14 

18 

29 

* 12 

•04 

■33 

•14 

19 

•05 

■07 

•oS 

•07 

* 16 

■or 

•07 

•46 

20 

*OI 

•to 

•64 

•03 

•50 

.. 

•17 

*02 

•01 

*02 

21 

*06 

•31 

*01 

•04 

•44 

•01 

*II 

22 

•15 

•30 

•03 

•09 

•04 

•13 

•43 

23 

• -05 

•57 

•04 

•05 

‘01 

24 

•13 

■40 

■■ 

•03 

004 

*12 

25 

' * 

*02 

•05 

•09 

•26 

*02 

*01 

26 

, 

> • 

•41 . 

*02 

•og 

•05 

*10 

27 

*06 

•02 

01 

■04 

•31 

•16 

*10 

•u 

28 

•14 

•31 

*01 

. • • 

*20 

* II 

29 

•04 

•83 

• • 

*02 

30 

•04 

•26 

*02 

'll 

•15 

31 

•34 

.. 

■04 

Totals 

2*40 

1-42 

96 

2-59 

1-68 

1 *00 

3-70 

1-39 

4304 

i-3<J4 

I ’64 

280 

No.  of 
Rain 

16 

1 

16 

10 

18 

10 

^0 

25 

20 

13 

23 

Days. 

1 

Total  Rainfall  for  Year  = a5'248  inches : No.  of  Rain  Days  193. 
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RAINFALL  AT  DIFFERENT  LOCAL  STATIONS. 

1918. 


City 

Hospital. 

Radcliffe 

Road. 

Pumping 

Station, 

Whitley. 

January 

2-40 

2'44 

2-35 

February 

1-42 

1-56 

I 27 

March 

•96 

I 70 

I 03 

April . . 

259 

3‘03 

2-85 

M ay  . . 

1-68 

I 70 

• I -60 

June  .. 

I 00 

o’8o 

0-51 

July 

370 

375 

424 

August 

1-39 

I'I2 

I *02 

September  . . 

4 304 

4-85 

438 

October 

I ‘364 

1-37 

I 33 

November 

I '64 

i-6i 

1-69 

December 

2'8o 

2 96 

275 

Total 

25’248 

26-91 

25  02 

For  the  records  of  rainfall  at  Radcliffe  Road  and  Whitley,' 1 
am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Morris,  and  the  City 
hZngineer  respectively. 

The  monthly  amounts  of  rain  registered  at  the  City  Hospital 
are  given  on  the  next  page,  together  with  the  corresponding 
tables  for  the  previous  twenty  years. 
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'I'he  average  yearly  rainfall  at  this  station  for  the  preceding 
twenty-six  years,  1892  to  1917,  was  25.506  inches.  The  rainfall 
for  1918  was  therefore  0.258  inches  below  the  average  for  these 
years. 

'I'he  average  rainfall  for  the  Midland  Counties,  as  recorded  by 
the  Meteorological  OlTice,  was  28.5  in  1918. 

Below  is  given  the  tcjtal  amount  of  briglit  sunshine  recorded 
during  each  of  the  past  twelve  years  by  the  two  sunshine  recorders 
in  use ; the  Campbell-Stokes  instrument  is  the  only  one  recognised 
by  the  Meteorological  Ollice. 


Year. 

Campbrll-Stokes’ 
Sunshine  Recorder. 

Jordan's 

Sunshine  Recorder. 

Hours. 

Hours. 

1907 

1354 

1197 

igoS 

1406 

1220 

I yog 

1478 

1249 

1910 

1312 

1 104 

I9I  I 

1555 

1446 

1912 

1125 

1094 

1169 

1107 

1914 

1452 

1315 

i9'5 

'463 

1260 

1916 

1220 

I I2I 

1917 

1326 

1312 

igrS 

1310 

1310 

.A  Meteorological  Station  has  now  existed  at  the  City  Hospital 
for  twenty-seven  years.  The  records  give  data  for  calculating  the 
‘ mean”  monthly  temperatures  over  this  period  of  time.  These 
are  as  follow  : — 


January 

. . 38-2° 

July 

...  61-4° 

February 

•••  39-3° 

August 

...  6o-6° 

March 

...  42-0° 

September 

...  56-2° 

April 

...  46-9° 

October 

...  49-2° 

May 

...  52-9° 

November 

...  43-1° 

June 

...  58-2° 

December 

...  39-8° 

Meteorological  Observations  made  at  the  City  Hospital,  Coventry,  1918. 

Lat.  52°  24’  34"  Long.  1°  30'  20"  Height  of  rim  of  rain  gauge  above  mean  Sea  Level  271ft. 

The  cistern  of  the  barometer  is  situated  326  feet  above  sea  level. 
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TABLE  I.  Vita.1  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1918  and 

previous  Years. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  Total  population  at  all  ages  106,349  1 

water)  4.147  acres.  Total  familteB  or  septarnte  occujiior*  23,410  f Census  of  1911. 
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NOTES  TO  TABLE  I. 


Notes,— This  Table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  registered  in 
the  district  during  the  calendar  year  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it 
with  the  corresponding  rates.  The  rates  are  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  gross 
population  as  stated  in  Column  2.  In  a district  in  which  large  public  institutions  for 
the  sick  or  infirm  seriously  affect  the  statistics,  the  rates  in  Columns  » and  IH  may  be 
calculated  on  a nett  population,  obtained  by  deducting  from  the  estimated  gross 
population  the  average  number  of  ifimates  not  belonging  to  the  district  in  such  institutions. 

* In  Column  6 are  included  the  whole  of  the  deaths  registered  during  the  calendar 
year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district,  but  excluding  the  deaths  of  soldiers 
and  sailors  that  have  occurred  in  h08j)itals  and  institutions  in  the  district. 

In  Column  12  is  entered  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  subtraction  of 
the  number  in  Column  8 and  by  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  9.  Deaths  in  Column 
10  are  similarly  corrected  by  subtraction  of  the  deaths  under  1,  included  in  the 
number  given  in  Column  8,  and  by  addition  of  the  deaths  under  1 included  in  the 
number  given  in  Column  9. 

t The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  from  the  returns  made  to  him  by  the 
local  Eegistrar  of  Deaths,  as  well  as  from  the  quarterly  lists  furnished  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  to  fill  in  Column  8 in  accordance  with  the  rule  in  the  next  paragraph  below. 
The  Registrar-General,  either  directly  or  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
will  supply  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  the  particulars  of  deaths  to  be  entered 
in  Column  9 ; and  all  such  deaths  are  included  in  this  Column,  unless  an  error 
is  detected,  and  its  correction  has  been  accepted  by  the  Registrar-General.  For 
Column  -1  the  Registrar-General  will  furnish  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  births  needing  to  be  added  to  or  subtracted  from  the 
total  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar. 

1 “Transferable  Deaths”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a fixed  or  usual 
residence  in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 
The  deaths  of  persons  without  fixed  or  usual  residence,  e.g.,  casuals,  are  not 
included  in  Columns  8 or  9,  except  in  certain  instances  under  3 (6)  below.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  will  state  in  Column  8,  the  number  of  transferable  deaths  of  "non- 
residents” which  are  to  be  deducted,  and  will  state  in  Column  9 the  number  of  deaths 
of  “residents”  registered  outside  the  district  which  are  to  be  added  in  calculating 
the  nett  death-rate  of  his  district. 

The  following  special  cases  arise  as  to  Transferable  Deaths  : — 

(1)  Persons  dying  in  Institutions  for  the  sick  or  infirm,  such  as  hospitals,  lunatic 
asylums,  workhouses,  and  nursing  homes  (but  not  almshouses)  have  been  regarded  as 
residents  of  the  district  in  which  they  had  a fixed  or  usual  residence  at  the  time  of 
admission.  If  the  person  dying  in  an  Institution  had  no  fixed  residence  at  the  time  of 
admission,  the  death  is  not  transferable.  If  the  patient  has  been  directly  transferred 
from  one  such  institution  to  another,  the  death  is  transferable  to  the  district  of  residence 
at  the  time  of  admission  to  the  first  Institution. 

(2)  The  deaths  of  infants  bom  and  dying  within  a year  of  birth  in  an  Institution 
to  which  the  mother  was  admitted  for  her  confinement  have  been  referred  to  the 
district  of  fixed  or  usual  residence  of  the  parent. 

(3)  Deaths  from  Violence  have  been  referred  (a)  to  the  district  of  residence,  under  the 
general  rule  ; (6)  if  this  district  is  unknown,  or  the  deceased  had  no  fixed  abode,  to  the 
district  where  the  accident  occurred,  if  known  ; (r)  failing  this,  to  the  district  where  death 
occurred,  if  known;  and  (d)  failing  this,  to  the  district  where  the  body  was  found. 


TABLE  II. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during:  the  Year  1918. 
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TABLE  III.— Causes  of,  and  Ag^es  at  Death  during: 

Year  1918. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents" 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the 
District  (n). 

« C • 

Causes  of  Death. 

1 

(A 

O 

CuO 

cS 

< 

2 

j w Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  2. 

IC 

Ui 

0) 

ns 

S 

ns 

P 

ci 

ot 

5 

tH 

u 

ns 

P 

P 

ns 

a 

a 

o 

6 

15  and  under  25. 

u 

0 

'V 

p 

p 

nS 

P 

a 

CN 

8 

t£>  45  and  under  65. 

g 65  and  upwards. 

Total  Deaths  wbetl 

i_i  “ Residents  " or  “ Nc 

•-‘dents"  in  Institution 

District  (h). 

All  j Certified  (c) 

1937 

254 

74 

101 

110 

164 

422 

405 

417 

438 

All  causes  | uncertified 

10 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Small  Pox 

.. 

Measles  . . 

8 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

.. 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

2 

4 

4 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . . 

20 

2 

3 

9 

6 

11 

Infiuenza  . . 

463 

10 

15 

37 

33 

79 

200 

65 

24 

67 

Erysipelas 

4 

• • 

, , 

1 

, , 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tubercu- 
losis) 

171 

1 

5 

34 

82 

43 

6 

31 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

21 

3 

4 

7 

4 

2 

1 

, , 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 

20 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

5 

1 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

116 

1 

, , 

1 

12 

61 

41 

25 

Rheumatic  Fever 

10 

. , 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

Meningitis  (See  note  (d) ) 

13 

5 

2 

, , 

3 

, . 

2 

1 

, , 

2 

Organic  Heart  Disease . . 

118 

3 

6 

16 

48 

45 

24 

Bronchitis 

136 

26 

9 

2 

1 

1 

8 

36 

53 

29 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . . 

176 

25 

27 

20 

14 

18 

29 

27 

16 

19 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 
organs  . . 

20 

1 

4 

6 

9 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

(See  note  (e)  ) 

33 

26 

1 

2 

4 

9 

-Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

8 

, , 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

, . 

7 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

4 

2 

2 

• . 

Alcoholism 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

27 

1 

3 

3 

3 

11 

6 

10 

Puerperal  Fever.. 

3 

1 

2 

, , 

, , 

1 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

12 

2 

10 

5 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malfor- 
mation, including  Premature 
Birth 

112 

112 

18 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide  . . 

27 

2 

5 

2 

7 

6 

5 

11 

Suicide 

5 

3 

2 

, , 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

381 

38 

4 

11 

21 

, , 

33 

78 

206 

139 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

23 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

12 

4 

2 

1947 

257 

75 

103 

110 

164 

423 

406 

419 

439 

Sub  Entries  included  in  above 
figures. 

14a.  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

28a.  Poliomyelitis 

! 

*Lobar  Pneumonia  . . 

26 

1 

2 

2 

3 

10 

V 

1 

! 

■•Pneumonia  (type  not  stated) 

91 

12 

6 

7 

7 

14 

18 

1 

16 

11 

1 

1 

* Sub-Entries  should  here  be  made  for  other  ueaths  which  it  is  desirable  to  distinpxiish 
on  account  of  their  administrative  importance  or  special  interest  (eg.,  any  deaths  from 
Anthrax,  Typhus  or  Qlanders.  which  have  been  included  under  2S,  " Other  Defined  Diseatei'' 
or  deaths  from  pneumonia  other  than  broncho-pneumonia  which  have  been  included 
under  17,  Pneumonia  all  forms). 


NOTES  TO  TABLE  III. 


The  classiflcation  and  numbering  of  Causes  of  Death  are  those  of  the 

“Short  List”  on  page  XXV.  of  the  Manual  of  the  International  List  of 

Causes  of  Death. 

(d)  All  "Transferable  Deaths’’  of  residents,  i.e.,  of  persons  resident  in  the 
district  who  have  died  outside  it,  are  included  with  the  other  deaths 
in  columns  2-10.  Transferable  deaths  of  non-residents,  i.e.,  of  persons 
resident  elsewhere  in  England  and  Wales  who  have  died  in  the  district, 
are  in  like  manner  excluded  from  these  columns.  For  the  precise  meaning 
of  the  term  " transferable  deaths  ’’  see  footnote  to  Table  I. 

The  total  deaths  in  column  2 of  Table  III.  equal  the  figures  for  the  year  in 
Column  12  of  Table  I. 

{b)  AU  deaths  occurring  in  institutions  for  the  sick  and  infirm  situated  within 
the  district,  whether  of  residents  or  of  non-residents,  are  entered  in  the 
last  column  of  Table  III. 

(c)  -All  deaths  certified  by  registered  Medical  Practitioners  and  all  Inquest 

cases  are  classed  as  "Certified";  all  other  deaths  are  regarded  as 
“ Uncertified." 

(d)  Exclusive  of  ‘‘Tuberculous  Meningitis’’  (lO),  but  inclusive  of  Cerebro- 

Spinal  Meningitis. 

Title  19  is  used  for  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  at  all  ages.  (In 
the  ‘‘Short  List"  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2 years 
are  included  under  Title  19  ; those  at  2 years  and  over  being  placed 
under  Title  28). 

N.B. — Deaths  of  .soldiers  and  sailors  occurring  in  hospitals  and  itistitutions  in 
the  district  are  excluded  from  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in 
the  district,  and  such  deaths  are  in  like  manner  excluded  from  column 
II  of  Table  III. 
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TABLE  IV.— Infant  Mortality  during^  the  year  1918. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


• 

causp:  of  death. 

Under  i Week 

1-2  Weeks. 

. 

Ui 

0) 

fO 

w 

t/j 

4) 

1 

CO 

Total  under 

4 Weeks. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

“ 1 ;;;  ;;  ; 

62 

2 

1 1 

17 

I I 

lOt 

2 

49 

42 

33 

I 

28 

253 

3 

Small-pox 

... 

Chicken-pox  ...  

Measles 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

, , , 

X 

I 

2 

1 Diphtheria  and  Croup 

. - - 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

I 

I 

1 

3 

Abdominal  ruberculosis  (^)  ... 

I 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases... 

Meningitis  ('ll?/  Tubetculous) 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

2 

I 

4 

2 

3 

12 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

7 

7 

3 

7 

26 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

I 

1 

4 

5 

10 

5 

2S 

f Diarrhoea 

1 

X 

2 

I 

3 

3 

I 

10 

i Enteritis 

I 

I 

7 

7 

1 

16 

Gastritis 

2 

I 

I 

4 

Syphilis 

2 

2 

I 

6 

1 

10 

Rickets  ... 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

I 

I 

2 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

I 

I 

Atelectasis 

4 

I 

5 

5 

Congenital  Malformations  (c) 

4 

T 

5 

2 

I 

8 

Premature  Birth 

33 

7 

10 

3 

53 

8 

61 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

19 

2 

1 

s 

27 

'3 

1 

2 

43 

Other  Causes 

2 

I 

3 

1 

3 

5 

8 

20 

Totals  ... 

64 

12 

17 

II 

104 

49 

42 

34 

28 

257 

Nett  Births  in  the  year; — Legitimate,  2.620;  Illegitimate,  146. 
.N.U  „„  o,  { 


NOTES  TO  TABLE  IV. 


(a)  The  total  in  the  last  column  of  Table  iV.  equals  the  total  in  column  10  of  Table 

I,  and  in  column  3 of  Table  III. 

(b)  Under  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  are  included  deaths  from  Tuberculous  Peritonitis  and 

Enteritis  and  from  Tabes  Mesenterica. 

(f)  The  total  deaths  from  Congenital  Malformations,  Premature  Birth,  Atrophy,  Debility 
and  Marasmus,  equal  the  total  in  Table  III.  for  ages  under  one  year,  under  the 
heading  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  including  Premature  Birth. 

Want  of  Breast  Milk  is  included  under  Atrophy  and  Debility. 

(d)  For  references  to  the  meaning  of  any  other  headings.,  set  notes  attached  to  Table  III 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  257  deaths  of  Infants  below  one  year  of  age ; this 
gives  a mortality  per  thousand  births  of  92.5.  The  average 
mortality  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  89.0. 


The  following 

table  shows,  for  the  past 

twenty-five  years, 

the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one 

year  of  age  per 

thousand  births  in 

Coventry  compared  with  England  and  Wales 

generally  : — 

Year. 

England  and  Wales. 

Coventry. 

1894 

137 

157 

1895 

161 

»52 

1896 

148 

149 

1897 

156 

157 

1898 

161 

200 

o^ 

o^ 

00 

163 

164 

1900 

154 

13* 

1901 

151 

150 

1902 

133 

107 

1903 

132 

II4 

1904 

146 

137 

*905 

128 

104 

1906 

133 

144 

1907 

I18 

102 

1908 

121 

93 

1909 

109 

96 

1910 

106 

86 

I9I I 

128 

109 

1912 

95 

76 

1913 

109 

91.6 

1914 

104.8 

84.6 

1915 

IIO.O 

87.8 

1916 

91.0 

87-5 

1917 

97.0 

78.5 

1918 

97.0 

92-5 

The  infantile 

mortality  of  the  96  great 

towns  (including 

London)  was  106; 

that  of  the  148  smaller  towns,  94;  and  that  in 

England  and  Wales,  97. 

HEALTH  VISITORS’  REPORT. 

Miss  Barratt,  the  Superintendent  Health  \’isitor,  furnishes  the 
follow  ing  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Health  \'isitors  relating  to 
Infant  Welfare  : — 


COVENTRY  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

CHART  SINCE  1870. 


The  black  line  shews  the  rate  for  Coventry. 

The  clotted  line  shews  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Owing"  to  an  increased  staff  a largfer  amount  of  work  has 
been  possible  than  in  previous  years.  Out  of  a total  of  2,766 
births  occurringf  in  the  City,  2,284  have  been  visited  for  the  first 
time  and  the  usual  enquiry  made  concerning  the  health  of  the 
mother  and  infant.  These  visits  usually  take  place  when  the 
former  is  convalescent,  before  she  has  taken  up  her  usual  house- 
hold duties,  and  it  is  just  then  that  a visit  is  exceptionally  valued 
because  the  mother  is  feeling  the  loss  of  her  nurse  or  midwife, 
and  is  glad  of  expert  advice  regarding  her  baby. 

The  table  accompanying  this  report  gives  a summary  of  the 
details  found  concerning  the  infant  and  its  home  conditions.  By 
comparing  last  year’s  figures  with  those  of  iqiS,  I find  that  fewer 
babies  were  breast-fed  at  the  time  of  the  first  visit,  and  many 
more  were  having  a dried  milk  as  a substitute  for  cow’s  milk  when 
artificially  fed.  These  two  facts  alone  may  be  accounted  for  by 
the  very  exceptional  strain  that  many  mothers  were  bearing  with 
regard  to  the  food  question  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  and 
the  great  scarcity  of  fresh  cow’s  milk  for  bottle-fed  babies  all 
through  the  twelve  months. 

Where  the  Health  Visitor  found  that  the  mother  could  not 
buv  cow’s  milk  for  herself  or  her  infant,  the  case  was  reported 
to  me,  and  a note  given  to  the  mother  for  presentation  at  the 
Food  Control  Office.  After  a consultation  with  the  Executive 
Officer  of  the  the  Food  Control  Committee,  I arranged  to  give  a 
note  reporting  that  Mrs.  — — was  unable  to  purchase  milk,  and 
he  kindly  undertook  to  see  that  no  delav  occurred  in  the  mother 
receiving  a priority  form. 

The  systematic  home  visitation  that  has  been  done  from  this 
department  for  years  has  proved  that  it  is  the  only  way  to  ensure 
each  mother  being  reached.  Instances  are  frequently  occurring 
where  a timelv  visit  may  have  saved  a considerable  amount  of 
suffering,  and  perhaps  months  of  ill-health  among  infanLs. 
Two  cases  were  reported  to  me  within  a week,  where  each  baby 
of  less  than  4 months  old  was  discovered  to  be  having  bread-sop. 
•Another  small  infant  of  a few  weeks  old  was  found,  having  oat- 
meal gruel,  and  another  babv  was  having  milk,  but  the  quality 
and  quantity  were  quite  unsuitable  for  its  age.  In  all  the  above 
cases,  by  tactful  advice,  the  mother  was  found  quite  willing  to 
change  the  kind  of  food  and  to  regulate  the  quantity  according  to 
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directions  given ; after  subsequent  visits  the  infants  were  reported 
to  be  progressing  favourably. 

During  the  influenza  epidemic  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  work 
of  the  Health  Visitors  became  much  more  diflicult,  for  in  nearly 
every  house  they  found  illness  among  the  inmates,  and  sometimes 
every  member  of  the  family  was  confined  to  bed.  Advice  was 
frequently  asked  by  the  mother  while  she  was  waiting  for  the 
doctor’s  visit,  and  in  a few  instances  the  mother  was  urged  to 
send  for  medical  help  if  she  had  not  already  done  so,  because  of 
the  serious  condition  of  her  child. 

RE-VISITS. 

There  have  been  2,410  re-visits  made  to  infants  under  12 
months,  and  1,760  visits  to  children  from  i to  2 years  of  age, 
making  a total  of  4,170  in  all.  If,  however,  the  attendance  at  the 
infant  consultations,  2,167,  be  added  to  the  above  figures,  it  might 
be  said  that  the  number  of  times  infants  have  been  seen  was  6,337 
during  1918. 

Man^^  of  the  infants  which  w-ere  entirely  breast-fed  at  birth 
were  found  to  be  partially  or  w'holly  bottle-fed  on  a subsequent 
visit,  and  difliculties  had  arisen  with  regard  to  the  digestion.  Very 
frequently  a warm  welcome  has  been  accorded  because  of  help 
and  advice  given  in  former  years,  and  the  mother  feels  that  her 
knowledge  is  insuflicient  to  deal  wdth  the  present  difficulties. 

DEATHS. 

Only  a few  visits  where  deaths  of  infants  had  occurred  were 
found  necessary  to  investigate,  for  most  of  the  infants  who  had 
died  were  known  to  be  ill  and  w'ere  receiving  the  best  attention 
prior  to  the  death  taking  place. 

COMFORTERS. 

By  comparison  with  last  year’s  figures  it  is  a pleasure  to  find 
that  the  percentage  is  low^er  of  infants  who  were  found  having  a 
"dummy.”  We  feel  glad  that  this  pernicious  habit  is  decreas- 
ing, and  that  mothers  are  at  last  taking  heed  of  the  advice  given. 

COTS. 

The  question  of  cots,  cradles,  etc.,  for  infants  to  sleep  in  at 
night  has  always  received  attention.  Many  of  the  mothers  are 
eager  to  tell  the  Health  Visitor  that  their  baby  has  slept  in  a 
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cradle  since  birth,  before  the  question  can  be  asked.  Others  sav 
that  a cradle  or  cot  has  been  ordered,  or  that  thej'  intend  to 
arranj^e  for  the  baby  to  sleep  alone  in  a few  weeks  time. 

INVESTIGATION  REGARDING  WORK  PREVIOUS  TO 
THE  BIRTH  OF  THE  CHILD,  .AND  HOME  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  MOTHER. 

During  the  year  an  enquiry  was  made  by  the  Health  Visitors 
at  each  house  visited  concerning  the  work  done  by  the  mother  (if 
anv)  previous  to  the  birth  of  her  baby.  Out  of  the  2,583  births 
enquired  into,  including  94  still-births,  2,437  had  occurred  at 
home,  77  in  the  Infirmary,  60  in  Nursing  Homes,  and  9 in 
the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital.  Out  of  these  304 
women  were  said  to  have  worked  on  munitions,  and  127  had 
done  work  of  another  nature,  while  2,152  were  engaged  in  their 
own  household  duties.  At  the  time  of  enquiry,  a standard  was 
kept  in  mind,  and  the  birth  was  said  to  have  taken  place  in  either 
“ satisfactory  ” or  “ unsatisfactory  conditions  out  of  the  entire 
number  enquired  into,  24  were  considered  “unsatisfactory.” 

The  homes  deemed  “ unsatisfactory  ” were  chiefly  those 
where  the  room  in  which  the  confinement  had  taken  place  was 
what  is  known  as  a “combined  room,”  where  the  mother,  father 
and  children  (if  anv)  had  to  sleep  bv  night  and  live  bv  day;  also 
those  w here  the  mother  complained  that  she  could  not  obtain  any 
assistance  for  herself  and  her  children  bevond  that  which  her 
husband  could  do  when  he  returned  from  work.  Doubtless  many 
others  did  not  present  “ ideal  ” conditions,  and  the  advantages  of 
a maternity  home  would  have  been  preferable. 

INFANT  CONSULTATION  CENTRE. 

During  the  year  the  Infant  Welfare  Rooms  in  the  basement 
of  the  Council  House,  which  have  kindly  been  lent  temporarily  by 
the  Water  Engineer’s  Department,  were  altered  and  furnished 
for  this  work.  Previous  to  this  a room  on  the  ground  floor  of 
the  Council  House  was  kindly  lent  bv  the  Electricitv  Department, 
while  the  alterations  Were  being  made. 

.\s  a temporarv  arrangement  these  two  large  rooms  meet  our 
requirements.  The  attendances  at  the  Centre  have  increased 
during  the  twelve  months ; the  average  for  the  last  quarter  of  the 
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year  was  71  mothers  with  their  infants  each  week,  while  2,167 
attendances  were  recorded  for  the  year,  being  an  average  of  45.  i 
per  week.  Each  Health  Visitor  attends  once  a week  for  the 
weighing,  seeing  at  the  time  the  mothers  of  her  own  district,  and 
the  Superintendent  is  there  each  day.  The  rooms  are  open  on 
Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  from  2.30  to  4 
o’clock. 

Babies  and  young  children  are  weighed,  and  care  and  thought 
are  expended  on  delicate  infants,  and  where  it  is  considered 
advisable  the  mother  is  urged  to  take  her  infant  to  a Doctor,  or 
obtain  medical  advice  from  the  hospital.  Hospital  Tickets  are 
distributed  when  necessary.  Weight  charts  are  in  use  for  each 
child. 

Clothes,  as  pattern  garments,  for  infants  are  displayed  in  one 
of  the  rooms,  and  paper  patterns  are  given  away  as  desired ; the 
designs  of  the  garments  are  chosen  for  their  simplicity  and  use- 
fulness. 

Dried  milk  was  sold  at  cost  price  for  the  convenience  of 
mothers  with  artificially  fed  infants,  and  also  groats  in  albs, 
packets  to’  nursing  mothers,  owing  to  the  fact  that  this  food  was 
unprocurable  in  the  usual  way. 

Ninety-two  mothers  took  • advantage  of  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  groats  for  themselves,  while  16 1 bought  dried  milk  for 
their  infants.  .A.t  the  same  time  36  lbs.  of  groats  were  distributed 
free  to  eight  mothers  and  418  lbs.  of  dried  milk  were  also  allowed 
free  of  cost  for  varying  lengths  of  time  to  22  infants,  owing  to 
their  mother’s  inability  to  pay  for  it.  . 
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Births  Visited  During  the  Year  1918. 


Total  number,  2,284. 


Totals. 

Percentage. 

Kind  of  feeding — 

(i)  Entirely  breast  fed 

1762 

77-1 

(2)  Hand  and  breast  fed 

73 

3'i 

(3)  Entirely  hand  fed 

361 

15-8 

(4)  Unclassified 

88 

3-8 

Kind  of  food — (when  hand-fed) — 

(i)  Fresh  cow’s  milk  and  water 

196 

45‘i 

(2)  ,,  ,,  and  barley  water 

36 

8‘2 

(3)  ,,  ,,  with  Patent  b'oods 

32 

7'3 

(4)  Dried  Milk 

145 

33-4 

(5)  Condensed  Milk 

23 

5’3 

(6)  Biscuits,  bread-sop,  etc. 

2 

0-4 

Mode  of  feeding  — 

(i)  Boat  shaped  bottle 

404 

93-0 

(2)  Long  Tube  bottle 

16 

36 

(3)  Both 

2 

0-4 

(4)  Spoon 

12 

27 

Class  of  house  ; rent — 

(i)  Up  to  5/- 

440 

19*2 

(2)  Above  5/-  up  to  8/- 

1416 

61-9 

(3)  Above  SI- 

.340 

14-8 

(4)  Unclassified  ... 

88 

3-8 

Overcrowded  Houses — 

More  than  two  persons)  vt  r , 

, , ^ No.  of  houses 

per  bedroom  ) 

1105 

48-3 

Not  classified — 

Wrong  address  given,  or  removed,  or 

death  of  baby  before  visit 

88 

3-8 

Infants  sleeping  in  cots 

1588 

69*5 

Promises  to  get  cots 

325 

I4’2 

Comforters  used  ... 

665 

29-1 
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Zymotic  Disease. 


The  deaths  and  death-rate  from  the  seven  principal  infectious 
diseases  are  set  out  below  : — 


Notified. 

’Died. 

Case  Fatality 
per  cent. 

Small  Pox- 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

183 

4 

2.  18 

Diphtheria 

108 

20 

18.50 

Typhoid  Fever 

3 

I 

33-33 

Measles 

. 1, 1 1 1 

8 

p 

(0 

Whooping  Cough  .. 

— 

1 1 

— 

Diarrhoea 

— 

1 2 

— 

56 

This  corresponds  to  a death-rate  of  0.42.  The  average 
for  the  previous  ten  years  is  T.13.  The  proportion  of  this  rate 
attributable  to  each  of  these  diseases  is  shown  below,  together 
with  a comparative  statement  of  the  similar  figures  for  the  rest 
of  the  country  (except  in  regard  to  Diarrhoea,  in  which  case  the 
figures  give  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  among  children 
under  two  years  of  age  per  1,000  births). 


Coventry 

England 

and 

Wales. 

96  Great 
Towns. 

148  smaller 
Towns. 

Small  Pox 

0-00 

0-00 

0 00 

0 00 

Scarlet  Fever  . . ' . . 

003 

0-03 

0-04 

00-2 

Diphtheria 

0-15 

0-14 

0 15 

0-14 

Typhoid  Fever 

0-007 

0-03 

0-0-2 

0-03 

Measles 

006 

0-28 

0-36 

0-25 

Whooping  Cough 

0*082 

0-29 

0 34 

0-25 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  .. 
(See  note  above) . 

4*33 

10-99 

14-46 

9-73 

It  will  he  noted  that  in  all  of  these  specified  diseases  Coventry 
compares  not  unfavourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country;  and  that 
the  advantage  in  regard  to  the  local  figures  is  especially  marked 
in  tlie  case  of  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 
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Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  wliieli  liave 
occurred  in  Coventry  during  the  past  49  years  : — 


Year. 

Small 

Pox. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

iDiphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diar- 

rhoea. 

1870 

, , 

1 

18 

15 

9 

84 

1871 

166 

5 

5 

18 

35 

59 

1872 

57 

2 

8 

5 

15 

77 

1873 

9 

15 

18 

28 

45 

1874 

1 

1 11 

149 

5 

7 

45 

1875 

4 

1 fj 

16 

16 

61 

1876 

! 9 

>2 

30 

19 

25 

28 

1877 

2 

‘2 

19 

3 

3 

24 

1878 

« 

8 

20 

14 

24 

47 

1879 

2 

2 

7 

18 

18 

24 

1880 

3 

3 

3G 

6 

10 

96 

1881 

i 

5 

1 1 

58 

2 

S 

24 

1882 

10 

2 

17 

17 

4 

18 

1883 

'' 

.. 

2 

3 

5 

35 

1884 

5 

3 

18 

29 

50 

1885 

2 

i 

10 

2 

20 

1886 

14 

18 

49 

31 

49 

1887 

7 

2 

14 

9 

40 

1888 

3 

, , 

6 

1 

14 

25 

1889 

2 

1 

13 

50 

8 

38 

1890 

4 

5 

2 

1 

3 

45 

1891 

7 

1 

36 

15 

29 

1892 

9 

, , 

4 

4 

30 

1893 

9 

1 

, , 

. . 

7 

44 

1894 

i 

6 

3 

13 

54 

25 

15 

1895 

5 

3 

19 

3 

20 

61 

1896 

12 

3 

9 

35 

- 8 

44 

1897 

3 

4 

6 

16 

6 

80 

1898 

6 

5 

10 

29 

4 

131 

1899 

18 

5 

3 

13 

39 

63 

1900 

6 

22* 

17 

50 

2 

75 

1901 

15 

31  • 

18 

3 

32 

83 

1902 

6 

31* 

10 

9 

28 

1903 

3 

2 

34* 

5 

57 

15 

34 

1904 

1 

1 

11* 

10 

, ^ 

48 

4!) 

1905 

6 

13* 

1 

60 

1 

31 

1906 

4 

12* 

5 

1 

38 

138 

1907 

1 

10* 

4 

20 

4 

34 

1908 

1 

8* 

7 

3 

20 

47 

1909 

4 

11  ‘ 

24 

67 

29 

18 

1910 

5 

15* 

25 

6 

10 

16 

1911 

1 

17* 

30 

66 

30 

51 

1912 

30* 

17 

52 

34 

6 

1913 

2 

33* 

2 

9 

22 

21 

1914 

2 1 

12* 

6 

25  1 

15 

24 

1915 

5 

37’ 

14 

87  1 

13 

16 

1916 

1 

49* 

6 

42 

45 

14 

1917 

1 

26* 

4 

21  , 

1 

9 

1918 

1 

20* 

4 

8 ' 

11 

12 

* The  Deaths  from  Membranous  Croup  are  here  included. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  DIAGNOSIS  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

Aclvantayfc  i.s  being"  taken  of  the  facilities  afforded  by  your 
Corncil  to  medical  men  to  obtain  bacteriological  assistance  in  the 
diagnosis  of  infectious  disease.  The  total  number  of  specimens 
examined  is  given  below. 


Typhoid  Fever 

Samples 

sent. 

4 

Result 

positive. 

Result 

negative. 

4 

Diphtheria 

...  528 

140 

388 

Phthisis 

208 

39 

i6g 

Influenza 

I 

— , 

I 

Syphilis 

544 

183 

303  (58  partial  positives) 

Gonococci  or  Pneumococci  i 

— 

I 

1286 

362 

866 

Of  the  above  specimens  231  diphtheria  swabs  were  sent  from 
the  City  Hospital,  and  427  Wassermanh  samples  from  the 
Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital. 

Epidemic  Diarrhosa. 

Twelve  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Epidemic  Enteritis 
and  four  to  Diarrhoea  not  returned  as  infective.  Reference  to  the 
table  on  page  33  will  show  how  this  figure  compares  with  previous 
years.  In  this  table  deaths  from  such  ill-defined  causes  as 
Enteritis,  Gastro-enteritis,  etc.,  are  not  included. 

Measles. 

Eight  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Measles.  .All  of 
these,  with  two  exceptions,  were  among  children  under  five  years 
• of  age. 

In  1915  an  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  made 
.Measles  and  German  Measles  notifiable  diseases.  During  1918 
there  were  1,111  cases  notified. 

Of  the  total  above  given,  1,071  were  classed  as  Measles,  and 
40  as  German  Measles  or  Rubella. 

Of  these  i,iii  notifications  received,  all  were  from  medical 
men,  except  in  13  instances,  when  the  notifications  came  from 
parents  or  others.  These  latter  cases  were  visited  bv  the  Health 
Visitors. 
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One  thousand  and  thirty-eiglit  cases  of  Measles  among  school 
children  were  visited  by  the  School  Nurses. 


MEASLES,  1890  1918. 


Year. 

Population. 

No.  of  cases 
notified. 

No.  of  deaths. 

Mortality  per  10,000 
of  the  population. 

1890 

» 49,600 

1 

0-20 

1891 

52,724 

1,341 

36 

6-82 

1892 

54,000 

332 

4 

0-74 

1893 

54,700 

39 

1894 

55,300 

2,353 

54 

9-76 

1896 

56,000 

116 

3 

0-53 

1896 

59,151 

1,205 

35 

5-91 

1897 

61,234 

16 

2-61 

1898 

61,555 

29 

4-71 

1899 

61,796 

13 

2- 10 

1900 

70,075 

50 

713 

1901 

70,300 

3 

0-42 

1902 

73,000 

1903 

75,700 

57 

7-52 

1904 

77,500 

1906 

81,000 

60 

7-40 

1906 

83.900 

1 

Oil 

1907 

87,000 

20 

2-29 

1908 

91,000 

3 

0-32 

1909 

93,600 

67 

7-16 

1910 

102,000 

6 

0-58 

1911 

107,287 

66 

6- 15 

1912 

111,166 

52 

4 '67 

1913 

115.064 

9 

0-78 

1914 

119,003 

25 

210 

1916 

122,982 

87 

7-07 

1916 

127,089 

2,432 

42 

3-22 

1917 

130,000 

871 

21 

1-61 

1918 

133,000 

1,111 

8 

0-60 

Arrangements  have  been  entered  into  with  the  Coventry  Dis- 
trict Nursing  Association  and  with  the  Foleshill  District  Nursing 
Association  for  the  home  nursing  of  cases  of  Measles  or  German 
Measles  when  this  appears  to  be  called  for. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
notified  during  the  year,  and  four  deaths  were  registered  as  due 
to  this  disease.  A reference  to  the  table  on  page  36  shows  the 
comparison  of  these  figures  with  those  of  other  years. 

A reference  to  the  table  on  page  22  will  show  that  the  cases 
occurred  all  over  the  City. 

One  hundred  and  fortv-two  of  the  notified  cases  were  removed 
to  tlie  City  Hospital,  that  is  77.5  per  cent  were  so  removed. 

It  mav  be  noted  that  the  local  incidence  rate  of  Scarlet  Fever 
in  1918  was  lower  than  it  has  been  in  the  past  25  years. 


Comparison  of  Scarlet  Fever  Cases,  Removals  to  Isolation  Hospital, 
and  Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever. 


Year. 

Estimaled 

Population 

Total 
No.  of 
cases 
notified. 

No.  of 
deaths 
regist’rd 

Fatality 
per  cent. 

No.  of 
cases 
treated 
in 

Hospital 

.tttack 
rate  per 
lOOOpop- 
ulation. 

Per- 

centage 

removed 

Hospital 

Mortlity 
per  1000 
popula- 
tion. 

Average 

Mortlity 

per 

10,000. 

1870 

37,300 

.. 

18 

•48 

1871 

37,670 

5 

13 

1872 

38,100 

8 

•20 

1873 

38,450 

15 

•39 

1874 

38,950 

149 

, , 

* • . 

3-82 

y 7-29 

1875 

39,446 

1 

16 

12 

•40 

1876 

39,890 

30 

22 

■75 

1877 

40,344 

19 

. . 

36 

■47 

1878 

40,778 

20 

34 

49 

1879 

41,222 

7 

46 

•16 

1880 

41,666 

36 

. . 

90 

■86 

1881 

42,111 

58 

156 

. . 

1-37 

1882 

42,750 

17 

47 

. , 

•39 

1883 

44,000 

2 

26 

•04 

1884 

44,500 

3 

30 

. , 

■06 

1885 

45,000 

10 

97 

, . 

•22 

F 4 03 

1886 

45,, 500 

18 

84 

, , 

•39 

1887 

46,500 

14 

, . 

142 

•32 

1888 

47,500 

6 

162 

•12 

1889 

48,500 

13 

, , 

176 

, . 

•26 

1890 

49,500 

67 

2 

30 

58 

1-35 

86-5 

•04 

> 

1891 

52,724 

42 

0 

■0 

37 

•79 

88  0 

•0 

1892 

54,000 

38 

0 

•0 

27 

■70 

71-0 

■0 

1893 

54,700 

33 

0 

0 

25 

•60 

75-7 

•0 

1894 

55,. 300 

385 

13 

3-3 

319 

6-96 

82-8 

•23 

1895 

56,000 

439 

19 

4-3 

408 

7-66 

92-9 

•33 

^ 104 

1896 

59,151 

313 

9 

29 

288 

5-29 

94-2 

•15 

1897 

61,2.34 

221 

6 

2-7 

216 

3-60 

97-7 

•09 

1898 

61,555 

278 

10 

3-6 

266 

4-5 

95  3 

•16 

1899 

61,796 

188 

3 

1-6 

183 

30 

97  3 

•04 

1900 

70,075 

637 

17 

2-5 

609 

909 

95  6 

•24 

' 

1901 

70,300 

781 

18 

2-3 

384 

11-1 

491 

•25 

1902 

73,000 

245 

10 

4-0 

211 

3 3 

861 

•13 

1903 

75.700 

121 

5 

4-1 

110 

1-6 

90-9 

•06 

1904 

77  500 

222 

10 

4-5 

197 

30 

88-7 

•13 

^ 1-24 

1905 

81,000 

249 

1 

•4 

225 

3 0 

90-3 

•01 

1906 

83,900 

312 

5 

1-6 

286 

3 7 

916 

06 

1907 

87,000 

247 

4 

1-6 

229 

2-8 

92-5 

04 

1908 

9 1 ,000 

238 

7 

2-9 

225 

2-6 

94-5 

•07 

1909 

93,500 

704 

24 

3-4 

566 

7-5 

80-3 

•25 

1910 

102,000 

1201 

25 

2 0 

877 

11-7 

73-0 

24 

' 

1911 

107,287 

1342 

30 

2-2 

971 

12-5 

72-3 

•28 

1912 

111.166 

681 

17  ' 

2-4 

5. '•>5 

61 

81-4 

•15 

1913 

115,064 

244 

2 i 

0-82 

236 

2-1  j 

96-3  1 

•01 

1914 

119,003 

652 

6 

0-92 

520 

5-4 

79-7 

•05 

- 104 

1915 

122,982 

656 

14  ; 

2-13 

530 

5-3  ; 

80  7 

•11 

1916 

127,089 

.395 

6 ' 

161 

312 

3^1  1 

79-4 

•04 

1917 

1.30,000 

291 

4 1 

1-37 

226 

2-2  1 

77-6 

■03 

1918 

133.000 

18.3 

4 ! 

2-18 

142 

1-3  ; 

77-5 

•03 

37 


Small  Pox. 

\o  cases  of  Small  Pox  were  notified  during-  the  year. 

Vaccination. 

The  following-  arc  ihc  returns  of  the  X’accination  Ollicer  for 
the  past  five  years  : — 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths 

Unvacciriat'd 

Vaccinated. 

Un  vaccinat’d 

Percentage 

Vaccinated 

1914 

3203 

189 

545 

2450 

17-0 

1915 

2936 

176 

650 

2235 

22-1 

1916 

2996 

249 

686 

2061 

22-9 

1917 

2738 

154 

360 

• 2224 

13  0 

1918 

2857 

188 

308 

2361 

10-7 

Declaraiions  made  of 
Conscieniious  Objection. 

1914  ...  ...  ...  2067 

1915  ...  ...  ...  1867 

1916  ...  ...  ...  1946 

1917  ...  ...  ...  1830 

1918  ...  ...  ...  1763 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  community  is  becoming-  larg-ely  an 
unvaccinated  one. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

There  were  three  cases  notified  as  Typhoid  Fever,  and  one 
death  was  attributed  to  it.  Only  In  the  case  of  one  of  these  was 
admission  to  the  City  Hospital  desired,  and  this  case  was  there 
diagfnosed  as  Pneumonia,  and  not  Typhoid  Fever.  The  fatal 
case  was  a death  from  sequelae  (Peripheral  Neuritis)  arising-  six 
months  after  an  attack,  which  occurred  in  the  previous  year. 

Diphtheria. 

During  the  year  108  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  and 
20  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  it. 

The  table  shows  how  these  figures  compare  with  those  of 
previous  years.  It  may  be  noted  that  the  incidence  rate  of 
Diphtheria  was  lower  than  it  has  been  since  1907. 

Serum  is  provided  free  of  cost  by  your  Sanitary  Committee, 
and  is  used  In  the  large  majority  of  cases. 
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Comparison  of  the  Fatality,  Incidence,  and  Mortality  of 
Diphtheria  in  different  years. 


Year. 

■ 

RHtiiDated 

I’lipulation. 

'total 
No.  of 
Cases 
Xotiflecl. 

V f 

No.  of 

Deaths 

Kejjistr'd. 

Fatality 
per  cent. 

No.  of 
Cases 
'treated 
in 

Hospital. 

Attack 
Hate 
per  1000 
Popula- 
tion. 

I’er- 

centaiie 

removed 

to 

Hospital. 

Mortality 
per  1000 
Popula- 
tion. 

1890 

49,500 

15 

6 

40-0 

0 30 

0-120 

1891 

52,724 

14 

4 

28-5 

0-26 

, , 

0-075 

1892 

54.000 

19 

2 

10-5 

0 35 

0 037 

1893 

54,700 

10 

2 

20-0 

0-18 

0 036 

1894 

55,300 

21 

5 

23-8 

0 38 

, , 

0 090 

1895 

56,000 

12 

6 

50-0 

0-21 

0-100 

1896 

69,151 

17 

6 

35-3 

0-28 

0-100 

1897 

61,234 

25 

10 

40-0 

• • 

0-40 

0-160 

1898 

61,555 

33 

15 

45-4 

0-53 

0-240 

1899 

61,796 

63 

16 

30-2 

0-85 

0-250 

1900 

70,075 

66 

22 

33-3 

0-94 

(‘-310 

1901 

70,300 

139 

31 

22-1 

4 

1-97 

2'8 

0 440 

1902 

73,000 

136 

31 

22-8 

3 

1 86 

2-2 

0-420 

1903 

75,700 

127 

34 

26-7 

1 

1-67 

0-7 

0•4.^0 

1904 

77,500 

78 

11 

14-1 

4 

1-00 

51 

0-140 

1905 

81,000 

67 

13 

19-4 

3 

0-82 

4-4 

01 60 

1906 

83,900 

59 

12 

20-3 

7 

0-70 

11-8 

0-140 

1907 

87,00(1 

43 

10 

23-2 

1 

0-49 

2-3 

0-110 

1908 

91,000 

108 

8 

7-4 

9 

1 18 

8-3 

0-087 

1909 

93,500 

121 

11 

9-0 

8 

1 20 

6-6 

0 110 

1910 

102,000 

104 

15 

14-4 

■ 2 

1-02 

1-9 

0147 

1911 

107,287 

161 

17 

10-5 

13 

1-.50 

8-0 

0-158 

1912 

111,166 

216 

30 

13-8 

8 

1-94 

31 

0-269 

1913 

115,064 

187 

33 

17-6 

20 

1-02 

10-7 

0-286 

1914 

119,003 

135 

12 

8-8 

9 

113 

6-6 

0-010 

1915 

122,982 

209 

37 

17-7 

31 

1-69 

14-8 

0-300 

1916 

127,089 

343 

49 

14-2 

76 

2-69 

221 

()'385 

1917 

130,000 

178 

26 

14-6 

34 

1-36 

191 

0-200 

1918 

133,000 

108 

20 

18-5 

36  1 

0-81 

32-4 

0-157 

Whooping  Cough. 

Notifications  were  received  from  Head  Teachers  of  Schools 
as  to  148  alleged  cases  of  this  disease  occurring  in  the  homes  of 
children,  and  eleven  deaths  were  recorded. 


Erysipelas. 

Fifty-five  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  and  four  deaths 
were  attributed  to  it. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

.Six  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified ; three  deaths  were 
registered  as  due  to  it.  A comparison  of  these  figures  with  those 
of  previous  years  is  given  on  page  66. 

U’hen  notified,  these  cases  are  visited  by  the  Health  \’isitors 
who  report  about  them,  and  also  give  advice  concerning  the  dis- 
infection of  those  in  attendance  before  attending  other  confine- 
ments. 
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MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902. 

There  were  44  Midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  prac- 
tise during-  the  year.  Out  of  these  six  have  acted  chiefly  as 
maternity  nurses,  taking  perhaps  one  or  two  i-nidwifery  cases 
during  the  twelve  months ; one  died,  four  left  the  City,  and  one 
had  her  name  removed  from  the  roll  by  the  Central  Midwives’ 
Board. 

The  formal  inspection  of  midwives  is  undertaken  by  the 
.Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  when  the  books,  bags  and  appli- 
ances are  seen,  and  advice  given  regarding  new  rules  or  details 
occurring  in  their  practice.  Visits  numbering  131  have  been 
made  to  midwives  in  their  own  homes,  besides  several  interviews 
which  have  taken  place  at  the  Council  House  when  a midwife  has 
made  enquiry  regarding  some  doubtful  point  in  her  work.  The 
Health  Visitors  have  made  14  other  visits  relating  to  cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  or  Puerperal  Fever,  making  145  visits 
altogether. 

The  midwives’  registers  show  that  2,397  cases  have  been 
attended  during  the  year;  of  these,  150  have  occurred  outside  the 
City  area,  leaving  2,247  cases  as  having  taken  place  in  Coventry. 
Out  of  these,  280  have  been  doc(prs’  cases,  where  a midwife  has 
been  in  attendance  as  well.  This  leaves  1,967  cases  attended  by 
midwives  out  of  the  total  number  of  births  occurring  within  the 
City,  2,766. 

There  have  been  received  405  notices  of  sending  for  medical 
help  during  the  year  (see  accompanying  table) ; 5 notifications  of 
death  occurring  before  medical  aid  could  be  obtained ; and  4 
notifications  of  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection.  32  letters 
have  been  sent  to  midwives  during  1918,  five  of  which  have 
been  letters  of  caution  with  regard  to  failure  in  carrying  out  the 
rules  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board.  Three  visits  have  also 
been  made  by  the  .Superintendent  Health  Visitor  with  regard  to 
the  same  offence  and  a verbal  caution  given. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Sanitary  Committee  reported 
a ca.se  of  gross  negligence  to  the  Central  Midwives’  Board,  viz., 
a midwife  failing  to  call  in  medical  aid  for  the  patient,  who  became 
very  ill  shortly  after  her  confinement.  The  case  was  notified  by 
the  medical  man  called  in  by  the  mother  of  the  patient,  as  one  of 
puerperal  fever.  The  evidence  against  the  midwife  was  that  she 
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could  not  take  a patient’s  temperature  or  pulse,  as  laid  dowm  in 
the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board,  and  that  she  failed  to 
recognise  serious  symptoms  indicating-  that  medical  aid  should  be 
soug-hl.  'I'he  case  was  heard  before  the  Hoard  in  London;  Miss 
Barratt,  as  Inspector  of  Midwives,  was  asked  to  attend  and  report 
on  the  work  of  the  midwife.  The  decision  arrive<l  at  was  that 
her  name  should  be  removed  from  the  Roll. 

.Another  instance  of  a midwife  failing  to  call  in  medical  aid 
in  accordance  with  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Central  Midwives’ 
Board  was  reported  to  the  Board ; the  midwife  having  on  two 
occasions  been  cautioned  for  a similar  fault,  viz.,  that  of  neglect- 
ing to  call  in  a doctor  for  discharging  eyes  of  an  infant.  Miss 
Barratt  was  asked  to  appear  before  the  Board  at  the  time  the  case 
was  heard  and  report  on  the  work  of  the  midwife.  The  Board 
decided  to  withhold  their  verdict  for  the  time  being,  desiring  that 
reports  of  the  midwife’s  work  be  sent  to  them,  at  intervals  of 
three  months,  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  at  the  end  of 
six  months  the  case  was  dismissed  with  a caution,  as  the  reports 
were  favourable. 

The  causes  of  sending  for  medical  help  were  as  follows  : — 


For  th*  Mother. 

For  the  Child. 

Prolonged  Labour 

74 

Inflamaiion  of  or  Discharge  from 

Lacerated  Perineum 

64 

Eyes 

56 

Premature  Birth  ... 

26 

Debility 

30 

Rise  of  Temperature 

23 

Rash 

5 

Adherent  Placenta  or  Membranes 

21 

Deformity  ... 

5 

Haemorrhage 

15 

Phimosis 

3 

Abnormal  Presentation  ... 

14 

Jaundice 

2 

Breech 

8 

Convulsions 

I 

Prolapse  of  Cord  ... 

8 

Other  Causes 

9 

Abortion  or  threatened  Abortion 

7 

Eclampsia  ... 

4 

Purulent  Discharge 

4 

CEdema  

4 

Pain  in  Leg 

3 

Exhaustion  

2 

Abdominal  Pain  ... 

2 

Excessive  Sickness 

2 

Contracted  Pelvis 

I 

Placenta  Praevia  ... 

I 

Other  Causes 

I T 

294 

I I I 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  or  of  Cerebro-Spinal  F'ever 
were  notified. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  table  on  page  43  shows  that  there  were  registered  171 
deaths  as  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  41  to  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  under  the  Regulations  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  is  set  out  in  the  table  on  page  42. 

The  routine  steps  taken  locally  to  combat  this  disease  have 
been  dealt  with  in  previous  reports. 

The  following  table  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  recommended 
by  the  late  Dr.  Bulstrode,  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  show- 
ing the  position,  so  far  as  “ remaining  mcU  ” is  concerned,  of 
those  patients  who  have  gone  from  Coventry  to  Sanatoria  : — 


PATIENTS. 


Year  of 
.\dmission. 

No. 

Admitted. 

Left  Coventry, 

Known  to  be  Remaining  well  at  end 
of  year. 

unable  to  trace. 

1909  1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1909 

19 

11  10 

8 

7 

5 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

1910 

20 

...  12 

1.3 

10 

7 

5 

6 

5 

4 

2 

1911 

23 

3 

15 

16 

12 

9 

11 

9 

9 

6 

1912 

16 

3 

19 

23 

21 

19 

21 

14 

14 

1913 

60 

12 

...  i ... 

33 

38 

35 

30 

26 

26 

1914 

119 

21 

. . 

43 

63 

54 

42 

42 

1915 

139 

14 



86 

81 

81 

71 

1916 

194 

18 

114 

111 

100 

1917 

179 

12 

• . • 

... 

104 

97 

1918 

157* 

9 

... 

... 

... 

51 

956 

i f 

1 9‘i 

1 

412 

Out  of  the  total  (412)  remaining  well  at  the  end  of  the  year,  406  are  said  to 
be  at  work  daily,  or  in  the  case  of  children  at  school. 

* Out  of  this  number  (157)  there  were  25  patients  in  Sanatoria  on  December 
Slst,  1918. 


Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912. 

Summary  of  Notifications  received  during  year  igi8. 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  last  45  years. 


Year. 

Esti- 

mated 

Fopu- 

Phthisis. 

Phthisis 

Death 

Rate. 

Other 
forms  of 
Tuber- 

Totals. 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Death 

Averages 
of  Tuber- 
culosis 

lation. 

culosis. 

Rate. 

Death 

Rates. 

1874* 

39,000 

38 

1-94 

12 

50 

2-56\ 

1 

1 

1875 

39,446 

83 

2-14 

34 

117 

2 96 

1 

1876 

39,890 

70 

1-76 

22 

92 

2 30 

: 2-53 

1877 

40,344 

66 

1-63 

29 

95 

2 35 

• 

1878 

40,778 

84 

2-06 

13 

97 

2-37 

' 

1879 

41,222 

89 

2-15 

22 

111 

2-68  i 

I 

1880 

41,666 

78 

1-87 

36 

114 

2-741 

1 

1881 

42,111 

65 

1-54 

28 

93 

2 20 

188‘2 

42,750 

62 

1-47 

22 

84 

1-96 

2-15 

1883 

44,000 

74 

1-78 

15 

89 

2 02 

r 

1884 

44,500 

82 

1-84 

18 

100 

2 24 

1885 

45,000 

72 

1-60 

16 

88 

1-74, 

1886 

45,500 

60 

1-31 

13 

73 

1 60\ 
2-04  ' 

1887 

46,500 

70 

1-50 

25 

95 

1888 

47,500 

61 

1-28 

15 

76 

1 60 

1 93 

1889 

48,500 

103 

2-12 

11 

114 

2 33 

r 

1890 

49,500 

91 

1-84 

21 

112 

2 26 

1891 

52,724 

78 

1-47 

14 

92 

1-74J 

1892 

54,000 

79 

1-46 

33 

112 

2 07  \ 

1893 

54,700 

70 

1-28 

30 

100 

1 82 

1894 

1895 

55,.300 

56,000 

73 

70 

1-32 

1-25 

32 

27 

105 

97 

1 88 

1 73 

■ 

1-82 

1896 

59,151 

86 

1-45 

19 

105 

1-78 

1897 

61,234 

69 

1-12 

33 

102 

1 66j 

! 

1898 

61,555 

64 

1-03 

28 

92 

l-49'i 

1899 

61,796 

85 

1-37 

29 

114 

1 84 

i 

1900 

1901 

70,075 

70,.300 

105 

83 

1-49 

1-18 

36 

35 

141 

118 

2-01 

1 67 

- 

1 1.73 

1902 

73,000 

81 

1-10 

39 

120 

1-64 

1903 

75.700 

87 

1 15 

43 

130 

1-71' 

' 

1904 

77,500 

78 

1-00 

30 

108 

1-39^ 

1905 

81.000 

75 

0-92 

29 

104 

1-28 

1906 

83.900 

88 

1-04 

40 

128 

1-51 

1-51 

1907 

87,000 

108 

1-24 

42 

150 

1-72 

1908 

91  000 

120 

1-31 

41 

161 

1-76 

1909 

93,500 

97 

1-03 

37 

134 

1-43J 

1910 

102,000 

88 

0-87 

49 

137 

1-351 

1911 

107,287 

87 

0-80 

30 

117 

1-08 

1912 

111.166 

115 

103 

34 

149 

1-34 

, ' 1-39 

1913 

115,064 

140 

1-21 

36 

170 

1-52 

1 

1914 

119,003 

150 

1-26 

30 

180 

1-51 

1 

1915 

122,982 

152 

1-23 

39 

191 

1-55  J 

1916 

127,089 

156 

1-22 

41 

197 

1-55) 

1-67 

1917 

130,000 

156 

1-20 

50 

206 

1-58 

1918 

133,000 

171 

1-28 

41 

212 

1-59  J 

* Latter  half  of  year  only. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER. 

Dr.  J.  Me  G.  Williams  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ During  1918,  the  work  at  the  Dispensary  in  the  Quadrant 
followed  the  general  lines  of  the  previous  year.  'FRere  was  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  attendances  of  the  patients. 
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The  number  of  new  cases  was  420,  as  compared  with  393  in 
1917.  Twenty-one  of  these  were  examined  in  their  own  hcmies. 

The  Dispensary  is  open  from  7 to  9 p.m.  on  d'uesdays,  and 
2 to  5 p.m.  on  Fridays.  Patients  can  be  seen  on  any  day  by 
appointment. 

In  June  last  it  was  decided  that  the  arran_£femcnt&  for  send- 
ing patients  to  Sanatoria  and  Hospitals  for  the  whole  area  of  the 
Joint  Committee  should  be  made  at  this  Dispensary. 

Preferential  Sanatorium  treatment  has  to  be  given  to  dis- 
charged sailors  and  soldiers,  and  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  find 
beds  for  these  men  immediately  on  their  discharge  from  the 
Services.  So  far,  however,  none  of  them  have  had  to  wait  more 
than  a few  days  for  admission. 

Dr.  Bigg,  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  Bramcote  Sana- 
torium resigned  in  .August,  1918,  and  Dr.  Edwards  took  up  his 
duties  there  earlv  in  the  following  October. 

In  July,  1918,  the  Joint  Committee  took  over  from  the 
Coventry  Corporation  the  lease  of  six  beds  at  Winsley  Sana- 
torium, near  Bath,  and  these  beds  are  noAv  available  for  County 
patients  as  well  as  patients  living  in  Coventry. 

The  following  tables  give  the  usual  information  regarding  the 
patients.  The  figures  dealing  with  recruits  examined  for  the 
.•\rmy  are  given  separately  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


New  Patients — 

Insured  Males 
Uninsured  Males  ... 
Insured  Females  ... 
Uninsured  Females 
Pulmonary 
Non-Pulmonary 
Non-Tubercular 


216  \ 


57  _ 

63 

84. 

364 

16  • 
40 


420 


420 


On  Dispensary  1 

Put  on  Dispensary 

Treatment. 

Treatment 

Total. 

1st  .laniiary, 

during  191S. 

Insured 

14 

>J 

23) 

■ 

Uninsured 

22 

i 

19  j 

45 


Contacts  Examined. 

'I'ljbercular. 

Not  Tubercular. 

Doubtful— under 
observation. 

28 

12 

10 

6 

Total  Attendances  of  patients  ...  2,452 

Attendances  of  County  patients  ..  319 

Stage  of  Disease  {Nexv  Cases).  Turban  Gerhardt. 


Stage  1. 

Stage  11. 

Stage  111. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Not  Tubercular. 

Total. 

248 

87 

29 

16 

40 

420 

-Most  of  the  40  cases  that  were  not  definitely  tubercular  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  such  diseases  as  Chronic  Bronchitis, 
.Asthma  and  Bronchiectasis.  They  are  being  kept  under 
observation.  'I'his  number  is  excluded  from  the  remaining 
tables. 


.Ige  Periods  {New  Cases). 


0-5. 

5-10. 

10-15 

15-20. 

20-25. 

25-30.  30-35. 

36  40.  40-45 

45-50. 

Over  50. 

Total. 

8 

30 

40 

42 

50 

70  55 

43  27 

t 

9 

6 

380 

Condition  of  Teeth  {New  Cases). 


Good,  up  to  More  than 

4 Decayed.  4 Decayed. 

Pyorrhoea. 

Dentures.  Partial 
or  Complete. 

Total. 

.204  92 

36 

48 

380 

Family  History  of  Tuberculosis  {New’ Cases). 


Near  Relatives. 

Distant  Relatives. 

No  Relatives 
Tubercular. 

Total. 

103 

60 

217 

.380 

During  1918,  27  patients  were  sent  to  Winsley  Sanatorium, 
near  Bath;  of  these  25  were  insured  and  2 uninsured.  26  com- 
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pleted  their  course  of  treatment  during-  the  year,  and  the  average 
length  of  stay  was  7.45  weeks. 

1 18  patients  were  admitted  to  Bramcote  Sanatorium  during 
the  year  ; of  these  81  were  insured  and  37  uninsured.  104  com- 
pleted their  course  of  treatment  in  1918,  and  the  average  length 
of  stay  was  7.39  weeks.  27  patients  had  12  weeks  or  more 
Institutional  treatment,  and  40  had  8 week.s.  'I'he  average  for 
the  two  Sanatoria  is  7.42  weeks,  as  against  6 weeks  in  1917. 
One  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (uninsured)  had  J2  weeks’ 
treatment  at  .North wood  Sanatorium,  and  1 case  of  caries  of  the 
spine  (uninsured)  had  18^  weeks  in  the  Warneford  Hospital, 
Leamington. 

The  Coventry  Insurance  Committee  sent  two  “ Pensions 
Ministry  cases  ” (cases  not  likely  to  benefit  materially  by  Institu- 
tional treatment,  but  who  should  be  in  an  Institution)  to  sanatoria 
(Nottingham  Fever  Hospital  and  the  Beechwood  Sanatorium, 
Newport). 

150  cases  (some  of  whom  were  admitted  in  1917)  were 
examined  soon  after  their  discharge  from  sanatoria,  and  the 
following  table  gives  the  condition  of  their  lungs. 


Much  Improved- 

Improved. 

Stationary. 

Worse. 

Total. 

14 

101 

30 

150 

One  patient  (a  discharged  soldier)  died  in  Bramcote  Sana- 
torium. It  will  be  seen  that  fewer  patients  were  sent  to  Sanatoria 
than  in  1917,  and  that  they  stayed  longer.  The  results  on  the 
whole  are  better. 

362  cases  of  twelve  months  duration  and  over  were  examined 
with  a view  to  ascertain  their  working  capacity.  The  cases  were 
not  selected,  but  the  information  was  noted  during  the  annual 
re-examinations  of  the  old  cases. 


Doing  some  work 
at  date  of 
examination. 

Not  working, 
but  able  to  do 
light  work. 

t'nflt  for  work 
of  anv  kind. 

Total . 

270 

22 

70 

* 

362 

75% 

6% 

19% 
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Contacts.— Fewer  contacts  were  sent  for  examination  than 
in  the  previous  year. 

Tuberculin. — This  was  used  in  suitable  cases.  The  results 
in  the  gland  cases  and  in  a few  cases  of  bone  disease  were  good. 

Shelters. — At  the  end  of  the  year  1917,  the  Coventry  City 
Council  entered  into  an  agreement  to  hire  their  shelters  for 
tubercular  persons  to  the  Warwickshire  and  Coventry  Joint  Com- 
mittee. This  arrangement  continued  during  1918.  On  the 
31st  December,  1918,  15  shelters  were  in  use;  14  of  these  were 
occupied  by  Coventry  patients,  and  one  was  in  use  at  Mere  End 
by  a Warwickshire  patient.  During  the  year  3 shelters  were 
taken  down  on  ceasing  to  be  required,  and  7 were  erected  at  new 
addresses. 

Children. — 90  children  (up  to  16  years)  attended  the  Dispen- 
sary. 80  were  pulmonary  and  10  non-pulmonary ; 41  were  boys 
and  49  girls.  The  pulmonary  cases  were  classified  into  Stage  I., 
51;  Stage  II.,  lo;  Stage  III.,  4;  not  definitely  tubercular,  15. 

Dental  Treatment, — This  treatment  (extractions)  has  been 
continued  at  Bramcote  Sanatorium,  with  good  results.  The 
Coventry  Insurance  Committee  supplied  two  cases  with  artificial 
dentures. 

After  Care. — The  Tuberculosis  Nurse  tried  to  obtain  outdoor 
employment,  clothing,  and  financial  help  for  some  of  the  patients. 
•A  certain  measure  of  success  attended  these  efforts,  but  much 
more  might  be  done  by  more  organised  effort  in  this  direction. 
A gift  of  clothing  was  received  from  Lady  Peel’s  Needlework 
Guild. 

There  were  106  applications  for  help  from  patients.  The 
following  table  shows  how  the  cases  were  dealt  with  : — 


Suitable  employment  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Financial  help  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  19 

Clothing  supplied  ...  ...  25 

Pensions  obtained  or  increased...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sent  to  Open  Air  Schools,  Homes,  Sanatoria  ...  ...  6 

Arrangements  for  admission  to  Infirmary  ...  ...  4 

Special  nursing  arrangements  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Spinal  carriage  lent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nothing  done  for  various  reasons  ...  ...  ...  25 
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Sums  amounting:  to  ;^'c)  i8s.  6ci.  were  g-iven  to  various 
patients,  and  g had  allowances  for  milk,  the  funds  being-  derived 
froni  charitable  sources. 

606  visits  were  made  bv  N^urse  Shaw  ('ruberculosis  Xurse) 
to  patients’  homes. 

Advanced  Ceases. — The  best  means  f)f  dealing  with  these 
cases,  which  arc  a danger  to  their  friends  and  to  the  public 
generally,  has  not  yet  been  found.  Some  advocate  compulsory 
segregation  of  all  infectious  cases,  and  their  maintenance  in 
colonies  or  institutions  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  community. 
Public  opinion  has  been  against  this  up  to  the  present,  partly  on 
sentimental  grounds  and  partly  because  of  the  enormous  cost 
involved.  The  patients  in  these  homes  would  be  probablv  far 
away  from  their  relatives,  and  they  would  know  that  their  con- 
dition was  hopeless.  Then  again,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  was  steadily  declining  without 
segregation  up  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  There  can  be  no 
possible  doubt  but  that  these  ‘ open  ’ cases  of  Tuberculosis  do 
spread  infection;  the  extent  of  this  infection,  however,  has  never 
been  definitelv  worked  out,  and  it  may  have  been  exaggerated  in 
recent  vears.  The  careless  patients  are  the  trouble.  Those  who 
realise  the  danger  can  do  much  to  prevent  the  infection  of  others. 
We  have  all  seen  the  indiscriminate  spitting  which  goes  on  in 
trains,  trams,  and  in  the  streets.  Bve-laws  and  regulations 
against  this  are  ignored.  Here  we  have  an  example  of  the  want 
of  appreciation  by  the  public  generally  of  the  dangers  involved. 
Prevention  is  the  most  important  part  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Problem,  and  everv  possible  means  should  be  taken  to  improve 
the  general  health  of  the  population,  to  improve  housing  con- 
ditions, to  provide  the  best  hygienic  conditions  possible  in  factories 
and  workshops,  to  provide  a pure  milk  supply,  to  prevent  ‘ open 
cases  infecting  others,  and  to  educate  the  people  to  make  the  best 
of  the  conditions  under  which  they  live. 

d'he  Coventrv  Recruiting  Medical  Board  referred  134  cases 
of  suspected  Tuberculosis  to  the  Dispensary  for  examination. 
30  of  these  were  already  patients  having  some  form  of  treatment. 
These  cases  presented  a good  deal  of  diHiculty  in  grading.  .A 
rapid  decision  was  usually  necessary.  35  were  rejected  alto- 
gethcr,  78  were  put  in  Grade  3,  16  in  Grade  2,  and  5 in  Grade  1." 
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AFTER  CARE. 

The  following-  is  an  extract  from  a report  dated  October  31st, 
1918,  made  jointly  by  me  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Tuberculosis  Ollicer,  to  the  .'\fter  Care  vSub-Coni- 
mittee  of  the  Warwickshire  and  Coventry  Joint  Committee  for 
Tuberculosis. 

“ On  May  18th,  1917,  your  Committee  passed  the  following 
Resolution  : — 

‘ That  we  approve  of  the  principle  of  the  establishment  of 
a Scheme  for  the  training  and  treatment  of  suitable  patients 
suffering  from  tuberculosis;  and  that  the  County  and  City 
•Medical  OITicers,  and  the  Tuberculosis  Ollicer,  be  requested 
to  prepare  a report  setting  out  the  details  of  such  a 
scheme  that  they  would  suggest  to  us  for  consideration. 

'I'hat  the  Countv  and  Citv  Medical  Ollicers  and  the 
Tuberculosis  Olficer  be  requested  to  report  on  a Scheme  for 
the  more  systematic  visitation  and,  where  necessarv,  the 
nursing  of  patients  who  are  attending  dispensaries  or  have 
been  discharged  from  sanatoria.’ 

It  was,  we  understood,  recogni.sed  by  your  Committee  that 
dilliculties  existed  in  the  way  of  any  active  measures  being  taken 
during  the  war,  but  it  was  thought  well  to  consider  the  matter 
so  that  a movement  could  be  made  when  opportunity  offered. 

L’nder  the  circumstances  your  Medical  Officers  have  felt 
themselves  at  liberty  to  discuss  the  matter  from  various  points  of 
view  before  formulating  any  definite  suggestions.  In  this  pro- 
cess they  have  become  more  and  more  convinced  that  the  problem 
is  more  difficult  than  appears  to  be  suggested  in  your  Committee’s 
resolution. 

It  would  be  comparatively  easy  to  refer  to  the  Astor  Report 
and  to  say  that  we  now  have  in  working  order  a sanatorium  of  a 
sort,  a nucleus  of  the  proposed  dispensaries,  a Tuberculosis 
Officer,  we  lend  out  shelters,  and  now  all  that  we  have  to  do  to 
make  our  scheme  complete  is  to  start  a Farm  Colony,  or  some 
such  institution,  and  some  additional  nursing  facilities,  and  we 
shall  be  furnished  with  all  the  machinery  necessary  to  eradicate 
Tuberculosis. 

It  is  because  we  do  not  share  this  view  that  we  think  it 
desirable  that  the  whole  question  of  the  prevention  of  Tuberculosis 
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should  be  briefly  reviewed,  so  that  any  steps  that  may  be  contem- 
plated may  be  placed  in  their  proper  perspective  and  judged  of 
acenrdingh'.  With  this  object  in  view  it  is  not  necessary  to  deal 
at  length  with  the  history  of  the  disease.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
Phthisis  (or  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  has  existed  as  a ravaging 
disease  from  early  ages;  in  those  times  diseases  were  classified 
by  their  symptoms,  and  Phthisis  was  confused  with  a number  of 
other  chest  diseases.  It  is  only  during  the  past  two  or  three 
hundred  years,  when  the  morbid  anatomy  of  diseases  was  .studied, 
that  it  became  clearly  distinguished  from  other  chest  diseases,  and 
it  was  only  towards  the  end  of  the  last  century,  when  the  micro- 
scope aided  so  much  the  study  of  medicine,  that  the  germ  of 
'fuberculosis  was  demonstrated  (1882)  although  its  existence  had 
for  long  been  suspected.  And  it  was  not  until  after  this  eventful 
discovery  that  it  came  to  be  recognised  that  Tuberculosis  was  an 
infectious  disease.  Some  of  the  writers  of  this  report  remember 
attending  medical  meetings  when  its  infectious  character  was  a 
subject  of  controv^ersy.  We  lay  emphasis  on  this  fact.  .Mthough 
Phthisis  had  for  some  thousands  of  years  been  one  of  the  most 
devastating  of  diseases,  it  is  only  comparatively  recently  that  its 
infectious  character  has  been  established.  From  this  it  seems  fair 
to  conclude  that  its  infectivity  is  not  very  ohvions.  This  is  still 
further  emphasised  by  the  fact  that  an  analogous  disease, 
Leprosy,  with  a very  low  degree  of  infectivity,  was  recognised 
as  being  infectious  even  in  Biblical  times.  .A.ttention  is  drawn  to 
these  facts  because  we  think  that  much  personal  harm  may  be 
done  by  laying  too  much  stress  on  the  infectious  character  of  this 
illness,  and  with  little  corresponding  benefit. 

Decline  of  Phthisis  Mortality. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  mortality  from  Phthisis  and  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  diminishing  steadilv  since  the 
middle  of  the  last  century.  The  following  figures  speak  for  them- 
selves. They  show  that  during  this  time  the  mortality  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  been  practically  halved. 
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It  cannot  be  oainsa’ul  tliat  this  diminution  has  been  due  to 
the  advances  that  have  been  made  in  the  sanitary  environment  of 
the  people,  and  the  greater  attention  paid  to  hygienic  laws. 

Regarding-  the  incidence  of  the  disease  we  cannot  speak  with 
the  same  certainty.  Compulsory  notification  of  Phthisis  has  only 
been  general  since  1912.  Also  we  now  know,  from  a study  of  a 
large  number  of  postmortem  examinations  and  from  Tuberculin 
tests,  that  the  vast  majority  of  people  at  one  time  or  other  in  their 
lives  suffer  from  (or  rather  are  affected  by)  Tuberculosis;  the  large 
majority  of  these  recover  without  any  permanent  injury,  and  with- 
out the  affection  ever  having  been  diagnosed.  In  other  words, 
in  only  a small  proportion  are  lesions  in  the  lungs  produced  which 
are  sufficiently  pronounced  to  be  readily  diagnosed.  We  think 
we  shall  be  supported  by  clinician.s  in  saying  that  the  diagnosis  of 
■very  early  cases  of  Phthisis  is  a matter  of  great  difficulty,  and  the 
earlier  the  case  the  greater  is  the  room  for  differences  of  opinion 
even  among  the  most  expert.  We  think  that  these  considerations 
have  a direct  bearing  on  anv  scheme  relating  to  “after-care.” 
'I'hev  show  that  speaking-  generallv  such  “ after-care  ” can  only 
affect  those  who  have  been  the  most  grossly  smitten  by  the 
disease.  .And  in  fact  these  are  the  ones  who  under  existing 
circumstances  find  their  way  in  the  largest  numbers  into 
sanatoria. 

In  any  discussion  concerning  the  establishment  of  institutions 
auxiliary  to  sanatoria  it  is  essential  to  have  clear  views  concern- 
ing their  potentialities  and  the  limitations  concerning  the  best 
use  to  which  they  can  be  put,  and  in  fact  the  exact  role  which 
sanatoria  occupy  in  a campaign  designed  to  prevent  Tuberculosis; 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  are  they  merely  hospitals  designed  to 
relieve  (or  cure  if  possible)  those  affected? 

In  submitting  the  question  in  this  forn-i  wc  think  we  have 
more  or  less  answered  It.  No  one  would  ever  have  suggested 
that  Typhoid  Fever  could  have  been  reduced  in  this  country  as  it 
has  been,  by  the  establishment  of  isolation  hospitals  for  the  treat- 
ment of  Typhoid  patients.  No  diseases  have  ever  been  eliminated 
by  the  provision  of  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  the  sufferers. 
.As  well  might  we  expect  to  prevent  war  by  the  establishment  of 
hospital  accommodation  for  the  wounded.  These  observations 
appear  so  platitudinous  that  their  statement  may  be  regarded  as 
unnecessary.  But  they  do  require  stating  because  on  so  many 
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hands  it  is  expected,  and  we  think  wrongly  expected,  that  sana- 
toria, dispensaries,  etc.,  form  the  essentials  in  a new  movement 
designed  to  eliminate  'I’uljerculosis  from  our  midst.  The  sooner 
such  expectations  are  dispelled  the  better. 

Sanatoria  are  for  the  treatment  of  those  affected,  and  unfor- 
tunately they  are  in  the  main,  owing  to  various  considerations, 
resorted  to  by  those  who  cannot  be  described  as  early  cases.  The 
one  principle  common  to  all  is  the  adoption  of  open-air  treatment, 
and  the  regulation  of  life  according  to  fixed  hygienic  rules.  That 
is,  they  endeavour  to  teach  the  patients  how  to  live  under  the 
best  sanitary  conditions,  principles  which  they  have  either 
neglected  or  which  have  been  impossible  in  their  own  homes  and 
work  places.  Too  often  these  principles  are  being  taught  these 
patients  too  late  to  be  of  any  use,  or  they  are  being  taught  to  those 
who  cannot,  if  they  would,  fully  profit  by  them  on  their  return  to 
their  own  homes  or  work  places.  A change  of  employment  from 
an  indoor  or  factory  life  to  an  open-air  occupation  is  continually- 
advised;  advice  which  it  is  often  easier  to  give  than  to  adopt.  It 
will  be  appreciated  at  once  that  the  success  of  a sanatorium  is 
thus  made  dependent  on  various  factors  outside  itself,  e.g.,  the 
financial  circumstances  and  home  surroundings  of  the  patients; 
also  their  mental  calibre;  it  has  long  been  a recognised  truism 
that  it  is  no  good  to  send  a fool  to  a sanatorium. 

When  open-air  sanatoria  first  came  into  vogue  they  were 
private  institutions,  and  from  their  very  nature  could  only  be 
resorted  to  by  the  well-to-do.  Good  results  in  early  cases  were 
obtained.  -And  those  who  advocated  the  extension  of  the  benefit 
of  sanatorium  treatment  to  the  whole  population  failed  to 

grasp  the  limitations  of  this  treatment.  Sanatorium  treatment 
for  the  rich  is  quite  a different  proposition  when  applied 
to  the  factory'  worker.  The  patient  in  opulent  circum- 

stances leaves  his  work  on  medical  advice;  he  does  so  without 
dilliculty  either  for  himself  or  his  dependents;  no  financial 
worries  disturb  his  taking  the  best  advice  possible;  he  intends 
giving  his  wliole  time  to  getting  back  to  health;  he  proceeds  to 
the  selected  sanatorium ; he  remains  as  long  as  he  is  advised, 
three,  six,  twelve  or  more  months;  on  leaving  he  takes  further 
advice ; on  this  he  proceeds,  may  be,  to  the  South  coast,  or  for  a 

sea  voyage;  or  he  winters  in  the  Riviera  or  in  Egvpt ; should  anv 

sign  of  active  disease  persist,  he  takes  another  sojourn  in  a 
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sanatorium,  this  time  perhaps  in  Switzerland.  He  is  in  a position 
to  find  the  climate  most  suitable  to  him,  and  all  this  time  without 
the  drawback  of  worries  which  form  a hig-hly  adverse  influence  to 
the  successful  combating-  of  this  disease. 

-All  of  these  benefic\cnt  conditions  are  absent  in  the  case  of 
the  ordinary  working  man.  Our  records  show  that  many  are 
debarred  by  the  thought  of  dependents  from  accepting  the  recom- 
mendation to  go  to  a sanatorium ; or  that  they  put  off  this  step 
until  its  inevitability  is  forced  on  them  ; they  go  for  one  month  or 
two  months,  in  a few  cases  for  longer;  many  return  before  they 
should,  for  financial  rea.sons ; and  the  bulk  return  to  the  same 
home  or  factory  conditions  where  they  developed  their  illness.  In 
the  majority  of  cases  the  short  stay  in  a Sanatorium  is  of  benefit; 
is  an  education  in  open-air  methods  of  living;  most  homes  are 
capable  of  some  improvement  in  this  respect ; it  raises  the  patient’s 
hopes,  and  in  a few  instances  the  patient  takes  the  advice  given 
and  seeks  an  open-air  occupation ; but  these  are  not  easy  to  obtain, 
and  when  found,  generally  mean  a large  curtailment  in  the  family 
income. 

It  is  not  a practicable  proposition  to  send  the  consumptive  to 
a sanatorium  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  until  he  is  either  cured  or 
dead. 

Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  sanatorium  for  the  factory 
worker  is  quite  different  to  the  sanatorium  for  the  well-to-do? 
Recent  correspondence  in  the  niedical  journals  as  to  the  limita- 
tions of  sanatoria  affords  striking  evidence  that  the  experiment 
of  the  Insurance  .Act  was  founded  on  hopes  that  were  too 
sanguine. 

(.After  this  followed  some  quotations  from  Health  and  the 
State,  by  Dr.  W’m.  A.  Rrend,  including  opinions  expressed  con- 
cerning the  limitations  of  Sanatorium  treatment.) 

Auxiliary  Agencies  and  Other  Factors. 

Wo.  have  studied  all  available  published  particulars  of  After- 
Care  Colonies  and  similar  Institutions,  and  we  append  to  this 
Report  particulars  concerning  a few  of  these.  Some  outstanding 
features  may  be  noted,  (i)  They  are  in- this  country  in  quite  an 
experimental  stage.  (2)  They  deal  as  a rule  with  only  a limited 
number  of  patients,  and  (3)  where  out-door  employment  is  the 
main  consideration,  they  are  not  largely  resorted  to  by  those  who 
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are  most  capable  of  perfornun}^  self-supportiny  out-door  work. 

We  think  that  this  movement  should  be  watched,  and  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  obtain  first-hand  information  concernin}^ 
existing'  colonies  on  the  spot  before  the  establishment  of  such  a 
colony  should  be  attempted  or  even  thought  of. 

It  might,  however,  be  feasible  to  begin  an  experiment  of  this 
nature  on  a small  scale  in  connection  with  the  Bramcote  Sana- 
torium. This  could,  we  think,  be  done  without  much  expense  and 
without  much  supplementing  of  the  existing  staff.  In  fact,  every 
sanatorium  should  have  available  some  facilities  for  giving  useful 
employment,  affording  the  requisite  exercise,  for  patients.  The 
earlier  the  type  of  illness  the  more  requisite  is  this  exercise.  It  is 
true  that  light  exercise  can  be  obtained  by  graduated  walks ; 
heavier  exercise  could  be  obtained  by  wheeling  barrows  with 
graduated  weights.  Both  of  these  forms  of  exercise  pall  in 
interest,  and  as  they  are  devoid  of  any  usefulness  they  lack 
features  essential  to  the  moral  and  mental  refreshment  and  recrea- 
tion of  the  patients.  This  can  best  be  afforded  by  some  useful 
form  of  work.  This  should  be  carefullv  graduated  work,  carried 
out  under  medical  supervision.  The  scheming  of  such  work 
affords  much  opportunity  for  an  ingenious  imagination. 

Practically  all  patients,  male  and  female,  who  can  do  any 
work  at  all,  can  do  something  in  the  way  of  gardening,  from  light 
work  like  weeding  to  the  heavier  forms  of  labour.  This  has  the 
advantage  of  being  open-air  employment.  Under  proper  guid- 
ance the  patients  would  soon  interest  themselves  by  seeing  that 
they  were  transforming  the  present  unkempt  grounds  into  a 
pleasure  garden.  The  area  available  can  be  enlarged,  and  a 
useful  kitchen  garden  ought  to  be  the  result  of  the  combined 
efforts  of  the  patients. 

The  occasional  painting-  of  the  shelters  would  afford  some 
occupation,  and  l)e  useful.  .A.n  open-air  workshop  would  be 
valuable;  skilled  patients  could  be  employed  at  occupations,  for 
strictly  limited  hours,  which  would  combine  interest  with  utility. 
New  shelters  could  be  made  on  the  spot.  The  employment  of 
some  skilled  organiser,  perhaps  an  ex-patient,  to  supervise  and 
instruct  in  manual  training  might  be  well  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee as  a useful  adjunct  to  the  sanatorium. 

.'Vny  such  steps  would  help  to  abolish  the  somewhat  prevalent 
idea  that  a stay  in  a sanatorium  is  a sort  of  picnic,  and  we  believe 
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they  would  have  a healthy  effect  on  the  tone  and  discipline  of  the 
patients,  a phase  of  sanatorium  life  that  may  be  overlooked. 

Em l^lovincnt  on  Laizying  Sanatoria. 

Some  of  the  difficulties  in  this  connection  have  been  already 
referred  to.  A considerable  amount  of  attention  has  been  given 
to  this  matter  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer ; with  the  assistance  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  and  the  help  of  various  existing  agencies 
lie  has  been  able  to  find  outdoor  employment  for  a number  of 
ex-sanatorium  patients.  A statement  concerning  his  work  in  this 
connection  is  appended  to  this  report.  We  think  that  more  could 
be  done  in  this  connection  if  this  activity  were  taken  up  by  the 
“ .After-Care  ” Committee,  perhaps  with  the  assistance  of  Sub- 
Committees  or  corresponding  members  interested  in  the  matter 
in  various  parts  of  the  Joint  Committee’s  area. 

Such  a Committee  might  also  concern  itself  with  matters 
relating  to  the  assistance  of  the  dependents  during  the  illness ; 
these  matters  do  not  apparently  come  within  the  province  of  the 
Joint  Committee,  vet,  as  we  have  shown,  they  are  of  considerable 
importance.  The  co-operation  of  existing  charitable  agencies 
might  in  certain  cases  be  obtained. 

Xu  rsing  F acilities . 

Your  Committee  requested  that  this  report  should  include  a 
scheme  ‘ for  the  more  systematic  visitation,  and  where  necessary 
the  nursing  of  patients  who  are  attending  dispensaries  or  have 
been  discharged  from  sanatoria.’ 

(fl)  The  visitation  of  such  patients  is  at  present  undertaken  by 
the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  and  the  Health  Visiting  Staffs  of  the 
County  and  the  City.  There  are  at  present  17  Health  Visitors 
and  School  Nurses  on  the  Staff  of  the  County,  and  6 Health 
X’isitors  and  3 School  Nurses  on  the  Staff  of  the  City.  AA"e  are  of 
the  opinion  that  these  are  the  proper  agency  to  employ  for  this 
purpose;  and  that  these  staffs  should  be  strengthened  as  and  when 
the  necessity  arises. 

{b)  In  regard  to  any  nursing  that  may  be  required  we  do  not 
think  that  the  nursing  of  Tuberculosis  should  be  divorced  from 
other  forms  of  home  nursing;  and  if  in  any  part  of  the  area  the 
facilities  offered  by  existing  District  Nursing  Associations  are  not 
.sullicient,  these  should  be  extended,  and  if  necessary  assisted  by 
the  County  and  City  Councils. 
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Prcvi’ntion  of  Tuberculosis . 

'I'hore  arc  various  other  matters  related  to  after-care  of 
indi\idual  patients  wliicli  are  of  still  j^reatcr  importance  from  the 
point  of  view  of  prevention.  They  are  matters  which  should  con- 
tinually be  borne  in  mind  by  an  .After-Care  Committee,  e.g.  ; — 

(1)  First  and  foremost  we  place  Housing  Conditions. 
.Something  can  be  done  in  many  cases  to  improve  existing  con- 
ditions in  houses  where  consumptives  live.  Under  the  Public 
Health  .Acts  windows  can  be  made  openable  where  this  was  not 
the  case  before  by  reference  to  the  Local  Sanitary  .Authority. 
This  is  done  in  some  cases  (though  the  existing  anomalous  dis- 
tribution of  powers  among  small  .Sanitary  .Authorities  does  not 
lend  itself  to  efficiency). 

More  important  is  the  entire  problem  of  Housing;  healthv 
houses  for  the  healthy  is  the  real  object  aimed  at.  Colonies  for 
Consumptives  (and  now  we  hear  of  Garden  Cities  for  Con- 
sumptives) are  a poor  makeshift.  AA-^hat  is  wanted  is  Garden 
Cities  or  their  equivalent  in  urban  areas  for  all.  AVhen  this  is 
obtained,  and  people  learn  how  to  live  healthily,  Tuberculosis,  we 
believe,  will  be  as  rare  as  Leprosy. 

(2)  F.A.CTOKIES  AND  AVokkplaces. — AVe  think  that  much  too 
little  attention  is  paid  to  the  proper  ventilation  of  factories.  .As 
anything  from  a third  to  a half  of  a working  man’s  life  may  be 
spent  in  a factory,  this  building  is  as  important  as  his  home. 
Fxisting  legislation  on  this  matter  is  not  such  as  to  provide  the 
best  results.  Plans  may  be  submitted  to  a Local  .Authority,  but  so 
long  as  they  conform  to  the  local  building  bye-laws  the  plans  are 
passed.  It  is  unusual  for  a Health  Department  even  to  be  con- 
sulted. 'I'he  supervision  of  factories  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Home 
Office.  A District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  little  or  nothing 
to  do  with  them. 

The  efficient  ventilation  of  factories  without  creating  draughts 
calls  for  skilled  advice  and  supervision.  Perhaps  this  will  receive 
due  attention  with  the  co-ordination  of  health  matters  under  a 
Ministrv  of  Health. 

(3)  Shorter  Hours  of  AVork. — The  Health  of  Munition 
W'orkiMS  Committee  appointed  under  the  Ministry  of  Munitions 
has  issued  some  very  valuable  reports  concerning  the  health  of 
workers.  They  form  at  least  one  beneficial  result  of  the  war. 
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One  conclusion  well  brought  out  is  in  favour  of  shorter  working 
hours  tending  not  only  to  better  health,  but  also  greater  output. 
Such  a principle  in  practice  will  have  an  effect  on  the  incidence  of 
Tuberculosis. 

(4)  Dent.^l  Treatment. — We  believe  that  the  opinion  is 
growing  that  an  increased  general  attention  to  dental  hygiene 
will  have  a marked  effect  on  the  health  of  the  community,  and 
incidentally  on  the  prevalence  and  effects  of  Tuberculosis.  Dr. 
Bigg,  in  his  last  annual  report  on  the  Bramcote  Sanatorium, 
stated  that  ‘ Dental  Treatment  was  given  to  a large  number  of 
cases  with  most  pleasing  results,  confirming  me  in  the  belief  that 
nearly  half  the  misery  of  tuberculosis  is  associated  with  the  bad 
teeth  which  generally  accompany  the  disease.’  It  may  be  beyond 
the  scope  of  this  Report  to  suggest  how  dental  treatment  may  be 
at  the  service  of  all.  But  we  think  it  is  a matter  calling  for 
serious  attention  from  social  reformers. 

(5)  TrBERCin.ous  Milk. — We  regret  that  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  .Act,  1914  (now  repealed),  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  .Act,  1915,  have  had  their  operation  indefinitelv 
postponed  by  the  war.  Doubtle^ss  there  were  good  reasons.  But 
the  sooner  general  steps  are  taken  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
tuberculosis  among  cows  the  better  for  the  communitv. 

Summary. 

(1)  We  direct  attention  to  the  machinery  employed,  or  to  be 
employed,  by  the  Joint  Committee  in  connection  with  Tuber- 
culosis as  being  a phase  only  of  the  much  larger  question  of  the 
prevention  of  the  disease. 

(2)  It  may,  we  think,  be  concluded  from  our  Report  that  the 
mere  sending  of  patients  to  a Sanatorium  for  a limited  time  cannot 
be  expected  to  have  that  radical  effect  which  might  be  hoped  for 
from  the  expenditure.  Other  factors  have  to  be  considered. 

(3)  In  regard  to  after-care  wc  have  suggested  that  a tentative 
scheme  of  suitable  employment  might  without  much  expense  be 
initiated  in  connection  with  the  Bramcote  Sanatorium  ; and  that 
some  more  organised  effort  could  be  made  in  the  way  of  finding 
outdoor  employment  for  consumptives. 

(4)  Visitation  and  Nursing. — We  suggest  that  existing 
agencies,  viz..  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nursing  .Associations, 
should  be  relied  on,  and  if  necessary,  strengthened  and  subsidized. 


(5)  We  think  that  there  is  a very  intimate  connection  between 
the  Housing-  Problem  and  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis;  and  that 
the  County  and  City  Councils  should  use  to  their  utmost  their 
powers  relating-  to  improvement  of  dwellings  houses. 

(6)  and  (7)  We  hope  that  the  establishment  of  a Ministry  of 
Health  mav  have  some  influence  in  improving  the  conditions 
under  which  factory  work  is  carried  on,  and  the  hours  of  such 
work. 

(8)  We  feel  convinced  that  much  more  attention  to  dental 
treatment  is  urgently  necessary. 

(9)  We  have  directed  attention  to  the  importance  of  elimin- 
ating tuberculosis  milk. 

In  conclusion,  though  our  Report  is  somewhat  discursive,  we 
hope  that  it  will  at  least  form  a valid  framework  for  the  Com- 
mittee in  devising  plans  for  an  ‘ After-Care  ’ Scheme,  which  will 
be  useful;  and  that  such  plans  Avill  not  obliterate  the  view  of  the 
larger  object,  viz.,  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis.” 

(.^n  appendix  gives  a resume  concerning  known  experiments 
in  consumptive  colonies,  together  with  a tabular  statement  of  the 
work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  in  the  way  of  “ After  Care.”) 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  accompanying  return  on  pages  59  and  60  sets  out  the 
work  done  at  the  Treatment  Centre  at  the  Coventrv  and  Warwick- 
shire  Hospital.  This  return  includes  all  cases  treated  at  that 
Centre,  and  is  therefore  not  comparable  with  the  table  in  the  Report 
for  1917,  which  dealt  only  with  patients  residing  in  the  City.  The 
return  is  again  unsatisfactory  in  the  feature  that  such  a large 
proportion  of  patients  ceased  attending  before  completing-  their 
course  of  treatment. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


59 


d 

>4 

a 

® 

Ct( 

e 

< ^ 

X 

« 

0 

t- 

CO 


CD  : r:  : — 


^ : CO  : o : 

. 1-H  . ^ . 


: 

. CO 


I 

. CO 


id 

CO 


cc  GO  lo  1C  o 

C5  »c  1— I 


CO 


CO 


O iC  00  05  00  o 

O CO  <o  o c<i 

^ (N  CM 


1C 

o 

o 


00 

1C 

o 

03 


00 

CO 


O) 

03 


: C5  : rH 


CO 

d 


: CO  : o 


CO 


1C  L-  OJ  CO  • 

CO  I-H  00  CO 


00 


o 


a 


45 

<0  |i 

■ •— 

0 

45  i I .£ 

■ 0 

-«J 

Q ;l  = 

C 

if  4: 

Sz-i 

45 

•4J  I)  0 

a 

ce  ! X 

.I  y. 

T. 

CO  '! 

d 

■ cS 

45 

45 

■ ?3 

&4 

JC 

ic 

CO 


CD 

L'- 


d 

o 


U*  .Z, 
0) 

'S  §• 

3 9 ’ 

£ :§ 


q S 

o 


CD 

d 


s 

o 

to 

0} 

CL 


d 

O 


'OD 

e 


«> 

u 

S 

b 

s 

>w 

V 

K 


0) 

& 

CO 

C5 


CJ 

D 


d 


' ’J2 


< 

6 

E-i 


o 

& 

cc 


C rt 


ce 

a 

: o 5b 
• ^ ^ 

OjO^ 

S 

: C3  ^ 

. ns 

C 

."6 

<35  C 


: 3 

fd 


o 

bo 


S j 


CO  ^ 

s 

O T 

CO 

u-i  ^ «4_I  0) 

O D o ^ 

14  3 t- 

aj  •«  ® j3 


p 5 

q o o 

5 -p  o o ^ 

C CO  bo  s 

>>  ® O — .w  c3 


05 
C 

c 3 
® c 

U <3S 


c .'. 

® o 

CL*" 


c3  u 
JS  ® 

. „ n5  ^ C 

**flodCGcSOjA 

g§§8§S8'"“ 


Oco^JScocOrCy:':' 

iJV—  •■“  1-—  .-. 

*+-*  rz2  o i-  rz; 

ja  o Js  ^ o 

S ^ ^ g 

.5  o J2  ^J2 

CO  o}  O CO  CO  O 

05 

it: 


^ 'ta 
CL  C 
>»  C 

v:o 


>4  cj 


S3 


s 5 


C5  CC  iC  IC  o 
00  1C  f-i 


00 

CO 


»c 

CD 


CO  1C  00  00  O 
X t-  d 


d CO 

rji  CO 

1C  X 


0 

u> 

« 1 

<£ 

CO 

• 0 

*0 

<0 

• +9 

: 0 

Q 

: ^ 

0 

: 

0 

v*-t 

d 

® 

4^ 

X 

05 

S 

49 

0 

® 

04 

CO 

® 

. 4^ 

0 

43 

> 

‘Sb 

5 

1 SG 

. 0 

. 00  3 
• 4J  'T 

* 4^ 

-k9 

A 

0 

p 

® 

0 

^ 49 

.5'-s 

' 0 

*5 

a 

® 

fH 

c 

® 

0 

^ q 
Am 

0 

a 

■*^ 

d 

0 

• -fc9 

• 449 

• 

: P 

! d 

C5 

: 0 

! 0 0 

: 0 

<15 

04 

r-4 

Q) 

'■"  d 

® 

4-> 

43 

C3 

'G 

CO  CO 

<49  Lv 

G 

M»l 

CC 

•■'  J» 

0 

c 

04 

^0  > 

^ CL 

• O 

• ^ 

S3  O 


*d 


r^S  •« 

05  j:  n3  • 
^ ® ® J 

§ g S?J 
“■S 


? eo'ts 

CO  .3^  00 

5=2  •g  c 

o .3  o 

CO  p,  CO 

S g « 
f^o  ^ 

V 


■ o 
-u> 
4^  g 

c ^ 

05  - 

2.q 

■sf 

U T. 
4-9  S 


<D 

■ o 

: c 

d 

'd 

a 

05 


® 

i 


2 
5 

: ^ 

* o 

^ -G 

CO  CO 

0 a 
o o 

I.  CO  05 


1c  g 
JO  43 
0 


® J3 

d § 

§ 3 


§ § 

CO 

§ ^ 

> : 


5 

PL  tu 


04  . 


^ ; 
fl 

<»  o 


: j3  ja  35 
( o o SS 
0 0 p 


® c 


: CO 

d I 

J. 

.a  a 

. ® o 

• •—  Ui 
4i9 

d 

0^  bo 
0 .£ 

: - sc 

q 

CO 

° ® 

. u 
^ ® 


O 43 
0 
O 
^43 


C ‘G  o o & 


34a 
= ps 


.0:3^2 

a*^  a 


o 

s*  2 

a 

o s 

O p3 


bC^ 

® ^ 

S>  rt 

bOt^i 
•<  V' 


0 3 o « *•  « > 

s §T3  g a-g  ^ 

44  M-<  c o S o 

o o o di; 

fc4  t4  *-•  nS 

® ® ® c bn 

-g  -g  -g  q q ® 2 

a a gs's-^  g 

S3  3 3 cs  ® a,g 

.!2;  iz;  !zi  -3  *g  2 I 

•C  «J  fp  ¥ 


Examinations  of  Pathological  material  ; 
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Epidemic  Influenza. 

In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  this  City  suffered 
severely  from  the  epidemic  of  Influenza  towards  the  end  of  the 
year.  No  less  than  463  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this 
cause,  and  an  increase  occurred  in  tlie  deaths  attributed  to 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ; doubtless  this  increase  was  owing  to 
the  epidemic,  although  not  specifically  stated  on  the  death 
certificates.  Mad  it  not  been  for  this  outbreak  the  general  death 
rate  for  the  year  would  have  been  the  lowest  on  record. 

In  a letter  dated  November  3rd,  1918,  the  Local  Government 
Board  asked  that  certain  particulars  concerning  the  local  incidence 
of  the  epidemic  should  be  included  in  this  report,  e.g.,  the  deaths 
from  Influenza  for  each  week  during  the  year,  the  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  deaths,  &’C.  Tables  giving  this  information  are 
here  given.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  outbreak — which  was  severe 
in  some  neighbouring  towns  in  July — only  had  a comparatively 
slight  incidence  in  Coventry  at  that  time;  and  that  the  severe 
epidemic  wave  commenced  at  the  end  of  October,  reached  its 
maximum  in  the  middle  of  November,  and  declined  altogether  in 
the  third  week  in  December. 

The  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  whole  City,  and 
the  illness  was  most  fatal  among  voung  adults.  The  figures 
relating  to  school  attendance  showed  that  this  was  greatly 
affected,  but  a large  number  of  children  were  apparently  being 
kept  at  home  to  lend  help  in  stricken  households.  Nurses  were 
in  great  demand  and  the  available  nursing  services  were  unable 
to  meet  the  requirements.  The  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital  placed  some  of  their  wards  at  the  disposal  of  patients 
suffering  from  Pneumonia ; the  tvpe  of  Pneumonia  prevalent  was, 
however,  very  severe,  and  hospital  provision  after  this  complica- 
tion appeared  seemed  to  have  little  influence  on  checking  a fatal 
ending ; so  much  was  this  apparent  that  it  has  been  suggested 
that  the  mere  removal  to  hospital  was  in  itself  harmful. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  Board,  a leaflet  was  distributed 
regarding  precautions  that  might  be  adopted.  So  little,  however, 
is  known  concerning  how  the  illness  can  be  averted  that  it  is 
doubtful  to  what  extent  these  could  have  any  influence  on  the 
spread  of  the  epidemic.  Probably  the  best  advice  that  could  be 
given  was  to  advise  that  anv  illness  resembling  a “ cold  ” should 
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not  be  treated  lightly;  but  that  on  its  first  appearance  the  patient 
should  go  to  bed  and  stop  there  until  well ; it  seems  certain  that 
no  more  effective  method  of  avoiding  complications  is  knowm. 

On  November  6th  the  Watch  Committee  resolved  that 
Licencees  of  Cinema  houses  should  he  required  to  refuse  admission 
to  children  under  14  years  of  age,  a requirement  which  continued 
in  force  until  December  igth.  The  Public  Health  (Influenza) 
Regulations,  igi8,  were  enforced  by  the  Police;  and  prior  to  the 
renewal  of  cinema  licences  I was  requested  by  the  Watch  Com- 
mittee to  report  regarding  the  means  of  ventilation  of  these 
houses  (page  84). 

An  examination  of  the  occupations  followed,  in  fatal  cases, 
shows  no  special  incidence  in  any  particular  occupation. 

Deaths  from  Influenza  in  Each  Week  in  1918. 


Jan.  5th 

— 

]\Iay  4th 

— 

Sept.  7th 

— 

,,  12th 

— 

,,  11th 

— 

,,  14th 

— 

,,  19th 

— 

,,  18th 

— 

,,  21st 

1 

,,  26th 

— 

,,  25th 

— 

28th 

— 

Feb.  2nd 

— 

June  1st 

— 

Oct.  5 th 

— 

,,  9th 

— 

8th 

— 

,,  12th 

— 

16th 

— 

,,  15th 

— 

,,  19  th 

1 

,,  23rd 

— 

22nd 

1 

,,  26th 

10 

Mar.  2nd 

— 

,,  29  th 

— 

Nov.  2ud 

51 

, , 9th 

— 

July  6th 

4 

,,  9th 

88 

,1  16  th 

— 

,.  13th 

10 

16th 

108 

,,  23rd 

2 

,,  20th 

6 

,,  23rd 

81 

,,  30th 

— 

„ 27th 

2 

,,  30th 

53 

April  6th 

— 

Aug.  3rd 

— 

Dec.  7 th 

17 

,,  13th 

— 

,,  10th 

1 

„ 14  th 

11 

,,  20th 

1 

,,  17th 

— 

2lst 

5 

,,  27  th 

— 

,,  24  th 

,,  31st 

— 

,,  28th 
,,  3l8t 

— 

453 

Inward  Transfers  ..  10 


463 
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INFLUENZA,  1918. 

Deaths  of  Males  and  Females  in  Fifteen  Principal  Age  Oroaps. 


Age  Groups. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  1 yr. 

4 

6 

10 

1 — 2 yrs. 

11 

4 

15 

2—  5 

17 

20 

37 

5—10 

9 

12 

21 

10—16 

5 

7 

12 

15—20 

17 

23 

40 

20—25 

14 

25 

39 

25-  35 

65 

73 

138 

36—45 

33 

29 

62 

45—55 

28 

16 

44 

55—60 

6 

5 

11 

60—65 

C 

4 

10 

65—75 

7 

12 

19 

75—85 

3 

2 

5 

86t 

— 

— 

— 

225 

238 

463 

INFLUENZA,  1918. 


Age  Groups. 

App.  Population 
ill 

each  group. 

Influenza 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000  in 
each  group. 

— 1 

3 176 

10 

3 14 

1—  '2 

2,890 

15 

519 

2—  5 

9,105 

37 

406 

5—10 

13,504 

21 

1-55 

10—15 

12,291 

12 

0-97 

15—20 

11,648 

40 

3-43 

20—25 

13,169 

39 

2-96 

25—35 

26,441 

138 

5-21 

35—45 

18,345 

62 

3-37 

45—55 

11,144 

44 

3-94 

55—60 

3,614 

11 

3 04 

60—65 

2,786 

10 

3-58 

65—75 

3,502 

19 

5-42 

75—85 

1,224 

5 

4-08 

85  j 

161 

— 

— 

133,000 

463 

3-48 

Cancer. 

One  hundred  and  sixteen  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to 
different  forms  of  malignant  disease.  The  classification  of  the 
parts  affected,  and  the  ages  at  death,  are  set  out  in  the  extended 
schedule  on  page  loi. 

Alcoholism. 

No  death  was  attributed  to  Alcoholism ; four  were  ascribed 
to  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver ; this  disease  is  generally  caused  by 
.‘Mcoholism. 

Other  Causes  of  Death. 

I am  appending  to  this  report  an  extended  schedule  of  the 
causes  of,  and  ages  at  death,  of  those  deaths  properly  belonging 


INFLUENZA. 


Chart  shewing  the  incidence  of  and  the  death  rate  in  each  of  the  fifteen  principal  age  groups. 


The  shaded  portion  shews  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  age  group. 

The  black  portion  shows  the  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  approximated  population  in  each  group. 
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to  the  Citv  which  occurred  during-  the  year.  This  gives  more 
detailed  information  as  regards  the  causes  of  death  than  the  table 
on  page  23.  Thirty-two  deaths  were  attributed  to  accident  or 
negligence  or  other  forms  of  violence,  etc.,  including  five  suicidal 
deaths. 

Uncertified  Deaths. 

There  were  10  uncertified  deaths  during  the  year,  or  0.51  per 
cent,  of  the  total  number.  Deaths  are  recorded  as  uncertified 
when  no  medical  certificate  is  forthcoming  concerning  the  cause 
of  death,  and  when  no  inquest  has  been  held. 


England  and  Wales 

Percentages  of  Total  Deaths 
Uncertified. 

1.3 

96  Creat  Towns  (including  London) 

0.8 

148  Smaller  Towns  ... 

1.6 

London 

0.2 

Still  Births. 

No  system  of  registration  of  still-births  exists  in  this  country. 
Under  the  Notification  of  Births  .Act,  still-births  (after  a certain 
period  of  gestation)  are  notifiable.  During  the  year  t i cases  were 
notified  by  medical  men,  and  73  by  midwives.  Also  there  are  no 
legal  requirements  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  bodies  of  still-born 
infants.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Cemeteries  kindly  furnishes 
me  each  month  with  a record  of  those  that  are  buried  at  the 
Coventry  Cemeteries;  from  these  it  appears  that  125  bodies  of 
infants  said  to  have  been  still-born  were  buried  in  the  Cemeteries 
during  the  year ; of  these  59  were  certified  by  medical  men  as 
having  been  still-born,  and  66  by  midwives.  Of  these,  5 were 
born  outside  the  City. 

Inquests. 

Ninety-nine  inquests  appear  to  have  been  held  during  the 
year.  I'hese  include  9 deaths  in  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital  and  ii  others  of  non-residents;  also  4 military  deaths. 
In  48  instances  the  death  was  attributed  to  disease,  including  9 
sudden  deaths  from  Influenza.  In  the  others  the  originating 
cause,  as  indicated  by  the  verdicts,  was  as  follows  ; — Burns  and 
scalds,  4;  suicide,  3;  accidents,  12;  overlaying,  i;  asphyxia  due 
to  drowning,  2 ; asphyxia  (gas  poisoning),  i ; inattention  at  child- 
birth, i;  gas  explosion,  2;  manslaughter,  i. 


1918. 

Comparison  of  Prevalence  of  Sickness  and  Death  from  Infectious  Diseases. 
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Weekly  Returns  of  Infectious  Disease. 


Wkkk 

Ending. 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

including 

Membranous- 

Croup. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  forms  1 

of 

Tuberculosis. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Cerebro- 

spinal Fever. 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles. 

1918. 

January 

5 

1 

4 

21 

3 

2 

) 1 

12 

8 

1 

1 

17 

1 

2 

, , 

19 

11 

4 

1 

4 

2 

1 

5 

1 } 

26 

8 

7 

4 

11 

2 

2 

5 

February 

2 

2 

1 

i 

1 

8 

2 

1 

6 

i > 

9 

11 

4 

11 

2 

1 

11 

1 > 

16 

5 

1 

, , 

21 

28 

1 > 

23 

2 

« . 

1 

9 

2 

17 

March 

2 

4 

1 

1 

14 

38 

» } 

9 

6 

3 

• • 

, , 

9 

2 

i 

27 

>t 

16 

8 

• • 

1 

4 

1 

3 

64 

) » 

23 

4 

5 

2 

25 

3 

48 

1 1 

30 

3 

2 

, , 

9 

3 

i 

41 

April 

6 

8 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

76 

1 1 

13 

2 

. . 

i 

2 

14 

3 

68 

• ) 

20 

1 

3 

2 

13 

i 

1 

54 

} ) 

27 

2 

2 

1 

, , 

16 

2 

75 

May 

4 

2 

• • 

3 

16 

1 

64 

} 1 

11 

4 

1 

1 

9 

2 

2 

92 

I i 

18 

1 

2 

1 

1 

lO 

1 

1 

59 

t » 

25 

5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

73 

June 

1 

1 

. . 

1 

14 

1 

1 

34 

) 1 

8 

2 

2 

1 

7 

3 

40 

n 

15 

8 

2 

2 

14 

1 

16 

) * 

22 

1 

, * 

3 

14 

1 

20 

M 

29 

4 

2 

, , 

14 

5 

1 

15 

July 

6 

3 

4 

• f 

, , 

12 

3 

24 

1 t 

13 

4 

1 

i 

1 

7 

3 

8 

13 

i t 

20 

7 

3 

13 

1 

1 

14 

* 1 

27 

6 

• • 

, , 

9 

2 

3 

10 

August 

3 

2 

2 

i 

1 

11 

1 

2 

17 

• > 

10 

• « 

1 

3 

7 

1 1 

17 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

4 

i 

6 

y » 

24 

3 

1 

5 

3 

4 

> 1 

31 

4 

2 

1 

7 

1 

2 

September? 

5 

, , 

i 

1 

9 

4 

»> 

14 

2 

3 

2 

8 

2 

2 

5 

21 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

28 

, . 

5 

2 

7 

2 

i 

3 

October 

5 

1 

2 

2 

8 

2 

1 

M 

12 

• • 

6 

3 

15 

1 

2 

1 

19 

6 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

26 

1 

4 

10 

1 

1 

November  2 

1 

3 

7 

1 

1 

t 

9 

1 

2 

8 

5 

1 

1 

i 

16 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

>i 

23 

1 

, , 

6 

1 

5 

tf 

30 

2 

2 

7 

December  7 

1 

5 

6 

i 

i 

1 

14 

1 

7 

2 

7 

i 

, , 

21 

2 

2 

8 

1 

1 

1 

» 

28 

4 

1 

10 

5 

Totals 

183 

108 

3 

6 

55 

488 

70 

42 

• • 

1111 
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The  City  and  Pinley  Isolation  Hospitals. 

At  the  C;ily  FI()S|)it:il  241  patients  have  been  under  treatment. 
Forty-seven  patients  were  remaining  in  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  7 were  sick  staff,  and  187  were  admitted  during  the  year. 

Of  these  patients,  2 were  admitted  from  the  Coventry  Rural 
District  (both  Scarlet  Fever),  1 from  the  Warwick  Rural  District 
(for  Tracheotomy),  and  3 from  the  Government  Colony,  Whit- 
more Park  (2  with  Diphtheria  and  i with  Scarlet  Fever). 

Particulars  concerning  the  illnesses  suffered  from  are  given  in 
the  subjoined  table. 

Of  the  41  patients  admitted  as  Diphtheria  (dealing  only  with 
the  39  discharged  during  the  year),  24  were  admitted  with  a view 
to  Tracheotomy  being  performed  if  required.  Of  these,  18  were 
operated  on,  10  of  whom  satisfactorily  recovered.  In  6 instances 
no  operation  was  done,  it  being  deemed  either  unnecessary  or  the 
patient  too  ill  for  operation ; 3 of  these  recovered.  In,  the  other 
15  cases,  the  patients  were  sent  in  for  isolation  purposes. 


Disease. 

In  Ho.spital 
Jan.  1,  1918. 

Admitted 
during  1918. 

Total 

Recovered. 

Died. 

Remaining 
in  Hospital 
Jan.  1,  1919. 

Fatality 
per  cent. 

Scarlet  Fever 

42 

145 

187 

175 

2 10 

1-1 

Diphtlieria 

2 

38 

40 

25 

13  2 

34-2 

Pneumonia  (admitted  as 

Diphtlieria)  . . 

1 

1 

1 

100  0 

Pneumonia  (admitted  as 

Typhoid  Fever) 

1 

1 

1 

. . 

Measle.s  . . 

2 

2 

2 

. . 

Sick  Staff — 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

4 

4 

Influenza  . . 

4 

1 

4 

Tonsillitis  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Injury  to  Knee  . . 

1 

1 

1 

47 

194 

241 

213 

16  12 

6-9 

241 

241 

.No  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Pinley  (Small  Pox) 
1 lospital. 
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The  average  period  of  stay  of  those  patients  who  were 
admitted  during-  the  year  to  the  City  Hospital  was  40.6  days. 

I'he  maximum,  average,  and  minimum  numbers  of  patients 
in  the  two  Hospitals  were  as  under  : — 

Maximum  Average  Minimum 

No.  of  Patients.  No.  of  Patients.  No.  of  Patients. 

City  Hospital  47  24.  i 7 

Pinley  Hospital  — — — 

The  current  expenses  of  the  City  Hospital  during  the  last 
financial  year,  ending  31st  March,  1918,  amounted  to  ;^4,367 
4.S.  8d.  ; those  for  the  Pinley  Hospital  to  ;^i94  2s.  6d. 

During  the  same  time  the  sum  of  ;^i88  i8s.  6d.  was  received 
on  account  of  the  admission  of  patients  to  the  City  Hospital  from 
outside  districts,  etc. 


The  current  quarterly 

expenses  of  the  two  Hospitals  in  1918 

were  as  under. — 

City  Hospital. 

Pinley  Hospital. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

I St  Quarter 

C305  5 5 

18  6 4 

2nd  Quarter 

730  18  1 1 

24  18  II 

3rd  Quarter 

678  17  3 

7 12  10 

4th  Quarter 

1,002  13  0 

35  3 I 

;^3.7i7  H 7 

;^,'86  I 2 

For  the  City  Hospital,  the  sum  above  stated  for  maintenance 
expenses,  divided  among  the  average  number  of  patients,  amounts 
to  57s.  9d.  per  head  per  week. 

The  average  sum  expended  per  week  during  the  year  for  diet 
amounted  to  ;^,  i7  14s.  ojd.  ; this,  divided  among  the  average 
number  of  patients  and  boarded  staff,  comes  to  7s.  4^d.  each  per 
week,  or  the  cost  of  diet  for  each  boarded  person  was  is.  o^d. 
per  day. 

Disinfecting  and  Ambulance  Station. 

The  following  figures  represent  the  work  that  has  been  done 
in  connection  with  the  Disinfection  and  Ambulance  Station  : — 
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Visits  paid  to  houses  where  infectious  disease  was  suspected 
or  notified — 1,364. 

Patients  removed  to  the  City  Hospital — 186. 

Patients  removed  to  the  Pinley  Hospital — o. 

Houses  disinfected  by  fumigation  or  spraying — 605. 

Articles  disinfected  by  steam — 11,316  (including  4,483  articles 
from  the  Military  Authorities). 

Disinfection  of  rooms  by  fumigation  or  spraying,  and  of 
clothing,  etc.,  by  heat,  has  been  carried  out  when  necessary. 

Schools. 

As,  in  this  City,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  the  two  annual  reports  are  issued  together, 
and  some  amount  of  repetition  is  thereby  avoided.  (See  page  112 
and  seq.). 

Under  Section  39  of  the  Corporation  Act,  1900,  the  person 
in  charge  of  any  school  or  department  of  a school  is  required  to 
notify  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  when  it  is  known  that  a 
scholar  is  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease.  All  known 
schools  and  departments  of  schools  are  supplied  with  stamped 
addressed  forms  for  this  purpose  by  your  Sanitary  Committee, 
and  on  page  71  is  given  a table  of  the  notifications  received  during 
the  year. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  FROM  SCHOOLS. 


School. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Chicken 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Ring- 

worm. 

j Mumps. 

Diphtheria 

Measles. 

o' 

2 S 

bt  0) 

n .2 
« 

Itch. 

Phthisis. 

Miscel- 

laneous. 

Totals. 

Broad  Street,  Boys  . . 

1 

1 

1 

» 1 

1 

2 

3 

,,  Girls  . . 

No  Re; 

turn  1 

Centaur  Road,  Boys. . 

. 

..  i 

1 

. 

. 

1 

1 

,,  Girls  .. 

. . 1 

. 1 

. . 

. . 

. 

2 

. 

2 

,,  Infants 

• 

. 1 

. . 

• • 

, 

83 

83 

Cheylesmore  Boys  . . 

. ' • : 

1 

. . 

1 

. 

1 

3 

, , Girls  . . 

• t 

, 

3 

, 

2 

, 

1 

6 

,,  Infants 

* i 

1 

1 

5 

29 

9 

• • • • 

45 

Earlbdon,  Sen. 

No  Re 

turn  1 

,,  Infants  .. 

23 

51  ' 

1 

3 

24  j 

, 

2 

« 

. . 

, 

1 

105 

Edgewick,  Sen. 

1 

2 

. . 

* * 1 

1 

2 

6 

Infants  .. 

, ; 

4 

, 

. . 

1 1 

. . 

53 

. . 

2 j 

, 

60 

Fredk.  Bird.  Boys  . . 

. . 

. 

, 

5 

. . ' 

1 

. . 

1 

• ■ i 

• , 

7 

,,  Girls  .. 

No  Re 

turn 

j 

1 

, , 

..  Infants 

11 

4 

, , 

1 

1 

10 

..  ! 

27 

John  Gnlson, Boys  .. 

No  Re 

turn 

,,  Girls  .. 

, , 

1 

. . 

• . ' 

1 ; 

••  1 

2 

Infants 

15 

15 

, , 

2 ; 

: 

53  j 

4 

1 ' 

90 

Little  Heath  . . 

No  Re 

turn  1 

Paradise 

34 

30 

4 

12 

1 

2 

7 1 

5 

. . 

, , 

4 

99 

Radford,  Sen. 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

3 1 

. . 

. , 

1 ; 

, , 

16 

,,  Infants 

15 

17 

, , 

1 

, , 

. , 

33 

Red  Lane.  Boys 

, , 

. . 

1 

. . 

1 

,,  Girls 

, , 

1 

, . 

1 

. . 

2 

,,  Infants  .. 

, , 

10 

. . 

, , 

10 

South  Street,  Boys  . . 

. . 

4 

, , 

, , 

• • 

1 

. . 

, , 

5 

,,  Girls  . . 

, , 

• . . 

1 

, , 

1 

,,  Infants 

7 

2 

4 

2 

5 

11 

, , 

1 

1 

33 

Spon  Street,  Boys  . . 

, , 

, , 

2 

, , 

2 

,,  Girls  .. 

, , 

• • 

, , 

1 

1 

,,  Infants 

5 

5 

1 

4 

6 

6 

7 

3 

1 

1 

39 

Stoke  Council,  Bovs. . 

, , 

3 

, , 

, , 

.. 

1 

4 

,,  Girls.. 

, , 

1 

1 

,.  Infants 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Wheatley  St.,  Boys  . . 

NoRe 

turn 

,,  Girls  . . 

3 

, , 

2 

•• 

5 

,,  Infants 

No  Re 

turn 

,,  Special 

No  Re 

turn 

All  Saints’,  Sen 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

3 

,,  Infants.. 

i 

! 

I 

; 

' 17 

17 

King  Fields  . . 

! .. 

1 

, , 

13 

13 

St.  Elizabeth’s  Infants 

iNo  Re 

turn 

i 

St.  John’s.  Boys 

Nolle 

turn 

, 

,,  Girls  <t  Infants 

!No  Re 

turn 

1 

i 

St.  Mark's, Son. 

; 

1 

1 

! . 

, , 

i 

22 

I 

, Infants  . . 

iNoRe 

turn 

i 

St.  Mary’s  Sen. 

1 

1 

, 

1 

2 

2 

. 

. 

. . 

i • • 

6 

,,  Infants.. 

NoRe 

turn 

St.  Michael’s,  Bovs  . , 

NoR( 

3 turn 

1 

,,  Girls  . . 

1 

1 

1 .. 

2 

,,  Infants 

1 

1 . 

20 

i . 

. 

1 1 

22 

St.  Osburg’s,  Sen.  . . 

2 

2 

, , 

1 

4 

6 

1 . 

2 

, 8 

25 

Infants 

1 No  R( 

3 turn 

i 

1 

St.  Peter’s,  Bovs 

t 

1 1 

1 

1 Q 

3 

8 

4 

1 

78 

Stoke  National 

i 4 

23 

2 

3 

10 

•2 

i 14 

1 

, 

1 i 

59 

Thomas  Street 

1 7 

i 

j 

1 

• 

■■ 

1 1 

1 

9 

Total 

I 148 

175 

42 

1 43 

1 

j 66 

29 

367 

32 

i 

8 

6 

1 39 

954 

72 

Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913. 

The  following  is  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Committee  : — 

Thirty-five  cases  have  been  under  consideration  during  the 
year,  and  one  of  these  has  died. 

Four  cases  (Nos.  6,  7,  8 and  9)  were  again  certified  as 
mentally  deficient.  They  remain  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  in  the  London  Road  Institution,  that  Institution  having 
been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Control  for  the  reception  of 
certain  cases  under  the  Act.  These  cases  are  chargeable  to  this 
Committee. 

One  case  (No.  15)  was  considered  to  be  a suitable  candidate 
for  institutional  treatment,  the  boy  being  a high  grade  mental 
defective.  The  case  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Control  for 
their  consent  before  further  action  could  be  taken,  but  in  a letter 
dated  September  i8th,  1918,  the  Board  regretted  that  they  could 
not  consider  this  case  as  an  “ urgent  ” one.  That  is,  the  Board 
declined  to  allow  a grant  in  aid  of  the  case.  The  Committee 
considering  that  this  was  a suitable  case  likely  to  receive  benefit 
from  institutional  treatment,  decided  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  boy  to  go  away  and  defray  the  cost  themselves.  The  parents 
were  willing  to  pay  a small  amount  each  week  towards  his  main- 
tenance. The  arrangements  are  still  pending. 

Thirty-nine  cases  have  been  under  supervision  in  their  own 
homes.  No  cases  have  been  placed  under  guardianship. 

During  the  year  64  visits  have  been  made  by  the  Visitor 
appointed  under  the  Act. 

The  Board  of  Control  renewed  their  approval,  for  a period  of 
one  year,  of  the  admission  of  a limited  number  (18)  of  mental 
defectives  above  16  years  of  age  to  the  Coventry  Poor  Law 
Institution. 

The  Mental  Deficiency  Committee  resolved  to  undertake  the 
voluntary  duty  of  supervising  mentally  deficient  persons  not 
subject  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Act. 

Public  Mortuary. 

The  Public  Mortuary  has  been  used  on  41  occasions  during 
the  year. 
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Twenty-seven  of  the  bodies  were  brought  in  by  tbe  horsed 
ambulance,  seven  by  the  Police,  and  seven  by  others. 

The  post-mortem  room  was  used  twice.  In  both  instances 
bodies  were  brought  in  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  making  post- 
mortem examinations. 

"I'he  particulars  concerning  the  other  bodies  received  into  the 
mortuary  are  as  follow: — Still-born  infants,  5;  Suicides,  1; 
Accidents,  7;  Died  in  streets  or  other  public  places,  to;  Found 
Drowned,  .Awaiting  interment,  15, 

Pauperism. 

Mr.  Evans,  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  has  kindlv  supplied 
me  with  the  following  figures  relating  to  this  subject  ; — 

Number  of  inmates  of  London  Road  Institution  at  end 

of  year  1918  ...  ...  ...  ...  331 

.Average  number  of  inmates  for  previous  five  years  ...  425 
Number  of  persons  who  received  out-door  relief  in  1918  574 
•Average  number  of  persons  who  received  out-door 

relief  in  previous  five  years  ...  ...  ...  968 

£ s.  d. 

•Actual  expenditure  in  out-door  relief  in  1918  2,949  7 io| 

•Average  yearly  expenditure  in  out-door  relief 

in  previous  ‘five  years  ...  ...  3,363  3 5J 

Decrease  on  the  average  expenditure  in  out- 
door relief  ...  ...  ...  ...  413  15  6| 

These  figures  show  that  a considerable  diminution  has 
occurred  in  the  amount  of  pauperism  the  Guardians  have  been 
called  on  to  deal  with. 

Pauper  Sickness. 

Returns  are  received  from  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  each 
lortnight  concerning  the  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness.  In  all, 
240  such  cases  have  been  returned.  These  returns  afford  an 
indication  of  the  amount  and  locality  of  illness  among  the 
poorest. 
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Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts. 

Owing  to  the  depletion  of  the  staff  and  war  conditions  gener- 
ally, intensified  by  the  scarcity  of  houses,  no  attempt  was  possible 
to  put  into  operation  the  powers  relating  to  closure  and  demolition 
of  unfit  dwellings.  However,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  list  given 
on  page  75,  the  conditions  of  many  houses  have  been  improved 
without  the  making  of  formal  representations  to  the  Local 
Authority. 

Respecting  the  manner  of  occupation  of  houses  which  have 
been  converted  from  hack-to-hack  houses  to  through- 
ventilated  houses,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  igog. 

During  the  past  year  a re-inspection  was  made  of  all  houses 
which  had  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1909,  been  converted 
from  back-to-back  to  through-ventilated  houses.  It  is  satis- 
factory to  report  that  in  all  cases  the  houses  were  properly- 
occupied  as  through-ventilated  houses. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

The  following  Table  sii  nun  a rises  the  action  which  was  taken  under  this  Act,  and  the  results 

which  have  followed  : — 
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The  City  Engineer  kindly  provides  the  following  information  : — 


PLANS 

APPROVED. 

(A 

CA 

CA 

•J>  Oi 

o o 

O c 

tS  'w  o 

a 

O tlX) 
^ C 

O 

•x 

X 

X 

VS 

1 Yeai 

i 

t/j 

s 

o 

K 

C cd  ^ 
<a  o 

2 5 5 

<D  ro 

< -c 

<D 

O 

CA 

3^ 

m 

o 

u 

6 

B* 

£ 

O 

o 

o 

x 

aj 

<D 

(fj 

Ti 

■IJ 

p 

1901 

304 

lo" 

60 

36 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

414 

190'i 

556 

29 

53 

66 

0 

,0 

0 

0 

10 

714 

1903 

810 

16 

95 

68 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

995 

1904 

535 

26 

80 

56 

3 

0 

0 

0 

16 

716 

1905 

523 

33 

69 

50 

1 

0 

0 

1 

8 

685 

190G 

1116 

55 

45 

64 

4 

0 

1 

2 

26 

1313 

1907 

1275 

70 

45 

105 

1 

0 

1 

4 

35 

1536 

incUidiny 

two 

additions 

1908 

1084 

16 

42 

94 

2- 

1 

1 

0 

17 

1257 

1909 

1030 

40 

54 

111 

1 

1 

0 

2 

4 

1243 

1910 

1205 

34 

62 

141 

2 

0 

1 

2 

30 

1477 

1911 

1386 

40 

62 

147 

8 

0 

0 

2 

5 

1650 

1912 

622 

69 

102 

140 

3 

0 

0 

3 

16 

955 

including 

including 

two  ^ 

two 

additions 

ladditions 

1913 

1236 

75 

98 

113 

7 

0 

0 

1 1 

15 

1545 

1914 

1189 

43 

91 

118 

2 

1 

0 

! 4 

3 

1451 

including 

1 two 

additions 

I and  one 

1 Siindav 

1 School. 

1916 

510 

77 

46 

119 

2 

2 

0 

' 0 

6 

762 

iucUuitiiK 

Mi5*ti<>n 

i 

on« 

Cliurclies 

addition. 

1910 

163 

75 

55 

86 

1 

0 

0 

i 0 

2 

382 

1917 

287 

69 

31 

46 

3 

0 

0 

0 

8 

447 

1918 

71 

41 

27 

50 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

189 

BUILDINGS  COMPLETED. 

1901 

426 

8 

27 

18 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

482 

1902 

403 

18 

19 

21 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

467 

1903 

622 

15 

34 

8 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

687 

1904 

671 

13 

39 

21 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

746 

additions 

• 1905 

378 

14 

14 

11 

2 

0 

0 

1 

6 

426 

1906 

728 

34 

7 

16 

2 

0 

0 

2 

13 

802 

1907 

1010 

48 

20 

32 

2 

0 

0 

1 

18 

1131 

1908 

1188 

26 

21 

44 

2 

0 

2 

1 

7 

1291 

1909 

1169 

32 

28 

49 

5 

0 

0 

1 

14 

1298 

1910 

959 

45 

20 

61 

2 

0 

0 

0 

13 

1100 

1911 

1211 

39 

46 

66 

4 

1 

0 

4 

19 

1390 

Including 

one 

addition 

1912 

894 

67 

53 

99 

2 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1120 

1913 

838 

67 

60 

80 

12 

0 

0 

4 

10 

1071 

including 

three 

addition> 

1914 

927 

32 

56 

82 

1 

2 

0 

1 

14 

1115 

inciudinfif 

one 

addition 

1915 

785 

46 

50 

85 

2 

0 

0 

1 

7 

976 

1916 

41B 

49 

27 

26 

2 

including 

1 

0 

1* 

8 

532 

one 

addition 

1917 

176 

62 

24 

19 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

286 

1918 

251 

29 

9 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

294 

R.C.  School,  Foleshill, 
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Registered  Places. 

'('he  questions  that  have  arisen  and  the  action  which  has  been' 
taken  in  connection  with  these  are  dealt  with  below  : — 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


Number  of  slaughter-houses 

on  Register,  January,  19 

18  ... 

48 

> > > ) J ) 

added  to  Register  during 

year 

0 

1 > M M 

discontinued  during  year 

0 

JJ  M ) J 

on  Register,  December, 

1918 

48 

,,  ,,  visits 

... 

... 

963 

,,  ,,  contraventions 

observed 

15 

,,  ,,  annual-  licences 

renewed 

. . . 

9 

The  contraventions  observed  related  to  liinewashing  walls, 
cleansing  floors,  and  the  removal  of  offal,  and  these  were  remedied 
without  having  recourse  to  magisterial  proceedings. 

Notifications  were  received  from  35  butchers  using  28 
slaughterhouses,  concerning  the  carcases  of  248  animals,  viz.,  32 
bullocks,  119  cows,  23  heifers,  4 calves,  23  sheep,  and  47  pigs; 
these  being  found,  after  slaughter,  to  be  diseased  or  unsound. 

The  meat  surrendered  and  destroved  in  connection  with  these 
notifications  amounted  to  7,267  lbs.,  and  was  as  follows  ; — Beef, 
6,759  (of  which  3,100  lbs.  were  tuberculous);  Veal,  50  lbs.; 
.Mutton,  106  lbs.  ; Pork,  352  lbs. 

UNWHOLESOMR  FOOD. 

The  following  quantities  of  unsound  food  have  been  sur- 
rendered from  shops  and  stores  : — 654  lbs.  of  frozen  beef,  1,230 
lbs.  of  ham  and  bacon,  18  lbs.  of  cheese,  28  lbs.  of  sausage,  6 
boxes  of  mackerel,  i box  of  herrings,  192  lbs.  of  kippers,  48 
rabbits,  15  tins  of  sardines  and  lobster,  80  lbs.  of  brawn,  18  tins 
of  beef,  56  tins  of  condensed  milk,  and  1,200  eggs. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 


COWSHEDS. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register,  1917  •••  8 

M M M ,,  1918  9 

,,  ,,  Cowsheds  in  use,  1917  •••  ^5 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  1918  ...  ...  t6 

,,  ,,  visits  during  the  year  ...  29 

No  contraventions  were  observed. 
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MILKSHOPS. 

Number  of  names  on  Reg'ifitcr,  December,  igiy  ...  324 

,,  ,,  ,,  added  to  Register  during  vear  i 

,,  ,,  ,,  discontinued  during  year  ...  63 

,,  ,,  ,,  on  Register,  December,  igi8  262 


,,  ,,  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  533 

,,  ,,  contraventions  observed  ...  ...  13 

'I'he  contraventions  related  to  : — 

Registration  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Milk  vessels  not  kept  covered  ...  ...  ...  9 

Milk  stored  in  unsuitable  places  ...-  ...  3 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number  on  Register,  1917  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  1918  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  of  visits  during  year  ...  ...  ...  51 


The  contraventions  observed  related  to  limewashing  walls, 
and  cleansing  floors. 

These  four  houses  are  registered  to  accommodate  312  lodgers. 
The  number  of  persons  now  received  nightlv  averages  216. 

The  registration  of  premises  formerly  used  as  a factory  and 
referred  to  in  the  reports  for  1913-16-17  is  still  under  consideration. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  are  now'  42  houses  on  the  Register,  containing  sleeping 
accommodation  for  i,oo6  persons  nightly.  The  number  of  persons 
now-  sleeping  in  these  houses  averages  650  nightlv.  Most  of  these 
houses  appear  to  be  conducted  more  or  less  as  Common  Lodging 
Houses. 


Offensive  Trades. 

No  application  has  been  received  during  the  year  for  permis- 
sion to  use  additional  premises  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  an 
offensive  trade. 

These  premises  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time,  and 
were  found  to  be  kept  as  free  from  effluvia  as  the  nature  of  the 
trade  would  allow. 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

During-  the  year  a memorial  signed  l^y  a large  number  of 
residents  was  received  concerning  a nuisance  arising  from  dense 
black  smoke'  and  offensive  oily  odours  emitted  from  eight 
chimneys  at  a newly  erected  factory.  This  nuisance  was  investi- 
gated, and  to  some  extent  remedied.  In  another  instance  the 
nuisance  complained  of  was  remedied  by  using  gas  power  instead 
of  steam. 


Pig  Keeping,  1918. 

Xumber  of  written  applications  received  for  per- 
mission to  keep  pigs  ...  ...  ...  56 

Xumber  of  applications  approved  ...  ...  24 

,,  ,,  ,,  not  approved  ...  32 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875  to  1907. 

Mr.  Clarke,  the  Inspector  under  these  .Acts,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

During  the  year  igi  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  sub- 
niitted  to  the  Public  .Analysts,  wTo  certified  r75  as  genuine,  and  16 
as  adulterated. 

The  saniples  w-ere  collected  in  the  following  manner  : — Formal 
samples,  52;  preliminary  samples,  139:  and  included — new  milk, 
162;  butter,  6;  lard,  8;  dripping,  5;  margarine,  1;  coffee,  2; 
cocoa,  I ; pepper,  2 ; arrowroot,  1 ; olive  oil,  3. 

Of  the  162  samples  of  new  milk,  148  were  certified  as  genuine 
and  14  as  adulterated.  Of  these,  3 w-ere  deficient  in  fat  in 
amounts  varying  from  10  per  cent  to  21  per  cent;  and  ii  contained 
added  water  in  amounts  varying  from  3.5  per  cent,  to  35  per  cent. 

Of  the  5 samples  of  dripping,  3 were  certified  as  genuine, 
and  2 to  contain  excess  amounts  of  free  fatty  acids. 

I'he  6 samples  of  butter  were  certified  as  genuine. 

■All  the  dairy  products  w'ere  tested  for  preservatives. 

The  nature  of  each  article  and  the  analytical  results  will  be 
found  on  pages  98-99,  and  the  magisterial  proceedings  necessary 
on  page  97. 
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RKi’oirr  oi-  Administration  in  conni-xtion  with  the  Puhlic 
I Ikai.ih  (.Mri,K  and  Cream)  Regixations,  1912. 


Report  for  the  vear  ended  31st  Deccinher,  1918. 


I.  Milk;  and  Cream  nol  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


(rt) 

(b) 

Number  of  samples 

Number  in  which  a 

examined  for  the  presence 

preservative  was  reported 

of  a preservative. 

to  be  present. 

Milk  

162 

Cream 

2.  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as 
to  preservatives  were  correct  ...  ...  nil. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1906. 

One  sample  of  feeding'  stuff  was  submitted  to  the  ollicial 
•Agricuitural  .Analyst,  who  certified  the  results  to  be  in  accordance 
with  those  usually  obtained. 


Orders  of  the  Food  Controller. 

The  Orders  of  the  Food  Controller  referred  to  the  Health 
Department  were  revoked  during  the  year. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

Section  132  of  this  .Act  is  as  follows  : — “ The  Medical  Oflicer 
of  Health  of  every  District  Council  shall,  in  his  annual  report  to 
them,  report  specifically  on  the  administration  of  the  .Act  in  work- 
shops and  work-places,  and  he  shall  send  a copy  of  his  annual 
report,  or  so  inuch  of  it  as  deals  with  the  subject,  to  the  Secretary 
of  Stale.” 


BAKEHOUSES. 


Xumher  on  Register,  December,  1918  ... 

...  107 

,,  of  new  bakehouses  opened 

0 

,,  ,,  bakehouses  unoccupied 

24 

,,  ,,  changes  of  occupancy 

I 

,,  ,,  visits 

...  85 

,,  ,,  contraventions  observed 

9 

)i  ,,  remedied 

7 

Most  of  the  contraventions  related  to  the 
walls  and  ceilings. 


11  mew 


ashing 


of 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

I. — Inspection. 


Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

.30 

1 

0 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

292 

2 

0 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  outworkers  premises  included 
in  Part  3 of  this  Report). 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

322 

i 

3 

0 

2. — Dei'I'XTS  Found. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

I’articulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.lil. 
Inspector 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  I'ublic  Health  .4cf.'! .' — * 

• 

Want  of  cleanliness 

14 

3 

Want  of  ventilation 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  . . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

1 

1 

1 insufficient 

Sanitary  accora-  , j t i- 

modation  unsuitable  or  defective. . 

( not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

• 

11 

11 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshoxi  Act:  — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
house (s.  101)  . . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
bakehouses  (ss  97  to  100)  .. 

, . 

9 

9 

Other  offences  . . 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  Part  3 of  this 
Report) . 

•• 

Total 

36 

25 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 ami  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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3- — Home  Work. 


•2'i  « 

M S O 

o ^ 

Si 


o 

KH 

H 

o 

W 


K 

H 

03 


o; 

K 

M 

« 

o 

Eh 

D 

O 


o 

XI  £ 

t ^ • 

^ yioo 

(3=0 

p S-- 

^ C 

■Si;  .2 

4^  :/} 


(Oil 

‘601  »ao!i39S) 

Huonnsafio.ij 

■ 

(on  u()!i;>.>s» 

apiuu  s.if)p.io 

'i>90UV)8Ul 

rH 

•Buoijnoaso.Tj 

«0 

•pa.v.ios 

Baoijo^ 

•KOOU't?|SUI 

he'd 

C P CO 
;S  <U  +-' 
a.  X 

a 

tnS 


g.te.2  K 
--  «5o 


c 

P 0-C 

ft)  »H  - . 

(1)  P ft, 


ft)  ^ 

(«.!<(  P-S  O 


O £ . M 

i°.2oC;S  . 

::  C g ” 4>  ^ 

^ <u^ 

cn  W 


M ^ 
o 


X 

■^a  . 

p 

& E 

0 

*» 

d 

C 

Con- 
tr Motors 

6. 

■£  ! 

Hi 

£ 

P 

.£4 

Lh 

Work- 

men. 

4. 

S3 

0 

X 

\ is 

a 2 

0 0 

0 

&4 

■ CN 
• CN 


ui 

PS 

O 


Ut 

o 

Ci« 

a 

:3 

Cx 


i-i**.t- O 

• • • (N 

t-  • • • CN 


tJ1«..CN ‘.(N 

• t I I I cc  • • • ~ Z" 

PO.cAcA tb«*>*<* 

C tiO  ci  ^ ^ 

M aS'c  -an 

S:  . P ce  « • • "3  ■ • “ • W • • 33  • ■ W S-  • • • o • • I 

I •'«  m'S.a  - 2 -«  .2  .2p:  :S  S 

Igp  p2ft  is  “O-C  ,r  ^ S-  .5  s 

a-5-S^  g S Si  t.o|  'PM.I t^’-g  r«|  ^ 

giS  £S-s:^.=  'g  § --s  §'^1  . . i o*^  s 

^2-5  o 5 6i§  g=  i £ s-g  s 

>-  M --■p.feBw,  (i<S2^''^’“rS  ..UlOlP’-'fiCUJS.SaJOJO 

«CJ.fc3C^  [/j  .2Fp^.3d.O(Py,jj=^C^ttJat 

^ ^2e3d3-3.-.>-3c«CeacCt.O)<utjo8c3i-iu<UejJj«Sja 

> W (-^  Ofe  W W feo  <;  fc)  •<  15  Eh  03  PS  PU  w P3|  pR  OM  W O 


.^.o2^>.r 


a-d  3 p 33  5 

-'--III 


— — 

SsSg-s 
o .2  c " 

1lf.2-S 

S.SSi:-^g2 


• c.“  c 7r- ■ 

§ « S o 
S^S-.g* 


Siga 

r;  ^ ® t■^  p P * 
? a 033  ^P3= 

^ p ■‘'  s-tf  c _ 
^•5-d  B p - i 
•g  55-0  §2  = 5 
Sii'B  o=^ 
c.Ss'S  I t-o 

S %~S  Z;.Bo  5 

*“•  c S Cj  o >* 
X *"  O >.  O 2 u 

■cy-^OpSa 

X c3  P ft'*"  *- 

a/  o k»  c X . ^ 
'd  O C ft,  ^r*  ft) 

■z  «£  «■£;  cfc. 

= ■5  O 3> 

gS<5  «.E,= 

'd'f^  . CCh  G ft) 
p 1^  * c *■  ^5 
=«  o Si:  p 

2’d  5 ft)  * 

P G ft) 

a § 3)  u 0=3  > 

•si^Soesi 

o-r  p ^ 

O ft)  OD  ^ U 
G W ft^  P = tt 

T3  p S=  » 5 S 

ft)  •"“  l-  ft)  U c ^ 

= ft)  C 

•—  X ’5  ^ ^ 

Pop  >■  ” c 

§.p5  O ° ° O 

tt 


O u ;, 

nil: 

SS'-S 

7)  CS’d  C ; 

.="2^5 

•**'d  2 

kM  13 

0.2  O 0), 
P -G 
g 

°o1£. 

B-c  § =*. 

^•dcc;^ 

■“■3 

g*5«; 
Ct?  0''' 
o5p' 

33  O.S  P 

i-j3_  h 
° 

-■2  S" 

3 0-?  P 

ft>W  ft)  p 
>0,0.2 
& X tj  E.' 

.2-1^' 
5.  “ J3  K 
3 43  K j;  ■ 

2 o X a 

o g feS. 

a 33®^' 

a .5  o £ ■ 


83 

4-  — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  011  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Bakers 

107 

& 

Sugar  Boilers 

1 

\Vatch  Makers 

40 

Dressmakers  . . 

78 

Tailors 

37 

Boot  Makers  and  Repairers  . . ... 

33 

Milliners 

41 

0 -w 

Joiners  and  Carpenters  . . 

6 

:3  :3 

Cabinet  Makers 

3 

Q> 

Cycle  Repair  Shops 

7 

0 

Ironmongers  and  Smiths 

9 

.a  ^ 

Plumbers  and  Painters  .. 

6 

</3  ^ 

■iS  S ' 

Gas  Fitters  and  Bellhangers 

1 

2 

Pattern  Makers  and  Brassfounders  . . 

1 

Saddlers 

4 

0 « 

Tinworkers  • . . 

6 

cc 

0)  0) 

Picture  Framers 

3 

00  ^ 

Laundries 

1 

Box  and  Bag  IMakers 

1 

■S-S 

Printers  and  Bookbinders 

1 

2 c3 

J -= 

Card  Stampers 

2 

u 

0 

Engravers,  etc. 

0 

& 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

3 

Coach  Builders  and  Wheelwrights  . . 

6 

Various  . . 

26 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

423 

5.— Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.iM.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
(s.  133),  1901 

0 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by\  Notified  by  H M.  Inspector 

6 

H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 

' 

under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  - 

not  under  the  Factory  and  Work- 1 Reports  (of  action  taken) 
shop  Act  (s.  5),  1901  . . . . ) sent  to  Inspector  . . 

0 

Other 

0 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

0 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

0 
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WORKSHOPS. 

Durinfj-  the  rear  105  visits  have  been  inaclc  by  Health  Visitors 
to  workshops  where  females  are  employed. 

'I'wo  nuisances  were  discovered  and  reported. 

OUTWORKERS. 

Lists  of  outworkers  have  been  received  in  regular  course  from 
various  manufacturing  firms  in  the  City.  Visits  numbering  78 
have  been  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  these  workers. 

Cinema  Houses,  etc. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  W^atch  Committee, 
inspections  were  made  of  the  cinemas  and  entertainment  places  in 
the  City  during  November  last,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  means  of  ventilation  adopted  were  sufficient. 

Sixteen  of  these  buildings  were  visited,  and  a report  was 
made  to  that  Committee  as  to  various  matters  that  appeared  to 
call  for  attention  in  several  of  these  buildings. 

'I'he  necessity  of  darkening  their  interiors  during  daylight, 
and  the  recent  war-time  necessity  of  darkening  their  exteriors  at 
night,  have  been  factors  militating  against  the  easv  ventilation  of 
these  houses. 

Owing  to  the  great  number  of  these  places,  however,  it  is 
highly  important  that  this  matter  should  continually  receive 
attention,  and  the  passing  of  their  plans  should  receive  careful 
investigation  as  to  the  probable  efficiency  of  their  proposals  for  an 
adequate  scheme  of  ventilation. 

Sanitary  Prosecutions. 

Only  three  instances  arose  during  the  year  where  magisterial 
proceedings  were  called  for,  and  these  related  to  adulterated  milk. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act  and  Orders  of  the  Board 

of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Clarke,  the  Inspector  under  this  .\ct,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  one  outbreak  of  Swine 
I'ever,  and  one  outbreak  of  Sheep  Scab.  The  usual  detention  and 
isolation  notices  were  issued  and  the  premises  disinfected  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Orders  of  the  Board  of 
•Agriculture.  It  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  no  outbreaks  of 


85 


Anthrax,  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease,  Glanders,  or  Parasitic  Mango 
have  been  recorded. 

'Flic  periodical  cleansing  and  disinfecting  of  the  Markets  and 
Sale  V’ards  has  been  carried  out  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
Market  and  Sales  Order,  1910,  and  there  has  been  no  case  of  any 
of  the  scheduled  diseases  observed  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  in 
attendance. 

Canal  Boats. 

Inspector  Clarke,  the  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts, 
furnishes  the  following  information,  which  shows  the  steps  taken 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  give  effect  to  the  .Acts  and  Regula- 
tions affecting  Canal  Boats  : — 


'Fotal  number  of  Boats  registered  to  3[st  December,  1918  ... 
.\umber  of  Boats  added  to  Register  in  1918 
I'otal  number  of  Registrations  cancelled 
•Actual  number  of  Boats  on  Register  on  3rst  December,  1918 
Number  of  Boats  inspected  in  1918 

Number  of  Boats  conforming  to  the  Acts  and  Regulations  ... 
Number  of  Boats  infringing  the  -Acts  and  Regulations 
Total  number  for  which  the  Cabins  were  registered 
Total  number  occupying  the  Cabins 

Deiails  of  Occupations  : — 

Male  .Adults 
Female  Adults 
Children  of  .School  Age 
Children  under  School  .Age 


438 

.5 

'85 

-5.1 

'25 

I lb 

9 

375 

330 

87 

94 

102 

47 


No.  of  CascH 
met  with. 

I 


2 

6 

3 


Details  respecting  Infringements. 


No  ofC'a  es 
reniedicii. 


Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  i 


Females  over  12  improperly  occupying  2 
Painting  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dilapidation  ...  ...  ...  3 


I ...  No  proper  water  vessel  ...  ...  i 


13  Total  cases  met  with.  Total  cases  remedied  9 


Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  ...  ...  Nil 

•Number  of  printed  Notice  Forms  issued  ...  2 

Number  of  Notices  attended  to  ...  ...  i 

Number  still  corresponding  about  ...  ...  i 
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Water  Supply. 

Vour  Waterworks  Kng'ineer  kindly  Informs  me  that  during 
the  twelve  months  1,1.57,890,104  gallons  of'  water  have  been 
supplied  from  the  public  sources  to  the  City  ; of  this  355,068,089 
gallons  were  supplied  from  Spon  End,  and  490.439,000  gallons 
from  Shustoke;  whilst  293,157,015  gallons  have  been  supplied 
from  Whitley;  and  39,226,000  gallons  by  the  North  Warwick- 
shire Water  Co.  He  also  Informs  me  that  37  new  services  have 
been  laid  on  to  build  and  supply  102  houses  and  19  other  build- 
ings  ; guarantees  have  been  received  for  255  and  39  various 
completed  houses,  in  which  are  included  419  water-closets  and 
230  new  baths. 


The  amount 

supplied  gives 

an  average  consumption  of  23.8 

gallons  per 

head 

per  day.  The 

comparison 

of  this  figure  with 

that  of  previous  years  is  given  below. 

Amount  supplied 
per  day. 

Estimated  pop 
laiion  served. 

u-  Amount  per  head 
per  day. 

1897 

1,420,000  gals. 

61,234 

. . 23  gals. 

1898 

1,577,207  ,, 

61,555 

..  25  ,. 

1899 

1,723,926  ,. 

61,796 

..  27  „ 

1900 

1,896,106  ,, 

62,037 

..  30  „ 

1901 

1,649,292  ,, 

62,200 

..  25  „ 

1902 

1,670,749  ,, 

67,330 

..  25  ,, 

1903 

1,678,461  ,, 

72,550 

..  -23  ,, 

1901 

1,633,098  ,, 

75,250 

..  21  ., 

1905 

1,775,229  ,, 

78,917 

..  -22  ,, 

1906 

1,913,430  ,, 

82,600 

..  -23  ,, 

1907 

1,873,153  ,, 

85,800 

..  21  „ 

1908 

1,896,191  ,, 

90,000 

• • ‘21  ., 

1909 

1,962,625  ,, 

93,500 

..  21  ,, 

1910 

1,923,921  ,, 

102,000 

..  18-8  ,, 

1911 

2,067,443  ,, 

107,287 

..  19-2  ,, 

1912 

2,087,762  ,, 

111,166 

..  18-7  ., 

1913 

2,221,279  „ 

115,064 

..  19-3  ,, 

1914 

2,260,6-21  ,, 

119,003 

..  191  „ 

1915 

2,254,404 

122,982 

..  18-3  ,, 

1916 

2,529,062  ,, 

127.089 

..  19-8  ,, 

1917 

2,664,611  ,, 

130,000 

..  20-6  ,. 

1918 

3,172.301 

133,000 

..  23-8  ,, 

The  importance  of  covering  In  the  tank  at  Spon  End  mav 
again  be  drawn  attention  to. 
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Results  of  Analysis  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000 

SHUSTOKE. 


Date 

C 

o 

•v  2 

S c g 

0.2 
’Z  c 

.s  «- 

s-s 

Nitrogen 

in 

Oxygen 

absorbed 

in 

Four 
Hours  at 
80°  F. 

Total  Solid 

Matter. 

Hardness. 

Receipt 

of 

Sample. 

o. 

'u 

o 

it. 

Q 

5J  i 

u ’7)  c 

tie  < 

<«  e 

ox  E 

SO 

55 

Nitrates 

and 

Nitrites. 

Tem- 

porary. 

1 

Perma- 

nent. 

Total. 

Rem  irks. 

^ 1918. 

Jan  9 

Filter 

No. 
2,3.4, 
5 & 6 

0 000 

0-016 

2-1 

1 

0-16 

0-148 

38 

7-4 

12-5 

19-9 

Bright,  few  small  particles 

Feb.  7 

1.2  4, 
.5  &.  7 

0000 

0-012 

2-2 

0-05 

0-096 

38 

12-1 

9-4 

21-5 

Bright  and  clear 

Mar.  7 

1,2,3, 

4,5&6 

0-000 

0-0D8 

2-4 

0-27 

0-073 

36 

10-5 

14-5 

25-0 

Bright,  few  small  particles 

April  11 

7 

0-000 

0-012 

2-3 

trace 

0-112 

32 

10-7 

8-4 

19-1 

Bright  and  clear 

May  9 

4.5,6, 
& 7 

0 000 

0-008 

2-8 

0-11 

0054 

33 

7-'2 

11-9 

19-1 

do.  do. 

June  8 

2,3.4, 
5 &6 

0-000 

0-008 

2-7 

1-40 

0-061 

30 

6-7 

11-5 

18-2 

Bright,  few  small  particles 

July  4 

2,3.4, 
5 & 7 

0-000 

0-004 

2-55 

0-27 

0-048 

28 

6-2 

11  5 

17-7 

Bright  and  clear 

Aug  8 

4.5. 

G & 7 

0000 

0-006 

2-6 

0-14 

0-053 

29 

1-0 

12-9 

13-9 

do.  do. 

Sept,  f) 

1,2.. 3. 
4.5  6 A 
7 

0 000 

0-008 

2-8 

0-22 

0-055 

35 

5-5 

10-9 

16-4 

1 

do.  do. 

Out.  8 

2.3,4, 
A-  5 

o-coo 

o-oos 

2-6 

trace 

0-041 

29 

6-7 

10-7 

17-4 

Bright  and  clear,  good  fil- 

Nov.  7 

1,2.3, 
4,5  & 7 

oooo 

0-008 

2-8 

0-25 

0-100 

34 

6 3 

10  4 

16-7 

tration 

do.  do. 

Dec  4 

2,  3.4. 
5,6  & 7 

trace 

0-008 

2-4 

0-25 

0-117 



31 

9-5 

1 10- 1 

L 

j 

■ 19-6 

Bright,  few  small  particles 

DOE  BANK  WELL,  SPON  END. 


Date 

of 

Receipt 

of 

Sample. 

Free  and 
Saline  ' 
.Ammonia.  | 

Organic 

Ammonia. 

= ^ Oxygen 

- u Nitrogen  absorbed 
= :H  in  In 

g o Nitrates  Four 

12  2 and  Hours  at 

(j^  Nitrites.  8o“  F. 

Total  Solid 
Matter.  1 

Hardness. 

Remarks. 

Tem- 

porary. 

Perma- 

nent. 

Total. 

1918. 
Jan  3 
April  9 
July  1 
Oct.  7 

trace  0-006 
do.  0 001 
do.  0-0007 
do.  0 000 

2-3  0-22  0-020 

2-3  0-33  0-016 

2-4  0-22  0 008 

2-0  0-11  0005 

50 

44 

44 

■16 

8-4 

11-3 

8-5 

8 7 

18-7 
10-9 
14  9 
13-2 

27-1 

22-2 

23-4 

21-9 

Bright.  Few  small  particles 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

1918. 
Jan.  8 
April  9 
J ul  V 1 
Oct  7 


TANK,  SPON  ICND. 


trace 

0 005 

2-0 

0-33  • 

0-023 

41 

9-8 

152 

25-0 

0 000 

0-003 

2 3 

0-30 

0-018 

46 

9-6 

10-0 

20-2 

0-001 

0-001 

2 3 

0 25 

0-008 

38 

10 -4 

13  8 

24  2 

o-oou 

0-002 

2-0 

014 

0-017 

45 

8-4 

13  8 

1 

22  2 

Bright.  Few  small  particles 


Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

88 


WHITLEY. 


D.iie 

*0  rt 

CO-*;: 
rt  c = 

1 

Organic  } 
Ammonia  1 

c cn 

<14 

Nitrogen 

in 

Oxygen 
absorbi  d 
in 

*o  ^ 

Hdrdness. 

Receipt 

of 

Sample. 

(L=  2 
4)  rt  b 

^ < 

‘C  o 
.22 

.\  it  rates 
and 

Nitrites. 

I-'our 
Honrs  at 
8o«  r. 

*3 

o ^ 
H 

Tem- 

porary. 

I-’erma- 

nent. 

Total. 

1918. 

J an . 1 1 

0 000 

0-004 

3-8 

0-22 

0.01-2 

62 

13-4 

25-7 

39  1 

,,  16 

0000 

0-004 

3-9 

0-19 

0-0099 

62 

12-5 

25-7 

38-2 

18 

0 000 

0-004 

3-7 

0-22 

0-005 

62 

14-9 

23-3 

38-2 

21 

O'OOO 

0-006 

3-9 

0-16 

0-C05 

62 

14-8 

24-1 

38-9 

..  24 

0000 

0-004 

3-9 

0-27 

0-002 

63 

15-6 

22-6 

38-2 

28 

0-000 

0-003 

3-8 

0-22 

0-002 

63 

18  7 

21-1 

39-8 

Feb.  5 

0 000 

0-003 

3-7 

0 33 

0 000 

63 

13-9 

24-3 

38-2  , 

, 13 

0 000 

0-003 

3 8 

0 16 

0 002 

63 

16-4 

21-8 

38-2 

,,  22 

0 000 

0-004 

3-8 

016 

0-000 

62 

17  2 

21  1 

38-3 

..  25 

0-000 

0-003 

3-7 

. 0-22 

0-022 

63 

17-3 

21-8 

39  1 

„ 28 

0-000 

0-003 

3-7 

0-22 

0-007 

64 

17-3 

21-8 

39-1 

Mar.  5 

0-000 

0-003 

3-7 

0-66 

0-019 

63 

14-5 

23  0 

37-5 

,,  9 

0-000 

0-005 

3 7 

0-65 

0 000 

62 

18-5 

22  5 

41-0 

12 

0 000 

0-004 

40 

0-65 

0 013 

62 

16  4 

22  5 

38-9 

„ 15 

0-000 

0 003 

3-9 

0-60 

0-005 

62 

17-8 

22-5 

40-3 

18 

0-000 

0-003 

3 8 

0-65 

0-005 

63 

17-8 

-22-5 

40-3 

„ 22 

0-000 

0-003 

3-7 

0-66 

0-013 

62 

17-8 

21  -8 

39-6 

26 

0 000 

0-004 

3-9 

0-77 

0-013 

64 

170 

21-1 

38-1 

April  5 

0 000 

0-003 

3 9 

0-52 

0-016 

63 

15-4 

23-6 

39  0 

12 

0-000 

0002 

3-8 

0 66 

0 005 

62 

13-0 

217 

34-7 

.,  15 

0-000 

0-004 

3-S 

0-60 

0-005 

63 

14-3 

21-1 

35  4 

.,  19 

0-000 

0-003 

3-7 

0-77 

0-008 

76 

13-5 

10-9 

33  4 

22 

trace 

0 003 

3-7 

0-77 

0-005 

70 

12-3 

21-1 

33-4 

„ 26 

(1-000 

0 002 

3-7 

0-77 

0-012 

65 

14-5 

-21-1 

35-0 

„ 30 

0 000 

0-003 

3-7 

0 77 

0012 

66 

16-4 

19-2 

35-0 

^lav  8 

0-000 

0 002 

4-1 

0 72 

0 007 

62 

14-2 

19-9 

34-1 

6 

0-000 

0 006 

4 0 

0-61 

0-005 

64 

12-9 

21  8 

34-7 

.,  10 

0-000 

0-006 

3 9 

0 72 

0-002 

64 

14  9 

19-2 

31-1 

..  13 

0-000 

0-006 

3-9 

0 55 

0 002 

03 

13-6 

21-1 

34-7 

„ 30 

0-000 

0-002 

4-0 

006 

0 014 

61 

12  8 

21  1 

33-9 

June  5 

0-000 

0-003 

3-8 

0-60 

0-002 

61 

11  4 

2-2-5 

33-9 

,,  12 

0-000 

0-004 

3-8 

0 77 

0-006 

63 

12-8 

21  1 

.33-9 

26 

0-000 

0 002 

3-8 

0-74 

0-006 

71 

12-5 

21-3 

33-8 

J ulv  10 

0-000 

0-002 

3-8 

0-00 

0 005 

65 

14-4 

21  7 

36-1 

Aug.  8 

0 000 

0-000 

3-8 

0-01 

0-002 

67 

14  9 

21  8 

.36-7 

Sept  6 

0-000 

0-002 

3-9 

0-72 

0 002 

59 

12-6 

19-6 

32-2 

Oct.  4 

0 000 

0 002 

.3-7 

0-77 

0 007 

57 

114 

214 

32  8 

Nov.  15 

0-000 

0 002 

3-7 

0-01 

0 002 

02 

12-0 

20-2 

32  2 

Dec.  4 

0-000 

0-002 

3-9 

0-77 

0-005 

65 

8 9 

21  4 

30-3 

Kemarks. 


Bright  and  clear. 

Cl.. 

01 

Do. 

do. 

Cl., 

-02 

Do. 

do. 

Cl.. 

02 

Do. 

do. 

01., 

•025 

Do. 

do. 

Cl., 

•025 

Do. 

do. 

Cl., 

•025 

Do. 

do. 

Cl  , 

•02 

Do. 

do. 

Cl.. 

trace 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do, 

do. 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Cl., 

trace 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do.,  few  small  particles 
Do.,  few  small  particles 
01  . trace 
Bright  and  clear 


Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Bright,  few  sm-all  particles 


NORTH  WARWICKSHIIU-:  WATER  CO. 


1918. 
Jan.  3 

0 000 

0 004 

1-7 

1 race 

0-036 

38 

9-0 

160 

25-0 

Bright ; few  small  particles 

Feb. 

8 

0-000 

0 004 

1-6 

0-08 

0-005 

45 

16-4 

11-2 

27  6 

Bright  and  clear 

Mar. 

11 

0 000 

0 004 

1-7 

tiaco 

0-013 

38 

14-2 

8-2 

22-4 

Brisht ; few  small  particles 

April 

9 

0 000 

0-005 

1-7 

trace 

0-013 

28 

11-9 

10  6 

22-5 

Do.  do. 

May 

14 

trace 

0 003 

2-0 

Oil 

0-007 

42 

16  4 

9-5 

•25-9 

Bright  and  clear 

June 

4 

trace 

0-00 1 

1-7 

006 

0-0-24 

20 

7-8 

12-6 

-20-4 

Bright ; few  small  particles 

July 

5 

0-000 

0 002 

1-7 

0-27 

0-(XX) 

58 

13-4 

10-0 

23-4 

D '.  do. 

Ang. 

13 

0-000 

0 001 

2-0 

trace 

0-008 

50 

12-4 

lO-l 

22-5 

Do.  do. 

Sept. 

9 

0 000 

0-000 

2-1 

0-52 

0-002 

48 

12-1 

9-8 

21-9 

Bright  and  clear 

26 

0-000 

0 000 

1-7 

0 22 

0-002 

40 

ri-6 

10  0 

21-6 

Do.  do. 

Nov. 

13 

0-000 

1 race 

1-9 

0-22 

0-005 

28 

11-8 

13-2 

25-0 

Do.  do. 

Dec. 

4 

0 000 

0-000 

1-8 

0-19 

0-005 

37 

11-8 

10-1 

21-9 

Bright ; few  small  particles 
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Refuse  Removal. 

Vour  City  Eng-ineer  has  kindly  informed  me  that  the  following 
amount  of  house  refuse  has  been  removed  during  the  year  : — 

Cubic  yards.  Cart  loads. 

Refuse  removed  ...  57, 201  38,134 

In  1917  the  amount  was  as  follows  : — 

Refuse  removed  ...  59,138  39,400 

This  is  carted  to  the  Refuse  Destructor  and  there  dealt  with. 
\’arious  particulars  relating  to  refuse  collection  and  destruction 
appeared  in  the  Report  for  1913. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

I'u/c  Report  for  1916. 

Health  Visitors. 

The  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  under  the 
headings  of  their  different  duties  is  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Visits  in  regard  to  births;  these  have  been  spoken  of 
under  the  heading  of  Infantile  Mortality,  pages  26  to  31. 

(2)  Visits  relating  to  home  work  are  referred  to  on  page  84. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  have  paid  105  visits  to 

workshops  where  females  are  employed. 

(3)  Infectious  Disease.  Visits,  numbering  2,018  have  been 
made  with  regard  to  infectious  diseases;  the  greater  proportion 
being  in  connection  with  Tuberculosis  (1,981). 

Of  the  remaining  37  visits,  30  have  been  paid  to  cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Xeonatorium,  and  5 to  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

(4)  Work  in  connection  with  the  Midwives  .Act  is  referred  to 
on  pages  39-40. 

(5)  Other  miscellaneous  work.  During  the  year  552  miscel- 
laneous visits  have  been  made.  These  include  the  inspection  of 
the  public  lavatories  for  women,  visits  in  respect  of  neglected 
homes,  dirty  premises,  dilapidations,  alleged  nuisajices,  over- 
crowded houses,  and  any  other  special  information  required  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

t hroughout  the  year  81  nuisances  and  18  dirty  houses  were 
reported  to  the  .Medical  Oflicer  of  Health. 


go 


Classification  of  visits  paid  during  rgiS  ; — 


Notified  Births  visited  ...  •••  2,284 

Re-visits  to  Notified  Births  ...  ...  •■.  4)  *7° 

.\nte-natal  Visits  ...  ...  •••  •••  7° 

Still-births  ...  ...  ...  84 

Infants’  Deaths  enquired  into  ...  ...  5 

Infectious  Diseases  .;.  ...  ...  ...  37 

Phthisis  ...  ...  .••  >.981 

Outworkers  ...  ...  .■  •••  78 

Workshops  ...  ...  •.•  •••  105 

Midwives  ...  ...  •.■  •••  i45 

Mentally  Deficient  Cases  ...  ...  ...  64 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  55^ 

Hints  on  Feeding — 252  posted 


9.575 


Nuisances  reported  ...  ...  ...  81 

Dirty  houses  found  ...  ...  ...  18 

Neglected  homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

References  to  other  Departments. 

'These  included  38  references  to  the  City  Engineer,  152  to  the 
W'ater works  Engineer,  and  613  to  the  Head  Teachers  of  the 
Schools. 

The  character  of  the  references  to  the  Citv  Engineer  is  set 


out  in  the  following  table  : — 

Cnauthorised  buildings  ...  ...  ...  2 

Foul  gullies  and  complaints  relating  to  sewers  ...  12 

Refuse  removal  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 


I'he  references  to  the  Waterworks  Engineer  dealt  with  such, 
matters  as  waste  of  water  from  taps  and  cisterns,  while  those  to 
I lead  I'cachers  related  to  infectious  disease  among  .school  children 
anrl  exclusions  from  school. 
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The  Inspection  of  the  District,  and  the  Sanitary 

Staff. 


'I'hat  portion  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  connected 
with  nuisances  in  and  around  dwellings  can  best  be  set  out  in 
tabular  form.  The  figures  in  relation  to  these  matters  for  the 
year  are  as  follow  : — 


Drainage  and  Pavement. 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction 
Drains  provided  with  efficient  traps 
New  Drains,  inspection  and  intercepting 
chambers  provided 
Drains  relaid  ... 

Sink  drains  disconnected  from  sewer 
Drains  tested  ... 

Soil  pipes  and  ventilating  shafts  provided 
or  improved 

Courts  and  back  yards  paved  and  repaired 
Dwellings. 

Floors  of  dwellings  relaid  or  repaired 
Dilapidated  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ... 
Damp  walls — damp  courses  inserted 
Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof  ... 
Dangerous  stairs  repaired 
Additional  windows  provided  and  others 
made  to  open 
Defective  spouts  repaired 
Pantry  ventilation  improved 
New  sinks  provided 

New  waste  pipes  provided  and  others 
repaired  ... 

Foul  cellars  cleansed  and  defects  in  drains 
remedied  ... 

Houses  limewashed  and  cleansed 
Houses  limewashed  after  infectious  disease 
Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with 

Water  Closets  and  Urinals. 


1917. 

1918. 

664 

727 

63 

41 

16 

10 

39 

65 

8 

2 

87 

150 

10 

5 

55 

83 

23 

84 

22 

68 

6 

4 

53 

76 

6 

17 

1 1 

25 

62 

77 

I 

2 

H 

18 

26 

36 

I 

3 

104 

104 

188 

184 

16 

12 

25 

15 

21 

4 

Additional  water  closets  provided 
Water  closets  reconstructed 


G 
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Water  Closets  and  Urinals — conthiued.  | 

igiy.  1918. 

Water  closets  repaired  and  limewashed  ...  94  114 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  basins 

and  traps  ...  ...  ...  147  159 

Defective  joints  in  flush  pipes  repaired  ...  52  65 

Foul  W.C.  basins  and  traps  cleansed  ...  875  655 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  repaired  ...  276  373 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided  ...  49  70 

Urinals  cleansed  and  reconstructed  ...  5 i 

Urinals  abolished  ...  ...  ...  31  o 


by 


5 

55 

123 

62 

5 

^5 

297 


Privies,  Ashpits  and  Dustbins. 

Offensive  privies  and  pail  closets  con- 
verted into  W.C.’s  ...  ...  I 

Offensive  privies  and  pail  closets  abolished  4 

New  W.C.'s  erected  in  place  of  above  ...  4 

Offensive  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  in  place  of 

above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ i 

Other  houses  provided  with  sanitary 

dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  383  1025 

Various. 

Premises  limewashed  and  cleansed 
Smoke  nuisances  dealt  with 
Nuisances  from  animals  kept,  abated 
Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Courts  and  back  yards  cleansed 
tenants 

Gipsy  tents  and  caravans  removed 
Water  supply— additional  taps  provided.. 
Miscellaneous... 


49 
161 

50 

5 

I 

248 


Totals  3,982  1 4.793'^' 


• This  total  includes  284  drains,  etc., cleansed  by  Health  Depaitment  Staff. 
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So  far  as  the  work  is  capable  of  tabulation,  the  number  of 
visits  and  other  work  involved  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Number  of  visits  to  premises  ... 

Number  of  statutory  notices  issued  ... 
Cleansing  notices,  statutory 
Number  of  informal  notices  issued 
Number  of  letters  issued 

Number  of  summonses  issued  for  non-com- 
pliance with  notice  to  abate  nuisance 
Number  of  nuisances  remaining  unabated  .. 
Number  of  registered  premises  under  super- 
vision (not  including  workshops) 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  registered  premises 


1917. 

1918. 

14,819 

16,587 

72 

81 

35 

38 

2,035 

2,607 

2,711 

2,425 

9 

— 

32 

38 

530 

473 

2,645 

1,9*7 

In  the  preceding  tables  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  are 
inserted  for  comparison. 


Summary  of  Inspectors’  Work 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  NUISANCES  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 


94 


JA 

13 

o 


VO  t^OO  VO  VO 
00  0>v0  O 

HH  VO  O 


VO  Q^00  VO 
O M O O OJ 
>0  VO  VO 


vOO  OO^rOOvO  ^OO^vo^O>-l  Cv*-*  ►"< 

N-  ro  voCO  vO  roO  O 

^ ^ rOVO  O vovoCS  vO^CSOO  vo^  CS 


00 

fO 


lO  hh  cs 


>H  fO 


1*0  PO 


cs 


CN 


00 

N4 

cr« 


hh  lO  cs 
cs  VO  M 
cs 


^vo  vo  ^ 

VO  VO  i*^  o 00 


VO 


(T»  VOCO 
lO  VO  O 

I-.  vO  ‘O 


^^0•-'POO^•-'CSCS 
01  CO  ’^vO  *-• 

o - 


to 

vo" 

VO 


fO 

a> 


ro 

cs  C30 

o 

CO 

cs 

rt-OO 

1-^ 

VO 

03 

XOO 

C*l 

-t" 

rooo 

VO 

VO 

CO 

>ox 

cs 

vO 

<o 

VO 

VO 

VO 

X 

o 

30 

cs 

r*^ 

CJ 

00 

VO 

VO 

CJ 

o 

00 

03 

VO 

M 

M 

K>4 

00 

CO 

CO 

—> 

VO 

03 

»-4 

ro 

vD 

VO 

VO 

CO 

03 

03 

CO 

00 

X 

CS 

. 

. 

cs 

CO 

cs 

cs 

CO 

cs 

00 

VO 

CO 

ro 

CO 

CO 

00 

w 

03 

*o 

ro 

■4* 

VO 

o 

CS 

. 

cs 

t^co 

»o 

cs 

00 

Tt-OO 

w 

CO 

03 

03 

M 

►H 

cs 

CO 

cs 

HH 

VO 

X 

CO 

VO 

fO 

CS 

-rf- 

CO 

cs 

cs 

Ti- 

tI-X 

CO 

HH 

VO 

VO 

03 

■ri- 

CO 

so 

CO 

o 

VO 

X 

M 

Tt* 

tJ- 

o 

X 

CO 

cs 

>-l 

03 

o 

cs 

VO 

Ti- 

cs 

cs 

cs 

hH 

VO 

cs 

VO 

-4- 

03 

cs 

03 

►-< 

cs 

CO 

t-H 

l~< 

CO 

Ti- 

•-H 

CO 

*-• 

00 

cs 

o 

to 

HH 

VO 

03 

ro 

l-H 

00 

00 

03 

VO 

VO 

o 

cs 

CO 

00 

t'^OO 

cs 

o 

CO 

o 

VO 

03 

t'^CO 

oo 

03 

M 

Th 

03 

00 

o 

00 

00 

o 

CO 

t^x 

►H 

X 

CO 

cs 

cs 

HH 

VO 

»~4 

oo 

o 

03 

-5* 

M 

►H 

H-( 

CO 

►H 

CO 

►H 

CO 

M 

X 

cs 

HH 

VO 

M 

VO 

rO 

03 

CS 

VO 

vox 

cs 

VO 

X 

»-♦ 

CO 

X 

X 

X 

CO  00 

00 

o 

00 

CO 

cs 

Th 

r4"X 

cs 

VO 

>-i 

CS 

cs 

X 

cs 

C73 

o 

o 

CO 

tJ- 

o 

o 

03 

r-x 

cs 

X 

t-i 

cs 

o 

VO 

(73 

cs 

cs 

o 

o 

03 

X 

cs 

CS 

CO 

►H 

M 

VO 

CS 

cs 

cs 

o 

CO 

cs 

X 

M 

H-4 

« 

X 

CS 

rO 

03 

o 

M 

cs 

cs 

o 

o 

CO 

cs 

cs 

VO 

cs 

t^OO 

CO 

CO 

o 

VO  00 

VO 

VO 

cs 

fO 

t-H 

M 

M 

M 

o 

*4* 

o 

vox 

VO 

cs 

cs 

cs 

CO 

M 

o 

X 

03 

VO 

CO 

lO 

o 

CO 

CO 

cs 

VO 

(Ot 

fv. 

cs 

CO 

VO 

M 

M 

M 

CO  VO 

CO 

H4 

cs 

hH 

M 

00 

VO 

00 

CS 

cs 

CO 

e3O00 

X 

03 

cs 

cs 

CO 

HH 

o 

mx 

03 

cs 

03 

VO 

00 

X 

M 

rn 

00 

00 

o 

00 

vox 

VO 

cs 

cs 

o 

•o 

cs 

VO 

cs 

cs 

»-4 

VO 

VO 

cs 

CO 

cs 

00 

03 

CO 

HH 

cs 

M 

CO 

M 

CO 

CO 

HH 

00 

M 

VO 

O 

M 

03 

cs 

X 

o 

03 

VO 

X 

VO 

VO 

o 

CO 

VO 

cs 

00 

cs 

ro 

CO 

VO 

xoo 

VO 

ro 

to 

00 

VO 

M 

M 

M 

r^oo 

o 

03 

cs 

CO 

CO 

rl-X 

00 

X 

03 

cs 

cs 

X 

LO 

(73 

VO 

cs 

cs 

03 

cs 

ro 

»— t 

VO 

X 

CO 

cs 

cs 

X 

VO 

hH 

x' 

03 

X X 

HH 

^ cs 

cs  CO 

ro  *-»  cs 

o 

o 

T^-00  (31 

ro 

O rooo 

cs 

t-i 

VO 

-f-  o 

VO 

o 

C3-I00 

r-- 

cs  so 

!>• 

O VO  00 

CO 

CO 

ro 

<73 

CO  r^oo 

cs 

cs 

O to 

ro 

03 

m cs 

- CO  cs 

(S 

ro  ^ 

HH  ro 

Ov 

rO 

O 


C 

o 

■«>* 

u 

D 

u 

w 

O 

S 

o 


tu 

. u 

CO  : 

d.  a; 
cc:  CO  X! 

l-  (U 

*-<  uj 


D 


"13  (U 

43  • — 
CO  u 

c eg 

ceJ  u 

43 

"u  -5 
■o  ■> 
a ^ 

CTj  -XJ 

lU  ^ 
c > 
<U  o 
d u 
O d 

CO  !0 

5 .S 

"5  tc! 

ui  ti 

'X3  'O 


c o 

<U  U 
u 

O 45 
o 

'TD  0) 


PC  _ 

43  <U 

CO  $5 
li  d 
43  4) 
J3  ^ 

O 43 

'o  sq 


o 

o 

U 

Du 

u 

(U 

X! 

•D 

& 

0) 

rt 


c/3 

D. 


0) 

> 

o 


a 


T3 

a; 

Cfl 

: c 

> ceJ 

Ji 

t o 


(D 

T3 


> 

O 

j-i  _ 

CLxJ 
c/)  c/j 
c c 
c3  ‘S 

u u 
'D  T3 

43  n 
C CO 


c 

03 

T3 

43 

"O 


-o  4)  na 
4^  .b  C 
.b  CC3  rt 
cC 

Q,  4)  ^ 


T3 
. 43 

> 4-* 

• u 
0) 

0)  > 
cn  G 
03  o 
0)  o 
w 

^ Cfl 

c/3  ^ 
G c/3 

o o 

'zi  o 

CJ 

u — 
a 

•-  d 
u, 

4)  u 


. 4) 

• "O  > 

' 43  O 
-C  J2 
CO  rt 

•1  o 

eel  « 
JO  _rt 
43  d 

. CO 
_o  C 
"o  ■" 
_ 'O 

43 

ns  +-• 

d o 

43 


T3 

: : G 

c/i 

C to 

T3  43  • — 
4>J  C/3 
C/3  ct3 
.^•5^ 

2 ^ & 
d 43  43 
C C 
to 

■Jr;  JS 

o 5 

V-  43  _ 

43  Ta 


43 

x: 


43  la 
to  43 


43 


U "O 
3 43 


G o 


d & 
to  73 
C 

C eel 

'to  „ 

& o 

43  O 


43 

g W 
^ ct3 

o S 

d 43 
to  q 

13 


to 

.43  CO 


rt  to  c^ 
to  43  ^ 


T3 

43 

U 

e5 

d 

43 


43 
O 
_rt 

Cl, 

r • c 

o ■ 

111  "CJ 

43  43  43 

to  ;0  •;- 

c x > 

■ o 2 

to-i  ^ 


i.'o 

« O 43  " 

X 43  ^ ■ 


TD 

43 

> 

o 


"O  Ta 

^ 43 

« O 

■O  ^ 
43 

M - 

d C3 

43  43 

" P 


u< 

£ -a 


_ c 

ceJ  .43 


43 


> 

t-i 

Cl, 

y 43 


43  to 


T U 


43  to 


^ tj 
43  . 

to 
O 


"3 
£ C 


P _ tj 


c •:: 

to  o 

43 


to 
43 
to 

O 43  O 
u -O  X 


to  • — 
43  to 
to  C 

l.43 

O !x 
X O 


Cl  So 

43  2 o 

> eel  c 13 

> o 

to  ? u 

C X 43 

,43  ^ -ea  -j: 


o 


43 


O d 


• g IE 
f 3 


,3  43  43 


X 43  73 
O C eel 


to  tel 
c .X 
C 

0)  ^ 

T3  O c/3 


CJ 

.<1^ 


c rt  : 
o ^ - u 

5 cL  4) 

43  « 

X > X 4r 

43  S t- 

u dj2  3 

^ rt  to  e4  P 

dX  P P 

43  U .5  C 

u rt  c “ 

- >7  eel  X; 

X X ^ O 
_ 43  O P ^ 

“ S J O C 

o r 0)  JS 

^ CJ  3 

-J£  to  G p 

vOS  " c 

D h cTi  G 

-*  'G  CJ 

t-  o CJ 

G U - 


u 

X o 

X 73 
& 43 
> 

X o 
eel 
43 
X 


43 

> 

O 

Ui 

d 

s 


bX) 

c 

X 

5 

o 


u 

cS 


te: 

43  b 
n C8 

P*  to 

d 

to 


p 

o 

43 
G 

et! 

O 73  — 
— G 43 
O eel  O 


2o 

4}  CO 

> 


(U 
73 

c;J  OJ 


c c 


CO  CJ  > 


O ----- 

z 


cs 

VO 

c» 

VO 


Summary  of  other  Miscellaneous  Work 

FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 
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During:  the  year  the  depletion  of  the  inspectorial  staff  con- 
tinued as  before.  One  of  the  Health  Visitors  was  temporarily 
employed  as  a .Sanitary  Inspector.  .An  additional  temporary 
assistant  inspector,  Mr.  A.  E.  Bennett,  was  appointed  in  July. 
Mr.  R.  W.  Elmore,  the  laundry  engineer  of  the  City  Hospital, 
who  had  been  made  responsible  also  for  the  motor  ambulance 
driving  and  disinfecting,  was  claimed  for  the  Army  in  August;  a 
substitute  was  found  in  Mr.  F.  Shipston. 

I have  prepared  a special  report  on  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  .Act,  1918,  which  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  entrusted  with  the  powers  conferred  by  that  Act. 

I am  appending  to  this  Report  a record  of  the  magisterial 
proceedings  which  have  been  called  for  during  the  year,  an 
extended  schedule  of  the  ages  at,  and  causes  of  death,  a return 
of  the  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  the 
.Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Coventry, 

May,  1919. 


E.  H.  SNELL, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS,  1918. 


No  of 
Case. 

Complaint. 

Result. 

Total  Costs. 

I 

Selling  adulterated  milk 

Fined  £20  and  analysts’ 
fee  10/6 

£ s.  d. 
20  10  6 

. 2 

Ditto  ditto 

Fined  ^10  and  analysts’ 
fee  10/6 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Ditto  ditto 

Fined  ^"3  and  analysts’ 
fee  10/6 

3 10  6 

£}>^  II  6 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875 


Suiiivtay,  of  the  Reports  of  the  Public  Analysts  for  the  City  of  Coventry  upon  the 
articles  analysed  by  them  under  the  above  Act  for  the  year  ending  31  st  December,  1918. 


Articles  submitted 
for  Analysis. 


State 

whether  the  Sample 
was  submitted  to  the 


Analysts  by  an  Officer 
acting  under  direction 
of  a Local  Authority 
under  Section  13  of 
Act,  and  if  so  the 
name  of  such 
Authority. 


Result  of  Analysis  showing  whether  the 
Sample  was  Genuine  or  Adulterated,  and 
if  Adulterated,  what  were  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  Adulterations. 


Observations. 


FIRST  QUARTER. 


Samples 

All  Genuine 

Milk  36 

Mr.  \V.  H . Clarke, 
f ood  & Drugs 

1 nspector  to 
the  City  of 
Coventry. 

M I 

i » 

Adulterated — ii%  added 
water 

Margarine  i 

j ) 

Genuine. 

Vendor  kept 
under  observa- 
t i o n . Subse- 
quent sample 
proved  t o b e 
genuine 


SECOND  QUARTER. 


Samples 

Milk  17 

)> 

All  Genuine 

I 

) ) 

Adulterated— Deficient  of 

21  % of  Fat 

I 

} > 

Adulterated — Deficient  of 

13  % of  Fat 

I 

> > 

Adulterated  — Deficient  of 

10  % of  Fat 

n I 

,,  I 

>> 

• 

Adulterated — 43%  of  added 
water 

Adulterated  — 55  % of  added 
water  and  deficient  of 

13  % of  Fat 

Vendor  — re- 
tailer. Subse- 
quent samples 
obtained  from 
farmer 

Vendor — f a r- 
mer.  Three 
churns  of 
genuine  milk, 
and  one  with 
milk  deficient 
of  fat  due  to 
improper  mix- 
ing. Cautioned 
l.by  letter 

Vendor — f a r - 
mer.  F i n e d 
I f^2o  and  ana- 
l^lysts’  fee 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drug^S  Act,  1875 — continued. 


Articles  submitted 

State 

whether  the  sample 
was  submitted  to  the 
Analysts  by  an  Officer 
acting  underdirection 

Result  of  Analysis  showing  whether  the 
Sample  was  Genuine  or  Adulterated,  and 

Observations. 

for  Analysis. 

of  a Local  Authority 

if  Adulterated,  what  were  the  nature  and 

under  Section  13  of 
Act,  and  if  so  the 
name  of  such 
Authority. 

extent  of  the  Adulterations. 

I'HIRD  QUARTER. 


Samples 

Milk  • 

28 

Mr.  W.H.  Clarke, 

All  Genuine 

l‘'ood  & Drugs 

Inspector  to 
the  City  of 

Coventry. 

In  formal 

I 

>> 

Adulterated — 5-5  % added 

water 

sample.  Sub- 
sequent formal 
sample  proved 

genuine 

I 

J > 

Adulterated — 24  % 

added 

Informal 

water 

sample  from 
retailer 

I 

>> 

Adulterated — 27  % 

added 

Formal  sample 

water 

from  whole- 
saler  of  above. 

Fined  £10  and 
analysis’  fee 

I 

> > 

Adulterated — 7 % 

added 

Same  vendor 

water 

as  above 

I 

Adulterated — 3-5  % added 

water 

FOURTH  QUARTER. 

Samples 

Milk 

67 

All  Genuine 

I 

Adulterated — 15  % 

added 

Fined  £i  and 
analysts’  fee 

water 

)> 

I 

> 

Adulterated  — 20  % 

added 

Informal 

water 

added 

Uamples-  from 

>> 

I 

Adulterated — 20  % 

same  vendor 

water 

1 

Butter 

6 

)) 

All  Genuine 

Lard 

8 

1 > 

1 

Dripping 

3 

n 

Coffee 

2 

> ♦ 

> > 

Cocoa 

I 

>> 

n 

Pepper 

2 

) ) 

> > 

Arrowroot 

I 

> > 

1 ’’ 

Olive  Oil 

3 

) ) 

1 

Dripping 

I 

>) 

1 Adulterated — 0 8%  excess 

1 of  free  fatty  acids 

Dripping  with- 
drawn  from 

I 

i Adulterated—  i'7  % 

excess 

sale 

i of  free  fatty  acids 

EXTENDED  SCHEDULE  OF  AGES  AND  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  YEAR  1918. 
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EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Thk  Mayor  (Mr.  Councillor  J.  I.  Bates,  B.Sc.,  J.P.)  Ckairinan. 
Mr.  Councillor  S.  Gorton,  J.P.,  Vice-Chairman.  • 


Mr.  Alderman  Batchelor. 

,,  ,,  Fowler,  M.D.,  J.P. 

,,  .,  Lee,  J.P. 

,,  „ SoDEN,  M.P.C.S.,  J-P- 

,,  Councillor  Barnacle. 

,,  ,,  Caldicott. 

,,  ,,  Cleland. 

„ „ Flinn. 

,,  ,,  Goate,  J.P. 

,,  ,,  Halpin,  J.P. 

,,  ,,  Jones,  J.P. 


Mr.  Councillor  Poole,  J.P. 

„ „ Pugh,  J.P. 

,,  ,,  Wale,  O.B.E., 

„ ..  WVLES.  [J.P. 

Mrs.  E.  Stearns. 

Miss  M.  Scampton, 

Mr.  ].  Naylor  Frankland,M./\., 
D.Sc. 

,,  J.  W.  Lee. 

,,  j.  Lupton,  M.A. 

„ E.  J.  Kipps,  M.Sc. 

,,  A.  Turner. 


MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

School  Medical  Officer  - E.  H.  Snell,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  - A.  H.  Newton,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


School  Oculist 
X-Ray  Specialist 
School  Dentist 


School  Nurses 


Clerk  - 
Junior  Clerk 


- E.  Bramley  Moore,  M.D.  ^Florence), 

I temporary ). 

- G.  Verhelst,M.D.(  r>ouvain)  (temporary). 

- T.  Harrison  Butler,  1\LA..  M.D. 

- T.  E.  C.  Cole,  M.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C  P. 


- Claude 'J'aylor,  L.D.S.f'o;/  War  Senlce  i. 


- F.  W.  Aitke.n',  L. D.S.  (temporary). 


■ Edith  R.  Sloan,  L D.S.  (temporary). 

Miss  Ida  M.  Ralph.  (ou  War  Service). 
,,  Amy  M.  Markham.  | + * 

,,  Gladys  1.  White.  J (ou  War 
Service/. 

Mrs.  Edith  S.  Lamborn.  §+  ! (temporary). 

Resigned  February,  igi8. 

Miss  A.  L.  Lyddon  § + J i temporary  /. 
Miss  A.  M.  Woods  §t  (temporary). 


- T.  F.  Marsden.  1 

- H.  Waters.  i 

- Miss  F.  M.  Lye  (temporary ). 


^ Certificate  of  Central  Midwives  Board, 
t Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
J Certificated  Nurse. 

* Inspector’s  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


CITY  OF  COVENTRY. 


— ♦ 

Fourteenth  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Coventry. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Genti.emen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  fourteenth  .Annual  Report 
concerning  the  schools  and  school  children  under  your  superin- 
tendence in  this  City,  a system  of  medical  inspection  having  been 
inaugurated  by  your  Council  in  1905. 

The  Memorandum  issued  by  the  Roard  of  Education  in 
November,  1907,  on  the  Education  (Administrative  Provisions) 
•Act  contained  Regulations  concerning  the  .Annual  Report  which 
was  to  be  compiled  as  a result  of  the  work  under  the  Act.  These 
appeared  in  tlie  .\nnual  Report  for  1916. 

d'he  work  of  .School  Medical  Inspection  was  again  consider- 
ably interfered  with  during  the  year  owing  to  war  conditions. 

'I'he  tenure,  of  the  post  of  .Assistant  Medical  Officer  underwent 
further  vicissitudes  during  the  year.  Dr.  E.  Rramley-Moore,  who 
commenced  to  hold  this  post  on  October  1st,  1917,  resigned  on 
May  31st,  1918;  Dr.  Gustave  A'erhelst  (M.D.  Louvain)  took  up 
the  duties  from  June  ist  to  .August  31st.,  when  Dr.  Newton, 
having  been  released  from  the  .Army,  was  at  liberty  to  resume  his 
work. 

The  Temporarv  School  Dentist,  Mr.  F.  W.  Aitken,  L.D.S., 
having  left  on  August  31st  (to  take  a similar  appointment  in  Bir- 
mingham), Miss  Edith  R.  Sloan,  L.D..S.,  was  appointed  to  this 
offic'e,  and  commenced  her  duties  on  September  17th. 

A temporarv  School  Nurse  (Mrs.  Lamborn)  left  at  the  end 
of  Februarv,  and  Nurse  A.  M.  MTods  was  appointed  in  March. 


The  Eye  and  X-Ray  Departinenls  continued  working  during 
the  whole  year. 

The  Report  for  1917  indicated  that  the  Education  Committee 
was  assuming  the  management  and  responsibility  fgr  the  Corley 
Open-Air  Camp  ; and  that  it  had  now  been  recognised  as  an  Open- 
air  School  bv  tlu“  Board  of  hiducation.  1 his  report  shews  that 
that  institution  lias  continued  to  be  \(“ry  useful.  In  fact,  as  Dr. 
Newton  has  suggested,  tlie  effects  of  open-air  methods  jirove  them- 
selves so  beneficial  not  otil\'  to  tlie  bodily  health,  liut  also  to  the 
mental  health  of  children,  that  it  would  be  reasonable  to  apply 
some  of  their  principles  to  the  construction  and  practice  of  all 
schools.  In  a subsequent  portion  of  this  report  the  lack  of  proper 
ventilation  of  class-rooms  is  referred  to.  Perhaps  such  defects 
in  practice  could  best  be  met  by  an  alteration  in  the  construction  of 
new  schools. 

Attention  may  be  drawn  to  the  excellent  first  annual  report 
of  Miss  E.  K.  Brown,  the  Organiser  of  Physical  Training,  con- 
cerning her  work  for  the  year  (pages  26*31 '.  13(0- 

The  work  done  in  the  Dental  Department  has  pro\  ed  so  use- 
ful that  during  the  writing  of  this  report  the  ajjpointment  of  a 
second  whole-time  Dentist  has  l)cen  resohed  on  l)y  tlie  Education 
Committee  and  approxed  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

'I'he  question  of  the  provision  of  a convalescent  home  for 
children  is  referred  to  on  page_^ 

By  the  Local  Education  Authorities  (Medical  Treatment)  .Act, 
igog,  it  is  imperative  for  the  Local  Education  .\uthority  to  charge 
somef]iing  (not  exceeding  the  cost  of  the  treatment)  to  the  parent 
in  respect  of  any  treatment  provided  for  his  child.  I'or  some  years 
past  it  has  been  customary  here  for  a uniform  charge  of  one  shilling 
to  be  made  for  each  child  treated  in  the  Dental  (except  casual  urgen- 
cies) Eye  and  X-Ray  Departments.  This  uniform  charge  has  the 
advantage  of  simplicity,  but  it  is  obvious  that  even  if  obtained  in 
exery  case  the  resulting  amount  covers  only  a tithe  of  the  expense 
involved. 

Further,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  collection  of  this  sum 
does  to  a certain  extent  interfere  with  the  carrying  out  of  necessary- 
treatment  in  some  rases.  It  is  doubtful  xvhether  the  lime  involxed 
by  the  collection  of  these  fees  is  counterbalanced  either  bv  the 
amount  collected  or  by  the  perhajis  imaginary  advantage  of  insist- 
ing on  the  f>artial  responsibilitv  of  parents. 


”5 


(a)  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

Coventry  has  27  Elementary  Schools. 

There  are  16  Council  Schools  and  ri  Non-Provided  Schools. 

The  nominal  total  accommodation  of  the  Elementary  Schools 
is  now  for  17,841  scholars.  There  are  20,118  children  on  the 
school  reg'isters.  This  shows  a considerable  deg-ree  of  overcrowd- 
ing which  it  is  hoped  will  be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible  now  that 
the  war  is  over.  One  temporary  .school  has  been  opened  at  Station 
.Street  West  with  accommodation  for  210  scholars.^! 

Ventilation. 

A larg-e  proportion  of  the  Coventry  schools  are  modern  and 
well  built.  Even  the  older,  generally  non-provided,  schools  have 
in  recent  years  been  considerably  improved  as  regards  the  amount 
of  openable  windows.  Little  excuse  therefore  exists  for  the  class- 
rooms not  being  adequately  ventilated,  yet  on  this  point  Dr. 
-Newton  writes  as  follows  : — 

“ The  ventilation  of  the  classrooms  is  still  far  from  satis- 
factory. It  is  seldom  that  one  can  enter  a classroom,  except 
during  the  few  summer  months,  without  being  at  once  aw’are  that 
the  air  is  not  fresh.  'I'his  should  not  be  so.  (^ne  cannot  help 
feeling  that  a certain  amount  of  the  malnutrition  from  which  so 
large  a number  of  the  school  children  of  the  City  suffer  is  due  to 
the  vitiated  atmosphere  of  the  classrooms.  So  often  do  parents 
bring  up  their  children  to  the  systematic  examination  or  to  the 
Clinic  with  the  remark  that  ‘ he  (or  she)  has  been  falling  away 
ever  since  he  started  school,’  that  I personally  am  convinced  that 
the  bad*home  conditions  to  which  physical  defect  is  so  often 
attributed  are  not  wholly  responsible,  but  that  something  must  be 
attributed  to  bad  school  conditions. 

Good  work  has  been  done  during  the  last  four  years  at  the 
school  camp  and  at  the  open-air  classes  at  Centaur  Road  School, 
but  this  curative  measure  must  not  be  considered  as  effectively 
combating  the  evil  of  physical  defect. 

Supposing  it  be  granted  that  ineflicient  ventilation  is  the 
cause  of  malnutrition — and  the  success  of  the  open-air  classes 
above  mentioned  points  to  the  conclusion  that  this  is  true-  -how 
can  this  be  prevented?  In,  my  opinion,  in  one  way,  and  in  one 
way  only,  viz.,  by  making  every  school  an  open-air  school.  That 


is  to  say,  by  building  all  classrooms  with  only  three  sides,  the 
remaining  side  to  be  entirely  open  to  the  air,” 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  case  of  new  schools  projected  in 
the  future  the  type  of  cross  ventilation  so  well  carried  out  in 
the  Broad  Street  School  may  receive  consideration.  It  has  been 
shown  in  that  school  that  it  is  possible  to  do  without  the  central 
hall.  One  distinct  disadvantage  of  the  latter  is  that  on  any  over- 
crowding of  the  classrooms  there  is  a great  temptation  to  use  the 
central  hall  i%s  an  additional  classroom.  During  the  war  this  may 
have  been  necessary,  but  the  tendency  existed  before  the  war. 
The  central  hall  is  not  built  or  intended  for  a classroom ; but  only 
an  occasional  place  of  meeting  or  a means  of  access  to  the 
different  classrooms. 

The  flat  roof  construction  of  the  Centaur  Road  School  might 
well  also  be  imitated  in  other  schools ; the  open-air  classes  held  on 
that  roof  have  been  of  benefit  to  many  delicate  children.  In 
regard  to  existing  schools  Dr.  Newton  remarks  as  follows  ; — 

“ What  can  be  done  in  the  existing  schools?  The  difficulty 
arises  from  two  causes,  (i)  Insufficient  heating.  (2)  Almost 
unavoidable  draughts  from  windows.  Neither  of  these  defects 
can  be  overcome  entirely,  but  the  following  points  might  be  con- 
sidered- It  is  perhaps  not  necessary  to  attempt  to  maintain  such 
a high  temperature  as  is  usuallv  suggested  for  classrooms.  From 
observations  made  on  temperatures  during  last  November  and 
December  it  seems  that  children  can  be  comfortable  in  rooms  in 
which  the  temperature  is  as  low  as  52  degrees  F.  In  support  of 
this  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  children  at  the  roof  class  at 
Centaur  Road  School  were  perfectly  comfortable  without  anv  form 
of  heating  apparatus  during  several  very  cold  and  wet  weeks  last 
autumn.  The  evil  effect  of  draughts  is  probablv  also  exaggerated. 

The  following  simple  rules  might  be  suggested  to  Head 
Teachers  as  the  minimum  conditions  which  should  be  carried  out 
in  all  schoolrooms  : — 

(1)  First  let  everyone  concerned  realise  that  foul  air  is  more 
dangerous  than  cold  air. 

(2)  Sowe  windows  must  always  be  open  while  children  are 
pr(‘sent  in  the  room. 

(3)  All  shouldered  windows  on  one  side  of  the  room  at  least 
shduld  always  be  open. 


(4)  Every  available  means  of  ventilation  should  be  in  use 
while  the  children  are  taking  indoor  physical  exercise. 

(5)  Rooms  should  be  thoroughly  flushed  with  fresh  air  after 
the  children  leave. 

(6)  If  the  temperature  falls  below  52  degrees  F.  extra  cloth- 
ing should  be  worn  and  frequent  spells  of  physical  exercise  given. 

Cleanliness. 

More  should  be  done  with  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  school  • 
buildings.  Too  much  dust  is  always  pre.sent,  and  probably  has 
some  bearing  on  the  large  number  of  cases  of  chronic  nasal  dis- 
charge which  are  found,  particularly  in  Infants’  Departments.” 

Baths. 

In  any  new  schools  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  question  of  the 
provision  of  bathing  arrangements  may  be  considered.  The 
provision  of  shower  baths  is  so  simple,  that  it  is  curious  they  are 
not  an  adjunct  to  all  schools.  They  were  even  provided  for  the 
late  encampment  of  German  prisoners  at  Radford. 

{b)  .ARR.^NGEMENTS  FOR  MEDIC.'\L  INSPECTION. 
Methods  of  Inspection. 

These  have  continued  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

(c)  EXTENT  .VNl)  SCOPE  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  work  falls  naturally  into  two  divisions  : Svstematic 
inspection  of  certain  age  groups  (known  as  “ Code  ” groups),  and 
the  inspection  of  other  children  brought  forward  by  teachers  or 
parents,  and  known  as  ” Specials.” 

Inspection  of  ” Code  ” Groups. 

The  age  groups  systematically  inspected  at  present  are  the 
” Entrants, ’’aged  5 and  6 years,  and  “Leavers,”  aged  12  and 
13  years.  Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  children  in  the 
City,  to  the  interruption  of  the  work  by  changes  in  the  staff,  and 
to  the  increasing  need  for  examination  and  treatment  of 
“ Specials,”  this  examination  has  not  been  completed  for  the  past 
year. 

This  work  is  done,  with  a few  exceptions,  at  the  schools, 
seven  sessions  per  week  being  devoted  to  it.  As  a rule,  25  and 


20  are  the  numbers  examined  during"  morning  and  afternoon 
sessions  respectively.  It  is  probably  wise  not  to  exceed  these 
numbers,  as  this  work  is  very  monotonous,  and  would  tend  to 
become  mechanical  and  superficial  if  larger  numbers  were 
attempted. 

The  attendance  of  parents  at  these  examinations  is  of  great 
importance.  Personally,  I am  convinced  that  the  child’s 
symptoms,  described  of  course  by  the  parent,  are  of  considerable 
importance.  The  attendance  of  the  parents  of  the  infants  is 
good,  but  that  of  those  of  the  older  children  is  poor.  This  is 
.probably  because,  while  some  of  the  parents  value  the  work  of 
medical  inspection,  the  majority  come  because  the  children  are 
nervous  ; a reason  which  applies  of  course  chiefly  in  the  case  of 
infants.  The  average  attendance  of  parents  of  entrants  was 
53.8  per  cent. ; of  leavers,  26.0  per  cent. 

Inspection  of  ” Specials.” 

This  is  done  partly  at  the  schools  and  partly  at  the  Clinic. 
.'\t  the  schools  it  is  done  as  part  of  the  class  to  class  examination. 
This  is  now  done  immediately  before  the  code  exaniination  at  each 
school,  chieily  by  the  nurses.  .All  special  or  doubtful  cases  are 
then  noted  and  examined  bv  the  .Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 
later.  This  method  allows  him  to  see  all  border-line  cases  in 
which  there  is  a doubt  as  to  whether  a notice  that  thev  require 
treatment  should  be  sent  or  not.  Special  cases  seen  at  the  Clinic 
are  reported  on  under  that  heading  on  pag'e  18. 

The  great  majority  of  teachers  seem  now  to  be  assured  of 
the  usefulness  of  medical  inspection,  and  do  all  in  their  power  to 
arrange  suitable  rooms  and  to  persuade  parents  to  attend  and  to 
carry  out  any  advice  given. 

During  the  year,  207  visits  were  paid  to  the  schools  by  the 
.Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  and  321  hv  the  School  Nurses. 

{d)  FACTS  DISCLOSED  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  following  tables  have  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
suggestions  received  from  the  Board  of  Education. 
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Table  I (B.  of  E ).  Number  of  Children  Inspected  let  January,  1918, 

to  31st  December,  1918. 

A. — “Code”  Gboupr. 


Entrants. 

Age 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Boys  

497 

261 

758 

Girls  

485 

258 

743 

Totals 

982 

519 

1501 

Entrants. 

Inter- 

mediate 

Group. 

Leavers. 

Age 

8 

12 

13 

14 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Grand 

Total. 

Boys  

758 

. . 

130 

443 

16 

. « 

589 

1347 

Girls  

743 

129  ; 

456 

7 

.592 

1335 

Totals 

1501 

259 

( 

899 

23 

1181 

2682 

B.— Groups  other  than  “Code.” 


Intermediate  Group  i 
(other  than  8 years)  ; 

Special  Cases 

Re-Exam  Illations 
(♦.<.,  No.  of  Children 
(Re-examined) 

Boys 

1420 

1093 

Girls 

1619 

920 

Totals 

3039 

2013 

.Among  the  facts  elicited  from  the  systematic  examination  of 
these  2,682  children  is  the  following  information  concerning  the 


infectious  illnesses  from  which 
examination  : — 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Chicken  Pox 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 
niphtheria 


they  have  suffered  prior  to  that 

1811  or  67  per  cent. 

990  or  36  per  cent. 

674  or  25  per  cent. 

318  or  II  per  cent. 

87  or  3 per  cent. 


Table  II.  (B.  of  E.) — Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  course  of  Medical 

Inspection  in  1918. 


CODE  GROUPS. 

SPECIALS. 

Number  requir. 

Number  requir- 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

ing  to  be  kept 

ing  to  be  kept 

referred  for 

under  observa- 

under  observa- 

trealment. 

tion  but  not 
referred  for 

treatmeni . 

tion  but  not 
referred  for 

treatment. 

treatment. 

Malnutrition 

Uncleanliness — 

29 

140 

75 

Head 

• • ••  •«  •• 

26 

542 

Body 

•• 

. . 

1 

[Ringworm — Head 

1 

86 

Body 

1 

50 

Skin 

Scabies  . . 

5 

222 

Impetigo.. 

4 

395 

Other  Disease  . . 

98 

Eye 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

171 

133 

External  Eye  Disease 

7 

15 

10 

Ear 

Defective  Hearing. . 

8 

20 

31 

Ear  Disease 

33 

Teeth 

••  ••  ••  ••• 

463 

95 

Nose 

Enlarged  Tonsils  . . 

42 

47 

128 

and  .{ 

Adenoids . . 

45 

. , 

Throat  1 

Enlarged  Tonsils  & Adenoids 

62 

3 

Defective  Speech  . . 

6 

Heart  > 

'Heart  Disease — 

and 

Organic 

3 

30 

Circula- 

Functional 

3 

tion 

^.Ansemia  . . 

[Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

• • 

21 

Definite 

11 

Lungs 

Suspected 

is 

24 

79 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

5 

2 

13 

Other  Disease  . . 

57 

Nervous 

System 

Epilepsy.. 

Chorea 

Other  Disease  . . 

3 

6 

9 

1 

1 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis— 

Glands 

Bones  and  Joints 

2 

1 

4 

Other  Forms 

i 

5 

Rickets 

. . 

Deformities 

12 

3 

55 

249 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases  . . 

6 

18 

830 

117 

2034 

647 

Table  lY.  (B.  of  E.)— Treatment  of  Defacts  of  Children  during  1918. 
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Table  Y.  (B.  of  E.)  Inspection,  Treatment,  etc.,  of  Children 

during  1918 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  in- 
spected (whether  Code  Group,  special  or 
ailing  child) 

1 

5721 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from 
defects  (other  than  uncleanliness  or  defec- 
tive clothing  or  footgear)  who  require  to 
be  kept  under  observation  (but  not  referred 
for  treatment) . . 

764 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were 
referred  for  treatment  (excluding  unclean- 
liness, defective  clothing  etc.). 

•2216 

(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (3)  who  received 
treatment  for  one  or  more  defects  (excluding 
uncleanliness,  defective  clothing,  etc.). 

2142 

(e)  HOME  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

The  homes  of  children  with  dirty  or  verminous  heads  and 
bodies  are  visited  by  the  nurses.  In  the  course  of  these  and  other 
visits  to  the  homes  the  nurses  come  across  sanitary  defects  of 
various  kinds ; these  are  specified  on  a card  and  sent  through  to 
the  Health  Department.  A Sanitary  Inspector  then  visits  the 
house  and  reports  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  con- 
dition ; it  is  then  dealt  with  on  its  merits. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  defects  referred  to  the 
Health  Department  during  the  year  : — 


ALLEGED. 

Number 

Reported. 

Number 

dealt 

with. 

Number 
not  dealt 
with. 

Nuisances,  dirty  houses,  &c. 

f) 

6 

Foul  pond  adjacent 

1 

1 

7 

6 

1 

Home  I'isiting. 

Many  visits  are  made  to  the  homes  of  children  by  the  Nurses 
lor  various  reasons.  Cases  of  verminous  bodies  and  clothing,  or 
of  unsatisfactory  clothing,  are  usually  visited  in  order  that  the 
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home  circumstances  may  be  ascertained  and  advice  given  as  to 
disinfection.  In  the  course  of  the  following-up  work  the  children 
are  first  seen  at  school,  and  then,  if  no  treatment  has  been  carried 
out,  the  homes  are  visited  in  order  to  urge  parents  to  do  what 
has  been  advised.  In  addition  to  visits  for  these  purposes, 
routine  visiting  is  carried  out  in  all  cases  of  Measles  and 
Diphtheria.  Measles  is  now  a notifiable  disease.  On  notifica- 
tion being  received  at  the  Public  Health  Department,  a card  is 
made  out  and  sent  to  the  Clinic.  A nurse  then  visits  the  home 
and  fills  in  the  required  particulars.  Where  a case  of  Diphtheria 
occurs  in  the  house  no  child  in  that  house  is  allowed  to  return  to 
school  until  a throat  swab  has  been  examined  and  pronounced 
negative. 

The  following  table  gives  the  analysis  of  the  visits  paid  to 
homes  by  the  School  Nurses  during  the  year. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Visits  Paid. 

Measles 

1018 

Diphtheria 

146 

Eye 

39 

Scabies 

17 

Ringworm 

28 

'I’eoth 

129 

Miscellaneous 

384 

1761 

(/)  TRE.^TMENT  OF  DEFECTS. 

The  treatment  of  the  defects  in  school  children  was  carried 
out  by  the  same  agencies  as  hitherto. 

The  following  is  a report  on  the  work  of  the  various  Depart- 
ments of  the  Clinic  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  DENTAL  CLINIC. 

Miss  E.  R.  Sloan,  the  .School  Dentist,  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ .Since  September  the  work  at  the  Clinic  has  been  carried  on 
in  a fairly  regular  manner.  During  the  influenza  epidemic  in 

I 
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November  many  of  the  children  failed  to  keep  their  appointments, 
but  later  on  the  number  of  absentees  decreased.  It  was  inadvis- 
able to  carry  on  the  inspections  at  the  schools  at  that  time  owing’ 
to  the  fact  that  a large  number  of  the  children  \vere  not  present. 
In  a very  short  time,  however,  the  attendance  at  the  schools 
became  normal,  and  the  work  was  resumed. 

In  December,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Newton,  I examined 
the  teeth  of  the  children  in  the  Wheatley  Street  Special  School, 
and  I found  that  the  majority  of  the  children  required  dental  treat- 
ment, many  of  them  suffering  especially  from  gingivitis.  It  has 
been  found  impracticable  at  present  to  give  treatment  to  any  but 
children  in  the  6—8  age  group,  as  the  treatment  of  the  whole 
school  would  hinder  the  systematic  work  in  the  other  schools. 

There  were  2,226  children  inspected  during  the  year,  and 
1,036  applied  for  treatment,  making  a percentage  of  46.54,  as 
compared  with  52.7  for  1917.  The  schools  inspected  were  : — 


School. 

Number  requir- 
ing treatment. 

Applications  for 
Treatment. 

Stoke  Council 

398 

182 

Stoke  National 

77 

58 

Little  Heath 

52 

39 

Cheylesmore 

204 

94 

Wheatley  Street  . . 

252 

123 

Spon  Street 

181 

42 

St  Michael's  . . ' . . 

111 

48 

Earlsdon  . . 

161 

95 

Centaur  Road 

266 

140 

South  Street 

374 

130 

St.  John's  

160 

85 

Totals 

2226 

1036 

Many  of  the  children  are  asked  to  come  for  re-examination 
every  three  or  four  months,  and  in  that  way  the  permanent  teeth 
can  be  filled  before  they  have  become  too  much  decaved  for  con 
servative  treatment. 
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There  were  1,486  cases  completed  in  the  year,  973  being  of 
the  6 — 8 age  group,  and  513  being  casuals.  The  following  table 
shows  the  statistics  of  the  treatment  given  ; — 


SUMMARY  OF  TREATMENT. 


RXTRACTIONS. 

.....  1 

AN/ESTHEIICS  1 

FILLINGS. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Temporary 

Teeth. 

a 1 

s 5 1 

rtf  V ' 

= V 

o 

1 

Nitrous 

Oxide. 

c 

(« 

c 

< 

Cement. 

1 Pulp 

Tre.itiiient. 

0*2  .= 

^ .t! 

S £ 

U)  ^ 

6 to  8 ago  group 

•2856 

118  . 

1039 

26 

938 

1 

50 

11 

219 

Casuals 

711 

177 

486 

4 

13 

10 

1 

21 

Totals 

3567 

295 

1575 

30 

1051 

60 

12 

240 

Number  of  visits  to  the  Clinic,  2,159. 

It  was  not  found  possible  for  the  nurses  to  do  as  much 
“following-up”  of  cases  as  in  previous  years  ;*  it  is  hoped  that 
this  will  be  rectified  in  the  near  future  by  the  strengthening  of 
the  staff  of  nurses.” 


Total  number  of  visits 

...  212 

Willing  to  have  treatment  ... 

...  79 

No  definite  answer 

•••  37 

Refuse  treatment 

17 

Out,  or  w'rong  address 

...  46 

Treatment  being  done  privately 

•••  33 

(2)  EYE  CLINIC. 

The  Eye  Clinic  has  been  continued  at  Cheylesmore  School, 
in  the  Medical  Officer’s  room.  Dr.  Harrison  Butler  has  attended 
one  half-day  per  week  throughout  the  school  year. 

The  cases  treated  are  practically  all  cases  of  errors  of  refrac- 
tion, for  which  spectacles  have  to  be  prescribed;  287  cases  were 
completed  during  the  year. 

.An  arrangement  exists  for  the  supply  of  spectacles  at  contract 
prices  by  one  of  the  opticians  of  the  City. 

The  sum  of  ;^'8  15s.  od.  per  annum  is  sanctioned  by  the 
Board  of  Education  for  the  provision  of  free  spectacles.  During 
the  year  the  sum  of  4/-  has  been  expended  on  these,  as  against 
the  sum  of  12/9  in  1917. 


(3)  RINGWORM. 

Dr.  'F.  E.  C.  Cole  has  continued  to  attend  the  Clinic, 
g-enerally  once  weekly,  to  treat  cases  of  ringworm  with  X-Rays. 
Some  I r cases  were  treated  with  ordinary  drug  treatment,  the 
parents  not  assenting  to  X-Rays.  The  number  cured  during  the 
year  was  5 i , 20  being  County  cases ; all  of  these  were  treated  by 
X-Rays. 

.'\t  the  beginning  of  1918  there  were  21  children  excluded 
from  school  on  account  of  ringworm ; at  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  23.  Fresh  cases  are,  of  course,  continually  arising. 

.'\rrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Warwickshire 
County  Council  for  the  X-Ray  treatment  of  children  from  neigh- 
bouring parts  of  the  County  at  the  Coventry  School  Clinic. 

The  number  of  specimens  of  hairs  microscopically  examined 
during  the  year  was  118. 

(i)  Verminous  Conditions  of  Head  and  Body. 

The  Cleansing  Centre. 

This  department  continues  to  meet  an  unfortunately  great 
need.  The  summary  of  work  done  is  as  follows  : — 

Total  cases  treated,  verminous  conditions  of  the 

head  and  body  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Of  these  : 

Dealt  with  under  Section  122  of  the  Children 

Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Voluntary  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Bathing  and  sterilization  carried  out  ...  2 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  the  severity  of 
what  may  be  called  the  chronic  cases,  i.e.,  cases  which  have  had 
an  original  “Exclusion  Notice,’’  and  are  then  inspected  every 
four  or  five  weeks  by  the  Nurse  : — 
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TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  CHRONIC  CASES  OF  VERMINOUS 

HEADS. 


A 

B 

C 

D 

All  Saiuts 

10 

2 

_ 

Broad  Street  . . 

34 

7 

1 

_ 

Centaur  Road 

29 

2 

1 

Chevle  more  . . 

27 

7 

15 



Earlsdoii 

5 

5 



Edgewick 

16 

1 

— 



Fredk.  Bird  . . 

10 

5 

3 



John  Gulson  . . 

11 

9 

3 



Little  Heath  . . 

5 

— 

— 

Paradise 

13 







Radford 

11 

5 

1 



Red  Lane 

18 

11 

5 



South  Street  . . 

31 

IS 

6 



Spoil  Street  . . 

11 

11 

6 

2 

Stoke  Council 

16 

7 

4 



Wheatley  Street 

23 

15 

3 

— 

St.  John’s 

18 

6 

5 

4 

St.  Mark’s 

4 

2 

— 



St.  Mary’s 

17 

3 

2 

— 

St.  Michael' .s. . 

5 

7 

2 

2 

St.  Osburg's  . . 

— 

10 

5 

7 

St.  Peter’s 

11 

2 

1 

— 

St.  Elizabeth’s 

7 

3 

1 

— 

Stoke  National 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Thomas  Street 

7 

2 

1 

1 

Wheatley  Street  Special 

1 

— 

— 

Station  Street  West 

5 

1 

— 

— 

'fOTA  LS 

345 

142 

65 

16 

A = orif^innl  “ Exclusion  " only. 

B = A f o le  cleansing  nolice  or  warning  letter. 

(}  = A + t'vo  cleansing  notices  or  warning  letters. 
D = A + three  or  more  notices  or  warning  letters. 


(5)  KING  STREET  CLINIC. 

Dr.  Newton  reports  as  follows  : — 

“In  addition  to  the  Dental,  X-Ray,  and  Cleansing  Centres, 
the  premises  are  used  for  the  examination  of  special  children. 
These  special  cases  fall  Into  three  groups  : — 

(i)  Minor  ailments  such  as  Blepharitis,  Otitis,  Impetigo,  etc. 

These  cases — many  of  which  are  very  chronic — are  treated, 
in  many  instance.s,  daily.  .A  difficulty  is  that  many  parents  regard 
such  conditions  as  Otorrhoea  (discharging  ears)  and  Blepharitis 
(inflammation  of  the  eyelids)  so  lightly  that  they  will  not  trouble  to 
have  them  attended  to. 

No  definite  record  of  such  cases  treated  was  kept  for  the 
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earlier  part  of  the  year  so  that  the  followinj^  table  only  represents 
work  done  from  September  to  December. 


Ailments  treated. 

No.  of  cases 
dealt  with. 

Attendances 

made. 

Blepharitis 

2 

33 

Conjunctivitis 

7 

15 

Impetigo  . . 

18 

46 

Discharging  ears 

10 

43 

Ringworm 

4 

10 

Miscellaneous 

14 

48 

55 

195 

(2)  Cases  sent  by  the  attendance  olTicers,  usually  with  regard 
to  their  fitness  to  attend  school.  These  during  the  year  numbered 
277. 

(3)  Chronic  cases  of  Phthisis  and  Suspected  Phthisis, 
Organic  Heart  Disease,  Malnutrition,  &c. 

These  cases  number  about  250  (many  of  them  are  included 
in  the  cases  sent  by  the  attendance  officers  as  above).  They  are 
examined,  weighed,  and  measured,  and  advised  as  to  treatment 
at  periods  varying  from  two  weeks  to  six  months.  The  majoritv 
of  them  are  cases  of  malnutrition,  in  whom  one  can  find  no  definite 
evidence  of  organic  disease.  It  is  probable  that  chronic  indiges- 
tion, resulting  from  irregular  and  unwise  meals,  together  with 
too  little  rest,  accounts  for  a large  number  of  these  cases. 
Probably  from  80  per  cent,  to  90  per  cent,  of  them  require 
Convalescent  Home  or  open-air  school  treatment.  One  feels  that 
this  is  a most  important  part  of  the  School  Medical  work,  and 
undoubtedly,  where  the  parents  are  intelligent  and  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  their  children,  one  sees  improvement  in  the  children 
as  a result  of  the  careful  feeding  and  resting  advised.  Unfortu- 
nately, in  so  many  cases,  home  circumstances  are  such  that  it  is 
impossible  to  do  very  much. 

This  work  is  at  present  taking  up  three  afternoons  a week, 
but  it  is  so  obviously  necessary  that  more  time  will  in  the  future 
need  to  be  given  to  it. 
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In  addition  to  these,  37  cases  of  Impetigo  and  20  cases  of 
Scabies  have  been  treated  by  frequent,  in  some  cases  daily,  baths.” 

OPE\-.\IR  CL.-\SS  AT  CENTAUR  ROAD  SCHOOL. 

The  Headmistress  of  Centaur  Road  School  reports  on  this 
class  as  follows  : — 

" Attendanoe. 

Thirty-seven  children  were  admitted  to  the  class,  30  being  the 
maximum  number  attending  at  any  one  time.  The  attendance  was 
most  unsatisfactory,  the  average  being  only  23.  This  may  be  accounted 


for  thus : — 

(1)  A few  children  selected  were  too  delicate  to  be  expected  to 
attend  regularly. 

(2)  A number  of  children  lived  at  some  distance  from  the  school, 
and  were  not  on  any  tram  route.  This  necessitated  their  absence  on 
very  wet  days. 

(3)  Parents  were  obliged  to  take  their  holidays  at  irregular  times. 

Meals. 

Monday. 

l^entil  soup  and  bread. 

Suet  pudding  and  treacle. 

Tuesday. 

Fish  Kedgeree  or  Fish  Cake,  potatoes. 

Milk  pudding  and  stetved  fruit. 

Wednesday. 

Vegetable  pie.  ■ Lentil  rissoles  and  potatoes. 

Boiled  rice  and  treacle  or  milk  pudding. 

Thursday. 

Stewed  steak,  cabbages  and  potatoes. 

Boiled  rice  and  treacle  or  milk  pudding. 

Friday. 

Vegetable  soup. 

Suet  pudding  and  jam. 

Difficulty  was  at  times  experienced  in  obtaining  supplies,  especi- 
ally of  jam  and  treacle.  The  meals  were  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the 
children,  and,  with  two  exceptions,  all  had  very  good  appetites. 

Hot  milk,  cocoa  or  soup,  was  provided  at  morning  play-time. 

Rest. 

The  rest  after  dinner  (one  and  a half  hours)  was  no  doubt  a valu- 
able factor  in  their  daily  routine.  The  majority  slept  well  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  allotted  time. 

Curriculum. 

The  work  was  modified  according  to  the  special  needs  of  physic- 
ally-defective  children,  due  attention  being  given  to  handwork  and 
suitable  physical  exercises. 

With  very  few  exceptions  the  children  were  found  to  be  more  back- 
ward than  children  of  the  same  age  attending  the  ordinary  elementary 
school.  This  is  due  either  to  prolonged  absence  or  irregular  attend- 
ance due  to  ill-health.” 

Dr.  Newton  remarks  : ‘‘  The  irregularity  in  attendance  to 
which  Miss  Carter  draws  attention  was  very  unsatisfactory.  It 
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was  undoubtedly  a mistake  to  attempt  to  deal  in  this  class  with 
children  living  at  a distance. 

The  increase  in  vigour  and  alertness  noticed  in  previous 
years  v again  a marked  feature  of  the  class.  One  was  struck, 
too,  by  the  way  in  which  the  children  accommodated  themselves 
to  the  open-air  conditions,  being  obviously  happy  and  comfort- 
able, no  matter  what  the  weather  conditions  happened  to  be. 

The  increase  in  weight  varied  from  nil  to  I5lbs.,  the  average 
being  5 Jibs.  This  gives  an  average  weekly  gain  of  Jib., 
slightly  over  one-half  the  average  weekly  gain  shown  by  the 
children  at  Corley  Camp.  These  figures  are  calculated  only  on 
the  21  children  who  attended  regularly  for  the  whole  session.” 

CORLEY  CAMP. 

The  following  extract  from  Miss  Bailey’s  Report  gives  an 
excellent  account  of  the  work  done  at  this  Camp  ; — 

“ The  Camp  opened  its  fourth  session  on  April  22nd,  1918,  and 
closed  on  October  2Sth,  a period  of  26  weeks. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  growth  and  development.  The  Camp 
has  been  recog:nised  by  the  Board  of  Education  as  a Special  School 
of  the  Boarding-  School  type'  for  Physically-Defective  (pretubercular 
and  delicate)  children. 

There  have  been  some  improvements  in  the  building-.  The  field  has 
been  fenced  round ; a schoolroom  has  been  provided ; a stove  has  been 
fixed  in  the  dormitory,  and  movable  shutters  for  the  front  of  the  shelter 
give  more  protection  in  bad  weather.  A bath  and  boiler  fixed  outside 
will  be  a great  comfort  next  year  (especially  if  a roof  can  be  placed 
over  it).  This  year  it  was  set  up  too  late  for  us  to  use  it  more  than 
a week  or  two. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  opening  of  the  Camp  in  1915  we  have 
seriously  felt  the  effects  of  war.  During  the  first  month  we  had  work- 
men about  all  day,  and  school  was  conducted  under  dilficulties.  Work 
that  we  had  hoped  to  have  done  early  has  been  delayed  until  recently, 
or  not  done  at  all,  and  the  elements  of  comfort  we  have  been  acquiring 
slowly  throughout  the  session. 

Although  we  have  never  suffered  from  a shortage  of  food,  it  has 
been  difficult  to  get  a sufficient  variety,  and  except  for  a time,  in  the 
middle  of  the  summer,  when  we  gathered  our  own  crops,  vegetables 
and  fruit  have  been  scarce.  At  times  we  have  had  to  go  two  or  three 
days  without  things  w'e  should  have  deemed  essential  in  pre-war  days. 

The  children  have  profited  almost  as  much  as  ever  by  their  life 
here.  29  children  (21  girls  and  8 boys)  liave  been  in  residence  for 
varying  periods.  Of  these,  7 (5  girls  and  2 boys)  were  here  for  6,  7, 
or  8 weeks  only,  two  girls  being  removed  after  six  w'ceks  as  unsuitable 
cases,  and  three  girls  and  one  boy  (all  of  whom  were  doing  remarkably 
well),  being  taken  home  by  parents  because  they  complained  of  home 
sickness.  One  other  girl,  who  was  here  for  the  last  four  weeks  of  the 
session  only,  gained  four  pounds  in  weight.  Of  the  other  children, 
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one  girl  left  after  ten  weeks  because  her  parents  removed  to  Sheffield. 
She  had  shown  remarkable  improvement  in  health  and  activity.  All 
the  rest  have  stayed  for  three  months  or  more — four  since  the  opening 
in  April.  .All  have  shown  marked  improvement.  Children  who  have 
arrived  pale,  heavy-eyed,  dull  and  listless,  have  in  a few  weeks  become 
active  and  bright,  gained  weight  and  colour,  and  have  scarcely  been 
recognised  by  their  parents  on  visiting  days.  Even  those  who  at  the 
end  of  the  session  obviously  need  further  treatment  are  completely 
different  children  from  what  they  were  on  arrival.  And  here  I should 
like  to  say  that  the  last  visiting  day  afforded  an  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing to  the  parents  the  extent  to  which  they  might  continue  the  treat- 
ment at  home,  so  as  to  keep  their  children . in  good  health  during  the 
winter,  for  the  health  acquired  in  three  or  six  months  under  ideal  con- 
ditions will  soon  be  lost  if  it  has  to  contend  with  irregular  meals,  late 
hours,  and  stuffy  rooms. 

This  universal  and  marked  improvement,  then,  we  attribute  to 
several  factors : Abundant  food,  a free  open-air  life,  regular  periods 
of  rest  and  work,  and  the  cult  of  the  bath. 

The  food  is  simple,  wholesome  and  abundant,  and  though  at  first 
many  children  cry  over  their  porridge  and  milk  pudding,  and  sigh  for 
fish  and  chips  and  pickles,  in  a few  days  everyone  is  enjoying  a second 
helping  of  porridge,  and  bread  has  to  be  cut  very  thick  to  satisfy  young 
appetites.  We  ;ire  fortunate  in  having  an  unlimited  good  milk  supply 
close  at  hand.  Every  child  has  daily  a pint  and  a half  of  milk  exclu- 
sive of  puddings. 

The  life  is  lived  entirely  in  the  open  air.  The  schoolroom  is  a 
roof  on  four  posts,  with  a canvas  screen  on  two  sides,  put  up  only  in 
bad  weather,  and  the  dormitory,  except  in  w^et  weather,  is  entirely  open 
on  one  side,  and  even  when  the  shutters  are  up,  is  open  for  a depth 
of  three  feet  along  its  entire  length.  There  have  been  very  few'  occa- 
sions (since  the  screen  for  the  schoolroom  was  made)  on  which  we 
have  been  obliged  to  resort  to  the  dormitory  in  the  day  time,  so  that 
the  children  are  never  for  a moment  out  of  the  open.  The  results  are 
remarkable.  Rain  makes  little  difference  with  a mackintosh  and 
bare  feet  (called  by  the  children  “waterproof  stockings”),  and  walks 
and  games  go  on  as  usual  w'ith  no  ill  effects.  In  fact,  colds  have  been 
quite  exceptional  until  the  children  began  to  wear  stockings  again  in 
October. 

Perhaps  the  most  effective  factor  is  the  rest.  The  children  all  lie 
on  their  beds  for  two  hours  every  afternoon  and  go  to  bed  at  7-30. 
Although  at  first  they  resent  the  early  hours  and  cannot  sleep  in  the 
afternoon,  the  good  habit  of  rest  is  soon  acquired,  and  it  becomes  the 
exception  rather  than  the  rule  to  see  the  children  awake  in  the  rest 
period.  Nor  does  the  afternoon  rest  prevent  sleep  at  night.  The  good 
effects  are  soon  apparent  in  loss  of  nervous  movements  and  habits. 

With  regard  to  the  last  point,  every  child  has  a warm  bath  twice 
a week,  a sponge  dowm  from  head  to  foot  every  evening,  and  washes 
to  the  waist  in  cold  w'ater  every  morning.  Quite  early  the  boys  dis- 
covered for  themselves  that  one  is  much  w'armer  after  a cold  sponge 
all  over  than  after  a slight  wash  in  wuriu  water,  and  I attribute  a good 
deal  of  the  activity  and  hardiness  of  the  children  to  their  learning  to 
appreciate  the  use  of  water  not  merely  for  removing  dirt  but  as  (in  the 
words  of  Dr.  Crowley)  ‘a  healthful  therapeutic  measure.’ 
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A Chart  is  here  reproduced  shew  ing  the  average  weekly  gain 
in  weight  of  all  the  children. 

Dr.  Newton  remarks:  “There  is  very  little  that  need  be 
added  to  Miss  Bailey’s  report.  The  increase  in  weight  shown  in 
the  chart  is  quite  good.  A normal  child,  in  passing  from  the 
seventh  to  the  eighth  birthday  should  gain  5lbs.,  and  in  passing 
from  the  eleventh  to  the  twelfth  birthday  should  gain  ylbs.  As 
the  period  of  most  active  growth  in  w'eight  is  from  September  to 
December,  and  the  period  of  slowest  growth  is  from  April  to  July, 
the  average  increase  of  lalbs.  gained  by  the  children  at  the  Camp 
is  most  satisfactory.  The  fact  that  the  boys  gained  so  much  less 
than  the  girls  is  partly  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  average  of 
the  boys  was  8 years,  while  that  of  the  girls  was  lo^  years,  and 
as  mentioned  above,  the  younger  child  gains  less  per  year. 

The  disparity  in  the  ages  of  the  children  chosen  for  admission 
was  a drawback.  Next  year  it  is  hoped  to  limit  admission  to  a 
more  uniform  age.’’ 

JUVENILE  LABOUR  EXCHANGE  AND  BUREAU. 

The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  the  Juvenile 
Employment  Sub-Committee’s  Report  for  the  year  ending  July 
31st,  1918  : — 

“ Perhaps  the  most  interesting-  as  well  as  the  most  satisfactory- 
feature  of  the  year’s  work  has  been  the  increased  number  of  Juveniles 
placed  in  their  first  situations  throug-h  the  medium  of  the  Juvenile 
Employment  Exchange.  The  extent  to  which  this  branch  of  the  work 
has  developed  during  the  last  five  years  is  indicated  by  the  compara- 
tive table  set  out  below  : — 

Juveniles  placed 

Period.  in  first  situation 

on  leaving  school. 

15  months  ending  31st  December,  1Q14  ...  474 

12  ,,  ,,  31st  July,  igis  ...  518 

12  „ ,,  31st  July,  1916  ...  4S4 

12  ,,  ,,  31st  July,  1917  ...  529 

12  ,,  ,,  31st  July,  1918  ...  620 

Demand  and  Supply. 

The  Engineering  trade  again  claims  the  preponderance  of  boy's 
placed.  This  is  e.xplained  by  the  country’s  need  of  munitions,  the 
higher  rate  of  wages  paid  in  that  particular  industry',  and  the  substitu- 
tion therein  of  boys  for  youths  and  for  men  of  military  age.  While  it 
is  regretted  that  much  of  this  work  is  of  the  nature  of  “ Repetition,” 
and  is  more  or  less  unskilled  or  semi-skilled,  many  of  the  boys  placed 
have  entered  branches  of  the  industry  which  should  afford  them  an 
opportunity  of  developing-  whatever  mechanical  powers  they  possess. 


and  of  becoming-  in  due  course  skilled  men.  Unfortunately,  it  has 
been  the  unskilled  occupations  which  have  yielded  the  abnormally 
hig'h  wag-es.  Cases  have  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Exchange  in  which 
boys  of  15  to  17  years  of  age  have  earned  for  a short  time  as  much  as 

to  £8  per  week.  Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  placing 
applicants  of  this  type  when  they  have  visited  the  Exchange  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  employment,  but,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  have 
been  able  to  earn,  if  only  for  a short  time,  such  high  wages,  it. is  per- 
haps not  surprising  that  these  young  people  are  reluctant  to  enter 
occupations  which  offer,  it  is  true,  better  prospects  for  the  future,  but 
in  which  the  initial  wage  is  decidedly  lower. 

It  may  be  observed  that  the  vacancies  notified  to,  and  filled  by,  the 
Juvenile  Employment  Exchange  during  the  year  have  been  of  a very  varied 
character,  ranging  as  they  do  from  factory  labouring  to  various  Uinds  of  pro- 
fessional work.  Roys  have  been  placed  as  Analytical  Chemists,  Accountants. 
Draughtsmen,  Clerks  (both  in  commercial  and  professional  offices), 
and  in  the  higher  branches  of  Engineering.  That  so  many  of  the  pro- 
fessional type  of  vacancies  have  been  filled  is  considered  to  be  a matter 
for  some  gratification.  Not  only  does  it  point  to  the  fact  that  the  better 
class  applicant  has  been  attracted  to  the  Exchange,  but  it  is  also  a 
testimony  to  the  increased  confidence  placed  therein  by  the  employer, 
and  to  his  appreciation  of  the  facilities  afforded  under  the  Scheme. 

Apprenticeship. 

Realising  that  there  will  be  a great  demand  for  skilled  labour 
after  the  war,  it  is  the  aim  of  the  Committee  to  encourage  boys  to  enter 
the  more  skilled  occupations.  With  this  end  in  view,  they  are  con- 
sidering at  the  present  tinie  several  schemes  of  apprenticeship  which 
have  been  submitted  to  them  by  local  enii)loyers.  If  these  schemes 
mature,  it  is  proposed  to  compile  a small  text-book  setting  forth  the 
ultimate  advantages  to  be  derived  by  entering  one  of  the  skilled  indus- 
tries of  the  district,  and  containing  information  with  regard  to  the 
rates  of  wages  paid  in  such  industries.  Copies  of  the  book  are  to  be 
sent  to  parents  a few  months  prior  to  their  children  leaving  school.  It 
is  felt,  however,  that  to  make  any  scheme  of  apprenticeship  successful 
and  attractive  a substantial  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  wages  paid 
during  the  learning-  period  is  vitally  necessary.  Not  only  must  the 
wage  be  raised  to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  living  (which  is  likely  to 
prevail  for  some  years),  but  it  must  correspond  in  some  degree  to  the 
amount  the  boy  now  feels  and  knows  that  he  is  capable  of  earning. 

During  the  period  of  hostilities  boy  and  girl  industry  has  become 
increasingly  important,  and  this  phase  of  employment  will  inevitably 
require  careful  readjustment.  Boys  and  girls  before  the  war  accepted 
low  wages,  and  by  their  extreme  dexterity  contributed  valuable  labour, 
out  of  all  proportion  to  their  earnings.  During  the  past  tour  years, 
monotonous  tasks  and  much  repetition  work  have  devolved  upon  them  ; 
they  have  been  quick  to  realise  their  value  to  the  employer,  and  their 
wages  have  increased  with  almost  startling  rapidity.  It  is  important 
that  all  these  facts,  together  with  the  unpopularity  of  apprenticeship, 
even  in  pre-war  days,  and  the  practical  impossibility  of  reviving  it  in 
its  old  form,  should!  be  taken  into  consideration  in  connection  with  any 
new  schemes  that  may  be  formulated  for  the  training  of  adolescents. 
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Girls’  Department. 

The  conditions  arising:  from  the  revolution  in  the  industrial  world 
have  affected  the  girls’  department  of  the  Juvenile  Exchange  consider- 
ably. The  desire  of  the  girls  has  been  one  with  that  of  the  boys, 
namely,  to  enter  a Munition  Factory,  and  earn  “ big  money,”  and  in 
consequence  of  this  the  Textile  and  allied  trades  have  suffered.  In 
some  cases,  however,  employers  have  been  induced  to  increase  their 
rate  of  pay,  and  in  such  cases  the  labour  required  has  generally  been 
forthcoming. 

The  figures  for  the  past  year  show  a decrease  in  the  number  of 
girls  placed  in  munition  work.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  the  year 
1Q16-17  there  was  a heavy  demand  for  girl  labour  for  such  work,  more 
especially  for  the  manufacture  of  aeroplanes,  and  that  since  that  date, 
owing  to  the  high  wages  paid  and  the  congenial  nature  of  the  occupa- 
tion, there  have  been  comparatively  few  changes  of  employment. 

The  number  of  girls  entering  the  field  of  clerical  work  shows  a 
distinct  increase  over  any  previous  year.  Two  hundred  and  forty  have 
been  placed  in  offices,  as  compared  with  one  hundred  and  seventy-four 
last  3rear.  Ninety-five  of  the  girls  so  placed  were  girls  just  leaving 
school,  and  in  most  cases  clerical  work  was  the>  occupation  suggested 
in  the  Head  Teacher’s  report. 

Co-operation  with  Schools. 

It  is  realised  that  the  successful  results  obtained  during  the  year 
are  due  in  no  small  degree  to  the  close  co-operation  of  the  Head 
Teachers,  and  to  the  keen  and  kindly  interest  which  they  have  always 
displayed  in  the  Scheme,  and  the  Committee  welcome  this  opporunity 
of  expressing  their  thanks  for  and  appreciation  of  this  co-operation  and 
interest.  They  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  impossible  to  attach  too  much 
importance  to  the  prompt  receipt  of  the  School  Report  Card.  The  help- 
fulness of  these  cards,  embodying  as  they  do  information  with  regard 
to  the  physical  condition  of  the  child,  his  character,  temperament, 
general  ability  and  aptitude,  based  upon  knowledge  gained  by  years 
of  close  association  with  the  child,  cannot  be  overrated.  In  this  con- 
nection it  must  be  remembered  that  a parent’s  views  with  regard  to  his 
child’s  career  sometimes  bear  little  relation  to  the  capabilities  of  the 
child.  For  instance,  parents  of  children  coming  from  well-to-do  homes 
almost  invariably  choose  office  work  for  their  children,  irrespective  of 
the.  latter’s  inclination  or  suitability  for  such  work.  In  many  such 
cases  the  information  given  by  the  T eacher  on  the  School  Report  has 
guided  the  Exchange  Official  in  placing  a child,  who  would  have  been 
a failure  in  an  office,  in  an  occupation  not  only  congenial  to  the  child 
himself,  but  affording  full  scope  for  the  development  of  his  natural 
gifts. 

In  some  cases  children  may  have  situations  awaiting  them  when 
leaving  school,  and  Teachers  are  apt  to  feel  that  in  such  cases  a visit 
to  the  Exchange  is  not  necessary,  and  a report  card  is  not  sent  in. 
Experience  shows,  however,  that  the  occupation  first  entered  has  often 
proved  to  be  uncongenial  or  unsuitable,  and  a visit  is  made  by  the 
child  to  the  Exchange  at  a subsequent  date.  In  view  of  this,  a report 
in  respect  of  even.'  child  leaving  school  would  assist  the  Exchange 
Officials  in  their  work,  and  would  be  much  appreciated  by  them. 


135 


Interviews  (parents  and  children)  at  the  Exchange. 

A letter  inviting  parents  to  call  at  the  Exchange  with  their  chil- 
dren, in  order  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  with 
the  Officials  the  relative  merits  of  different  occupations,  is  sent  in 
each  case  on  receipt  of  the  School  Report,  The  number  of  parents 
responding  to  this  invitation  has  greatly  increased,  and  this  increase 
has  been  specially  marked  during  the  past  few  months.  Over  and  over 
again  parents  have  realised  that  the  advice  offered  by  the  Exchange 
has  been  of  the  greatest  assistance  in  placing  their  children  in  occupa- 
tions for  which  they  were  specially  fitted.” 

.Appendices  to  the  Report  show  that  during  the  twelve  months 
in  question  1,286  reports  were  received  from  Head  Teachers  in 
regard  to  boys  and  girls  leaving  school ; also  that  5,706  applica- 
tions were  received  for  employment ; 4,122  vacancies  were  notified, 
and  3,853  vacancies  filled. 

.An  analysis  of  the  vacancies  shows  that  for  both  boys  and 
girls  the  immensely  preponderating  employment  found  is  that  in 
branches  of  engineering,  and  that  a fair  proportion  of  girls  take 
to  clerical  work. 

(g)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  SCHOOLS. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Pariodt  of  Quarantine  for  those  exposed  to  Infection  and  lengths  of 

Isolation  of  those  attacked. 


Infectious  disease. 

Quarantine  to  be 
required  after  last 
exposure  to  infection. 

Earliest  date  of  return  to  school 
after  an  attack. 

Small  Pox  . . 

18  davB 

When  all  scabs  have  fallen  off. 

Chicken  Pox 

18*days 

Scarlet  Fever 

14  days 

Variable,  generally  6 or  7 weeks, 
sometimes  longer. 

Diphtheria  . . 

1 2 days 

Very  variable ; a medical  certifi- 
cate of  freedom  from  infection 
is  desirable. 

Measles 

16  days 

Three  weeks. 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

21  days 

When  the  cough  has  disappeared. 

German  Measles  . . 

16  days 

About  three  weeks. 

Mumps 

24  days 

Pour  weeks  if  all  the  swelling 
has  subsided. 

Typhoid  Fever 

28  days 

Only  on  medical  advice. 

Note. — In  the  case  of  Small  Pox,  Chicken  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and 
Typhoid  Fever,  all  children  from  an  infected  home  are  excluded  from  school. 


In  the  case  of  Measles,  German  Measles,  and  Whooping  Cough,  children  from 
infected  homes  are  allowed  to  go  to  school  if  they  attend  .Senior  Departments  and 
have  themselves  had  the  disease. 


The  above  table  is  re-inserted  here  for  convenience  of  refer- 
ence by  Head  Teachers. 
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On  page  71  is  a table  setting  out  the  numbers  of  notifications 
of  alleged  infectious  disease  among  school  children,  or  in  houses 
in  which  school  children  live,  received  from  schools  by  the  Medical 
OITicer  of  Health  during  the  year. 

(/))  PERSON.'^L  HYGIENE— PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

Miss  E.  K.  Brown,  the  Organiser  of  Physical  Training, 
reports  as  follows  concerning  her  work  for  the  year  : — 

“ The  important  part  played  by  Physical  Training  in  the  education 
of  young"  people  is  receiving  the  close  attention  of  teachers  and  educa- 
tionalists generally,  and  the  idea  of  physical  training  as  “ drill,” 
bearing  no  relation  to  other  branches  of  training,  is  fast  disappearing. 

Recent  events  have  shown  to  the  community  the  vital  necessity 
of  having  a healthy,  virile  population,  able  and  willing  to  fulfil  the 
promptings  of  patriotism  and  duties  of  citizenship. 

In  Elementary  Schools,  physical  training  is  necessarily  in  the 
hands  of  the  class  teacher,  and  it  is  very  often  seen  that  with  natural 
ability  and  some  special  training,  such  teachers  obtain  very  good 
results,  especially  when  under  the  guidance  of  an  expert  organiser. 

In  igiy  the  Board  of  Education  offered  special  grants  to  Local 
Education  Authorities  employing  such  organisers,  and  in  Februar^^ 
1918,  I took  up  the  duties  of  that  position  under  the  Coventry  Educa- 
tion Committee. 

My  duties  include  the  visiting  of  Elementary  Schools,  advising, 
stimulating  and  directing  the  physical  training  for  girls  and  infants 
in  those  schools  ; the  supervision  and  direction  of  instruction  in  swim- 
ming ; organisation  of  indoor  and  outdoor  games ; supervision  of 
physical  training  in  play  centres  ; treatment  by  special  physical  exer- 
cise of  some  deformities  found  in  school  children  ; in  general,  the  pro- 
motion of  the  physical  well-being  of  girls  and  infants  in  our  Elemen- 
tary Schools.  ^ 

Visits  to  Schools. 

Since  February,  igiS,  I have  visited,  at  least  twice,  each  of  the 
44  Girls’  and  Infants’  Departments  under  the  Coventry  Education 
Committee. 

During  these  visits  I receive,  from  the  Head  Teacher  an  oral 
general  report  of  the  physical  training-  work  of  the  Department. 
This  is  followed  by  a lesson  taken  by  each  teacher  in  succession  in  the 
playground  or  hall  or  class-room.  .At  the  conclusion  of  each  lesson 
I usually  demonstrate  a few  physical  exercises,  new  dances,  and 
organised  games,  explain  difficulties  encountered  by  the  teacher,  and 
suggest  quicker  and  perhaps  more  effective  methods. 

In  many  Departments  where  special  help  with  the  subject  was 
required,  or  where  more  advanced  work  was  advisable,  my  visits  have 
been  more  frequent.  In  this  way,  during  the  year.  1 have  come  into 
contact,  at  least  twice,  with  about  14,958  children — 6.598  infants,  5,059 
girls  in  girls’  departments,  and  3,301  boys  and  girls  in  mixed 
departments. 


In  visiting  Mixed  Schools  I have  supervise  d the  physical  training 
of  boys’  classes,  demonstrating  as  in  girls’  classes. 

In  some  schools  I have  been  asked  by  the  Head  Teacher  of  the 
boys’  department  to  watch  the  boys  at  their  physical  training  lesson. 

In  all  schools  I find  a keen  desire  on  the  part  of  teaching  staffs 
to  promote  and  encourage  wholesome  physical  habits  and  good  posture 
amongst  the  children.  The  physical  training  lesson  gives  the  teacher 
a definite  opportunity  of  correcting  bad  physical  positions  in  the  chil- 
dren, of  improving  general  vitality,  and  of  inculcating  habits  of  tidi- 
ness, prompt  obedience,  alertness,  and  cheerfulness  of  temper.  Health 
talks  form  part  of  the  curriculum  in  most  schools,  and  in  this  lesson 
the  principles  underlying  the  laws  of  hygiene  and  physical  exercise 
are  explained  and  appreciation  of  them  encouraged. 

Time  Devoted  to  the  Subject. 

In  the  Elementary  Schools  of  Coventry  the  time  devoted  to  Phy- 
sical Training  is  too  short  to  enable  the  children  to  reap  the  full 
benefits  of  scientific  physical  training. 

1.  Girls'  Departments. 

In  Girls’  Departments  the  minimum  time  of  one  hour  per  week, 
recommended  by  the  Board  of  Education,  is  usually  adhered  to,  and  is 
divided  into  two  lessons  of  30  minutes’  duration,  or  into  three  lessons 
of  20  minutes’  duration. 

In  addition  to  this  minimum  time,  in  two  Girls’  Departments,  half 
an  hour  each  week  is  reserved  during  school  hours  for  organised 
games,  which  are  played,  weather  permitting,  in  the  school  play- 
ground or  on  common  land  near  the  school. 

It  has  been  found  practicable  in  some  schools  in  the  Midland  area 
to  give  each  pupil  a daily  period  of  20-30  minutes  of  organised  phy- 
sical training,  it  being  recognised  that  the  habit  of  practising  physical 
exercises  each  day  is  most  healthful. 

The  principle  of  a further  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion that  short  periods  of  vigorous  movement,  designed  solely  to 
stimulate  circulation  and  respiration,  should  be  used  as  a wholesome 
means  of  refreshment  for  both  children  and  teachers,  has  been  gener- 
ally accepted,  but  its  application  in  a systematic  way  has  not  been 
carried  out. 

In  this  connection  T have  suggested  that  at  least  one  daily  period 
of  five  minutes  be  set  apart  when  such  vigorous  exercise  could  be 
taken,  the  children  standing  in  their  places  in  class  and  the  room 
flushed  as  far  as  possible  with  fresh  air.  In  schools  where  this  has 
been  carried  out,  the  results  in  improved  physique,  in  greater  alertness 
and  improved  power  of  concentration  have  been  satisfactory. 

2.  Infants'  Departments . 

The  time  devoted  to  physical  training  in  Infants’  Departments 
varies  from  i to  ih  hours  per  week,  and  the  best  division  of  such  time 
would  seem  to  be  one  morning  period  each  day  of  15  minutes  for  the 
practice  of  disciplined  organised  training,  and  an  afternoon  period 
each  day  for  games,  dancing  and  more  recreative  work.  Short  periods 
of  vigorous  physical  exercise  and  breathing  exercises  are  taken  s'^veral 
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times  each  day,  and  grive  the  necessary  break  during:  the  longrer  periods 
of  instruction. 

Aocommodatlon  for  Teaching  Physical  Exercises. 

In  visiting:  the  schools  I find  that  very  often  the  conditions  under 
which  physical  training  is  conducted  are  inadequate,  and  often  so 
unsuitable  that  the  results  expected  from  such  physical  work  are  most 
disappointing. 

1.  Central  Hall. 

The  Central  Hall  type  of  school  usually  provides  ample  floor  space 
for  physical  training  lessons,  but  such  halls  are  particularly  unsuitable 
for  this  purpose.  There  is  difficulty  in  providing  effective  cross 
ventilation,  the  work  in  adjacent  class-rooms  is  disturbed,  and  a quan- 
tity of  dust  and  road  mud  is  left  on  the  floor  after  assembly  of  scholars 
and  after  the  marching  to  and  from  the  playground  at  the  ‘interval.’ 

In  Coventry  Elementary  Schools,  22  departments  are  provided  with 
a Central  Hall,  and  of  these  15  are.  not  available  for  any  kind  of  phy- 
sical training  lesson,  as  the  large  influx  of  scholars  has  caused  this 
space  to  be  used  for  class-rooms. 

2.  Gymnasia. 

One  Department  (at  John  Gulson  School)  in  the  Elementary 
Schools  is  provided  with  a gymnasium,  fitted  with  the  latest  Swedish 
gymnastic  apparatus,  and  arranged  to  accommodate  a class  of  about 
30  children,  whereas  the  usual  number  of  children  in  the  day  school 
classes  is  60.  More  extended  provision  is  desirable. 

3.  Separate  Halls. 

Broad  Street  School  is  provided  with  a light,  well-ventilated,  bright 
hall,  detached  from  the  school.  The  floor  space  is  convenient  for  the 
size  of  classes,  but  the  hall  is  situated  far  across  the  playground  from 
the  school,  and  is  without  dressing-room  accommodation  where  shoes 
may  be  changed. 

4.  Playground. 

There  is  general  agreement  with  the  opinion  that  physical  exer- 
cises should  be  taken  in  the  open  air,  and  in  the  Coventry  Elementary 
Schools  the  playground  is  used  so  far  as  possible  for  this  purpose. 

5.  Covered  Playing  Sheds. 

During  inclement  weather,  when  physical  training  should  be  more 
vigorous  and  stimulating,  15  departments  in  our  Elementary  Schools, 
owing  to  lack  of  covered  and  sheltered  free  space,  must  necessarily 
omit  this  most  important  work  from  the  time  table.  During  this  weather, 
17  other  departments  must  conduct  physical  training  lessons  in 
covered  playing  sheds,  which  are  too  small  to  accommodate  the  whole 
class,  ill  lighted,  ill  ventilated,  and  very  dusty. 

The  small  proportion  of  departments,  12  in  number,  which,  during 
bad  weather,  are  able  to  organise  physical  training  satisfactorily, 
shows  the  need  for  enquiry  and  action  along  the  lines  of  providing 
sheltered,  clean,  well-lit,  well-ventilated  open  spaces  in  which  health- 
giving work  may  be  practised  daily. 
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Stheme  of  Work. 

The  Syllabus  of  Physical  Exercises  issued  by  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  iQog  is  now  in  use  in  all  Elementary  Schools  in  Coventry.  It 
includes  free  standing-  exercises  from  the  Swedish  System,  graded  to 
suit  the  capabilities  of  normal  children  between  the  ages  of  7 and  14 
years,  and  also  recreative  work  in  the  form  of  games,  dancing  steps 
and  skipping  exercises. 

Demonstration  Lessons. 

In  visiting  the  schools  I found  that  the  use  and  effects  on  the 
body  of  many  of  the  movements  in  the  scheme  were  misunderstood, 
and  that  harm  to  the  children  sometimes  resulted  from  wrong  applica- 
tion of  the  movements.  In  order  to  correct  this  as  quickly  as  possible 
I invited  teachers  to  meet  me  on  two  consecutive  Saturdays  in  Wheatley 
Street  School — teachers  of  Junior  Classes  on  8th  June,  and  teachers 
of  Senior  Classes  on  the  following  Saturday  morning.  .A.t  these  meet- 
ings I gave  a demonstration  lesson  with  girls  from  Wheatley  Street 
School,  showed  several  organised  games,  and  explained  the  principles 
underlying  certain  physical  exercises. 

These  meetings  were  very  well  attended,  several  head  teachers 
were  present,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  a very  general  improvement 
in  the  performance  of  these  exercises. 

Classes  for  Teachers. 

In  order  to  follow  up  and  to  expand  the  work  commenced  in  these 
demonstration  lessons,  I organised  classes  for  further  instruction  of 
teachers — a class  for  teachers  of  junior  pupils  on  Mondays,  and  a class 
for  teachers  of  senior  pupils  on  Tuesdays.  It  was  intended  to  give 
ten  weekly  lessons  in  each  class,  and  the  number  enrolled  for  the 
Monday  class  was  23.  and  for  the  Tuesday  class  2g.  Unfortunately, 
owing  to  illness  amongst  the  teachers,  these  classes  were  suspended, 
but  the  Course  will  be  completed  early  in  the  new  year. 

Scheme  of  Work  In  Infants’  Departments. 

The  part  of  the  .Syllabus  of  Physical  Exercises  devoted  to  the  train- 
ing of  Infants  is  very  short,  and  it  was  felt  that  a more  detailed  scheme 
based  on  suggestions  given  in  the  Syllabus  would  be  of  practical  use. 
I therefore  drafted  such  a scheme,  demonstrated  and  explained  it  to 
Head  Teachers  of  Infants’  Departments  gathered  in  Wheatley  Street 
School,  .^t  this  meeting  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the  scheme  for  twelve 
months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  another  meeting  would  be  held  to 
submit  and  discuss  modifications  and  alterations. 

Following  the  conference  of  Head  Teachers,  I started  a course  of 
instruction  for  teachers  of  Infants  on  Thursdays  in  Wheatley  Street 
School.  The  Course  consisted  of  ten  weekly  one-hour  lessons,  and  63 
teachers  enrolled  to  attend  this  class. 

A further  class  of  ten  weekly  lessons  for  teachers  was  organised 
by  me  and  held  in  John  Gulson  School  on  W'ednesdays.  This  class 
was  specially  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  teachers  employed  in 
schools  equipped  with  gymnastic  apparatus,  and  in  schools  equipped 
with  sheltered  floor  space  and  freedom  to  use  the  piano  during  the 
physical  training  lesson.  Thirty-five  teachers  enrolled  for  this  Course, 


140 

and  the  Committee  provided  screens  for  the  windows  and  hired  a piano 
for  use  during-  these  lessons. 

Handkerchief  Drill. 

In  all  departments  the  correct  use  of  the  handkerchief  is  taug-ht, 
and  actual  handkerchief  drill  is  taken  two  or  three  times  each  day,  each 
scholar  being:  encourag-ed  to  carry  a handkerchief  at  all  times.  The 
g-ood  results  of  this  regrular  use  of  the  handkerchief  have  been  noticed, 
and  in  one  school  a definite  reduction  in  the  number  of  ‘ colds  in  the 
head  ’ among-st  the  scholars  has  been  reported. 

Gymnastic  Costume. 

The  children  are  encouragred  to  wear  regrulation  costume  for 
‘'drill” — rubber-soled  shoes  and  g-ymnastic  costume,  also  the  hair 
tied  back,  and  in  schools  whei'e  accommodation  for  physical  training: 
is  suitable  the  g-irls  respond  very  well.  The  wearing-  of  a business- 
like costume  for  physical  exercise  influences  the  carriag-e  of  the  girls, 
raises  the  tone  of  the  class,  and  as  the  body  is  not  so  likely  to  become 
overheated,  the  risk- of  ‘taking  cold’  after  the  lesson  is  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 

Instruction  in  Swimming. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Swimming  Season  of  1018  the  Baths  Sub- 
Committee  revived  facilities  by  which  Elementary  School  children  were 
allowed  to  use  the  Public  Swimming  Bath.  Under  the  sanction  of  the 
Education  Committee  the  time  table  was  arranged  whereby  a class  of 
children  from  each  school  visited  the  Baths  once  each  week  and 
received  a swimming  lesson  from  the  Class  Teacher.  The  number  of 
classes  thus  admitted  to  the  Baths  each  week  was  21  girls’  classes, 
representing  420  individual  scholars,  and  14  boys’  classes,  representing 
350  individual  scholars.  The  lessons  continued  for  a period  of  nine 
weeks,  when  the  conditions  of  entrance  to  the  Baths  were  unfortunately 
modified  by  the  Baths  Sub-Committee,  and  the  swimming  lessons  for 
Elementary  School  children  ceased  on  agth  July. 

Expenditure. 

The  expenditure  entailed  in  carrying  on  these  classes  is  in  con- 
nection with  payment  of  teachers  employed  out  of  school  hours. 
During  the  season  the  number  of  lessons  so  conducted  was  166,  and 
the  cost  to  the  Education  Committee  £16  12s.  od. 

Proficiency  Certificates. 

These  were  offered  by  the  Baths  Sub-.^ommittee  to  children  in 
Elementary  Schools,  and  were  competed  for  in  October,  when  39  girls 
and  32  boys  succeeded  in  passing  the  tests. 

Swimming  Belts. 

To  facilitate  the  teaching-  of  swimming,  the  Baths  Sub-Committee 
agreed  to  fit  up  three  adjustable  belts  over  the  ladies’  bath,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  these  belts  will  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  public  early  next 
season. 


Swimming  ‘ Land  Drill.’ 

In  preparation  for  the  coming  season,  all  senior  classes  in  the 
Elementary  Schools  are  learning  ‘ land  drill,’  after  which  swimming 
in  water  will  be  more  easily  and  more  naturally  acquired. 

Organisation  of  Leisure  Time. 

Physical  well-being  is  partly  dependent  upon  the  correct  use  of 
leisure  time,  and  in  Coventry  schemes  are  under  consideration  which 
will  give  encouragement  to  children  to  occupy  their  leisure  in  a suit- 
able way. 

1.  Play  Centres. 

The  scheme  for  play  centres  has  been  formulated,  and  an  experi- 
mental centre  at  Broad  Street  School  will  be  opened  early  in  igig. 

2.  Organised  Games. 

The  game  of  net  ball  is  played  in  the  school  playground  after 
school  hours  by  girls  at  Centaur  Road  .School,  and  good  teams  have 
been  trained. 

3-  School  Clubs. 

A few  schools  have  started  Clubs  for  former  pupils.  These  are 
run  voluntarily  by  the  day-school  teachers,  use  of  premises  being 
granted  by  the  Education  Committee. 

These  Clubs  are  very  much  appreciated  by  the  girls,  and  are  a 
real  help  to  those  leaving  school  and  entering  a new  sphere  of  work. 

Remedial  Exercises. 

Following  up  the  wcu'k  of  Medical  Inspection  in  the  schools,  it  is 
found  that  some  children  would  be  benefited  by  practising  special 
physical  exercises — cases  of  spinal  curvature,  round  shoulders  and  flat 
feet  can  usually  be  improved  by  these  means. 

The  practical  way  of  teaching  and  applying  such  remedial  treat- 
ment would  be  to  gather  these  children  in  some  convenient  and  suitable 
centre,  and  I would  recommend  that,  if  possible,  such  a centre  be 
opened  in  Coventry.” 

EDUCATION  (PROVISION  OF  MEALS)  ACT,  1906. 

There  has  been  no  demand  for  free  meals  for  four  years. 
The  Canteen  Centres  closed  in  iQi5- 
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DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

Table  HI  (B.  of  E.)  Numerical  Return  of  all  exceptional  Children 

in  the  Area  in  1918. 


Blind 

(including  partially  blind) 


Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  the  Blind 
Not  at  School 


Deaf  and  Dumb 

(including  partially  deaf) 


f Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  the  Deaf . . 

Not  at  School  . . 


Mentally 

Deficient. 


Feeble 

Minded 


Boys. 


Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  Mentally  Defective  Chil- 
dren .. 

Notified  to  the  Local  (Control 
Authority  during  the  Year 

Not  at  School  . . 


T (At  School 

Imbeciles  | gchool 


Idiots 


Epileptics 


Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  Epileptics 
Not  at  School  . . 


35 

2 


10 


Girl*. 


33 

1 


13 


Total, 


11 


68 

3 


23 


Attending  Public  Elementary 

Pulmonary 

Schools 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

culosis  • 

for  Physically  Defective 
Children 

Not  at  School  . . 

16 

19 

35 

Other 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

11 

Physically 

Defeotlve. 

Schools 

6 

5 

forms  of 
Tuber- 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  Physically  Defective 

culosis 

Children 

k Not  at  School  . . 

4 

6 

9 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Cripples 

Schools 

Attending  certified  Schools 

29 

30 

59 

Tubercular 

for  Physically  Defective 
Children 

1 

1 

Not  at  School  . . 

8 

10 

18 

’Dull  or  Backward 

Retarded  2 years 

Retarded  3 years 

Judged  according  to  age  and  standard. 


SI’KCTAI,  SCKCOI,  : 


SAiMi'r<KS  OK  nows' 


WOKK. 
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DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

Mental  Defectives. 

There  is  accommodation  at  the  Special  School,  Wheatley 
Street,  for  72  children. 

During  1918  the  average  attendance  has  been  62.  Three 
children  were  admitted  during  the  year,  and  eleven  left.  These 
left  for  the  following  reasons  : — Eight  because  they  had  attained 
the  age  of  16  years,  and  three,  who,  although  they  were  only 
15  years  old,  had  found  suitable  work. 

Dr.  Newton  reports  : — 

“ During  the  year  the  work  has  proceeded  on  the  usual  lines. 
'I'he  gardening  done  by  the  boys  has  continued  to  be  a successful 
work.  This  is  a type  of  work  and  recreation  w4iich  could  usefully 
be  increased,  most  of  these  children  arc  below  the  average 
physique,  so  that  the  outdoor  occupation  is  exceedingly  good  for 
them.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  work  should  not  be  done  by 
the  girls  as  well,  if  ground  could  be  found  for  them. 

Mentally  deficient  children  need  more  freedom  of  movement 
and  more  varied  occupations  than  do  normal  children.  Following 
from  this  idea,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that,  although  the  average 
attendance  at  Wheatley  .Street  does  not  come  up  to  nominal 
accommodation,  the  school  is  really  considerably  overcrowded. 
There  is  no  free  central  hall  where  physical  training  and  free 
movements  can  be  carried  out,  and  each  of  the  classrooms  is  so 
overcrowded  wnth  desks  that  there  is  no  room  for  the  greater 
freedom  of  movement  which  these  children  require. 

.\  novel  form  of  occupation  introduced  by  Mr.  Cox,  manual 
instructor,  is  worthy  of  note.  This  consists  of  the  making  of 
ingeniously  contrived  articles  out  of  old  tin  canisters.  Such 
things  as  candlesticks,  oil-cans,  graters,  tun-dishes,  etc.  Some 
of  the  articles  are  made  of  wood  and  tin  combined.  The  accom- 
panying photograph  shows  a group  of  such  articles  made  by  the 
boys,  every  scrap  of  metal  in  which  was  obtained  from  old  tin 
canisters.  This  idea  is  quite  new,  Wheatley  Street  being  the 
only  school  in  England  where  such  a useful  occupation  is  taught. 
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The  following;  table  shows  an  analysis  of  the  whole  of  the 
children  \\  lio  have  left  the  Special  School  since  it  was  opened  ; — 


Result. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Returned  to  Elementary  School 

5 

9 

Died 

3 

3 

Entered  Institutions  .. 

11 

7 

At  work  (satisfactory)  . . 

25 

11 

At  work  (unsatisfactory) 

3 

5 

Not  at  work 

11 

12 

Left,  unknown  . , 

2 

Left  the  City  . . 

2 

6 

62 

;)3 

There  are  one  or  two  points  worthy  of  note.  The  number  put 
down  as  “ returned  to  Elementary  Schools  ” must  not  be  taken 
as  an  index  of  the  success  of  the  work.  It  is  doubtful  if  any 
really  mentally  deficient  child  could  ever  be  brought  to  such  a 
standard  as  to  fit  it  for  education  in  the  ordinary  school.  During 
the  last  few  years  no  such  transfer  has  been  made ; those  shown 
in  the  table  occurred  during  the  early  years  of  the  school,  when 
there  was  perhaps  a tendency  to  admit  children  who  were  merely 
backward.  The  difference  between  the  number  of  boys  and  girls 
who  find  satisfactory  work  is  striking. 

Under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913,  cases  leaving  school 
may  be  notified  to  the  Local  Mental  Deficiency  Committee,  and 
then  be  followed  up  by  the  official  visitor.  In  future,  therefore, 
there  should  be  few  cases  marked  as  “ unknown.” 

During  the  year  three  cases  were  “ notified  ” to  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Committee. 

DULL  AND  BACKWARD  CHILDREN. 

Owing  chiefly  to  the  fact  that  in  many  schools  children  are 
moved  up  according  to  age  and  irrespective  of  attainment,  it  has 
been  impossible  yet  to  get  reliable  figures  for  the  whole  area. 
Enquiries  made,  however,  have  forcibly  brought  out  one  need. 
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viz. , the  establishment  in  every  school  of  a special  class  for  back- 
ward children  as  a half-way  house  between  the  ordinary  school 
and  the  special  school.  Many  children  are  examined  on  the 
application  of  head  teachers  as  candidates  for  the  special  school 
who  are  really  only  backward,  and  who  require,  not  the  special 
school,  but  a special  small  class  in  which  they  can  have  individual 
attention.  This  method  is  already  pursued  in  two  or  three  of  the 
larger  schools,  but  could  with  advantage  be  extended.  It  would 
greatly  facilitate,  too,  the  work  of  certifying  children  as  suitable 
for  Wheatley  Street.” 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year,  35  cases  have  been  sent  to  Sanatoria. 
Several  cases  have  afterwards  been  sent  to  Corley  Camp,  or  to 
the  Open-air  school  at  Centaur  Road.  It  has  been  of  great  help 
during  the  year  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
in  doubtful  cases.  This  Officer  has  kindly  made  arrangements 
by  which  such  cases  are  seen  by  him  in  consultation  Avith  the 
•Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 

CRIPPLES. 

The  numbers  given  in  the  table  are  far  from  complete,  but 
the  full  roll  is  gradually  being  compiled.  Many  children  have 
been  found  during  the  year  wearing  worn-out  or  unsuitable 
apparatus.  The  reason  in  most  cases  has  been  the  question  of 
expense.  .Arrangements  have  been  made,  therefore,  with  a firm 
of  instrument  makers  for  their  representative  to  measure  children 
at  the  Clinic  and  to  supply  apparatus  at  hospital  rates.  Even  so, 
however,  expense  is  still  a very  serious  difficulty.  Many  children, 
too,  require  further  operative  treatment  before  they  can  reap  the 
full  benefit  of  apparatus.  Some  scheme  for  dealing  with  such 
children  is  required. 

CONVALESCENT  HOME. 

It  is  certain  that  in  a number  of  such  cases  a stay  in  a Con- 
valescent Home  would  be  beneficial.  Hitherto  admission  to 
convalescent  homes  from  ^his  City  has  been  generally  available 
by  casual  vacancies  obtained  through  voluntary  agencies.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  such  institutions  could  be  often  of  permanent 
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benefit  to  many  children,  especially  aftei;  severe  and  debilitating^ 
attacks  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  which  so  often  leave 
permanent  sequelae  in  the  form  of  ill-health. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act  of  1918  has  now  con- 
ferred on  the  Sanitary  Committee  the  power  of  making  certain 
arrangements,  with  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
for  attending  to  the  health  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
young  children  below  school  age ; that  Board  has  itself  suggested 
that  convalescent  homes  might  be  contemplated  as  among  the 
possible  measures.  Might  it  not  be  possible  for  the  Education 
Committee  to  consider  the  question  from  the  point  of  view  of. 
school  children?  The  demand  for  such  an  institution  might  then 
be  found  sufficient  to  justify  the  provision  of  a City  Sanatorium  in 
some  healthy  locality,  perhaps  by  the  sea-side,  for  which  children 
of  all  ages  (as  well  as  mothers)  might  be  eligible  when  found 
suitable.  Dependence  on  voluntary  agencies  might  then  be 
rendered  unnecessary. 


E.  H.  SNELL,  M.D., 

School  Medical  Officer. 


The  Council  House, 
Coventry. 

.A.pril,  1919. 
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